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Nums. 160, SATURDAY, Sept. 28, 1751. 


meer ſe convenit urfis, Jovenatc 


Beaſts of each kind their fellows ſpare 3 
Bear lives in amity with bear. 


ee 3 HE world,” ſays Locke, has people of all 

8 ſorts.” As in the general hurry produced 
by the ſuperfluities of ſome, and neceſſities of others, 
no man needs to ſtand ſtill for want of employment, 
ſo in the innumerable gradations of ability, and 
endleſs varieties of ſtudy and inclination, no em- 
ployment can be vacant for want of a man quali- 
\ Hed to diſcharge it. SS a 


SUCH is probably the natural ſtate of the univerſe, 
but it is ſo much deformed by intereſt and paſſion, 
that the benefit of this adaptation of men to things 
is not always perceived. The folly or indigence of 
thoſe who ſet their ſervices to ſale, inclines them to 
boaſt of qualifications which they do not poſſeſs, and 
attempt buſineſs which they do not underſtand; and 
they who have the power of aſſigning to others the 
taſk of life, are ſeldom honeſt or ſeldom happy in 
their nominations. Patrons are corrupted by ava- 
rice, cheated by credulity, or overpowered by re- 
ſiſtleſs ſolicitation. They are ſometimes too ſtrongly 
influenced by honeſt prejudices of friendſhip, or the 
prevalence of virtuous compaſſion. For, whatever 
cool reaſon may direct, it is not eaſy for a man of 
tender and ſcrupulous goodneſs to overlook the im- 
mediate effect of his own actions, by turning his eyes 
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upon remoter conſequences, and to do that which 
muſt give preſent pain, for the ſake of obviating 
evil yet unfelt, or ſecuring advantage in tim@to 
come. What is diſtant is in itſelf obſcure, and, 
when we have no wiſh to ſee it, eaſily eſcapes our 
notice, or takes ſuch a form as deſire or imagination 
'beſtows upon it. | 


_ EvERyY man might for the ſame reaſon in the 
multitudes that ſwarm about him, find-ſome kindred 


mind with which he could unite in, confidence and 


friendſhip; yet we ſee many {traggling ſingle about 


the world, unhappy for want of an aſſociate, and 


pining with the neceſſity of confining their ſenti- 


ments to their own boſoms. 


Tris inconvenience ariſes' in like manner from 
ſtruggles of the will againſt the underſtanding. It 
Is not often difficult to find a ſuitable companion, if 
every man would be content with ſuch as he is qua- 
lified to pleaſe. But if vanity tempts him to fortike 


his rank, and poſt himſelf among thoſe with whom 


no common intereſt or mutual. pleaſure can ever 
unite him, he muſt always live in a ſtate of unſocial 
ſeparation, without tenderneſs and without truſt. 


THERE are many natures which can never ap- 
proach within a certain diſtance, and which when 
any irregular motive impels them towards contact, 


| ſeem to {tart back from each other by ſome invinci- 


ble repulſion. There are others which immediately 
cohere whenever they come into the reach of mutual 
attraction, and with very little formality of prepara- 
tion mingle intimately as ſoon as they meet. Every 
man whom either buſineſs or curioſity has thrown at 
large into the world, will recolle& many inſtances of 
fondneſs and diſlike, which have forced themſelves 
upon him without the intervention of his judgment; 
of diſpoſitions, to court ſome and avoid others, when 
he could aſſign no reaſon for the preference, or none 

adequate 
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adequate to the violence of his paſſions; of influence 
that acted inſtantaneouſly upon his mind, and which 
no arguments or perſuaſions could ever overcome. 
AMONG thoſe with whom time and intercourſe 
have made us familiar, we feel our affections divided. 
in different proportions without much regard to mo- 
ral or intellectual merit. Every man knows ſome 
whom he cannot induce himſelf to truſt, though he 


has no reaſon to ſuſpect that they would betray him; 


thoſe to whom he cannot complain, though he never 
obſerved them to want compaſſion; thoſe in whole 


| preſence he never can be gay, though excited by in- 
vitations to mirth and freedom; and thoſe from 


whom he cannot be content to receive inſtruction, 
though they never inſulted his ignorance by con- 
tempt or oſtentation. | | 


| THAT much regard is to be had to thoſe inſtincts 
of kindneſs and diflike, or that reaſon ſhould blindly 


follow them, I am far from intending to inculltate : 


It is very certain that by indulgence we may give 


them ſtrength which they have not from nature, and 


almoſt every example of ingratitude and treachery 
proves that by obeying them we may commit our 


happineſs to thoſe who are very unworthy of ſo great 


a truſt. But it may deſerve to be remarked, that 
lince few contend much with their inclinations, it is 


generally vain to follicit the good will of thoſe whom 


we perceive thus involuntarily alienated from us ; 
neither knowledge nor virtue will reconcile antipa- 


thy, and though officiouſneſs may for a time be ad- 


mitted, and diligence applauded, they will at laſt be 


_ diſmiſſed with coldneſs, or diſcouraged by neglect. 


SOME have indeed an occult power of ſtealing up- 
on the affections, of exciting univerſal benevolence, * 
and diſpoſing every heart to fondneſs and friendſhip. 


But this is a felicity granted only to the favourites 
of nature. The greater part of mankind find a 
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5 different reception from different ee they 


particles of other ſubſtances. 


ſomet imes obtain unexpected careſſes from thoſe 
whom they never flattered with uncommon regard, 
and ſometimes exhauſt all their arts of pleaſing with- 
out effect. To theſe it is neceſſary to look round 
and attempt every breaſt in which they find virtue 


ſufficient for the foundation of friendſhip ; to enter 
into the crowd, and try whom chance will offer to 


their notice, till they fix on ſome temper congeneal 
to their own, as the magnet rolled in the duſt collects 
the fragments of its kindred metal from a thouſand 


EveRyY man muſt have remarked the facllitywith 
which the kindneſs of others is ſometimes gained by 
thoſe to whom he never could have imparted his 


- own. We are by our occupations, education and 


habits of life divided almoſt into different ſpecies, 
which regard one another for the moſt part with 


ſcorn and malignity. Each of theſe claſſes of the 


human race has deſires, fears, and converſation, 


vexations and merriment peculiar to itſelf; cares 
which.another cannot feel; pleaſures which he can- 


not partake; and modes of exprefling every ſenſa- 
tion which he cannot underitand. That frolick 
which ſhakes one man with laughter will convulſe 
another with indignation; the Train of jocularity 
which in one place obtains treats and patronage, 
would in another be heard with indifference, and 
in a third with abhorrence. . | 


To raiſe eſteem we muſt benefit others, to procure 


love we muſt pleaſe them. Ar:i/totle obſerves, that 


old men do not readily form friendſhips, becauſe 
they are not eaſily ſuſceptible & pleaſure. He that 


can contribute to the hilarity of the vacant hour, or 


3 with equal guſt the favourite amuſement, 


e whoſe mind is employed on the ſame objects, 
and who therefore never harraſſes the underſtanding 
with unaccuſtomed ideas, will be welcomed with ar- 
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dour, and left with regret, unleſs he deſtroys thoſe 


recommendations by faults with which peace and 


ſecurity cannot conſiſt. 


Ir were happy if, in forming friendſhips, virtue 
could concur with pleaſure; but the greateſt part 
of human gratifications approach fo nearly to vice, 


that few who make the delight of others their rule 


of conduct, can avoid diſingenuous compliances z 
yet certainly he that ſuffers himſelf to be driven or 
allured from virtue, miſtakes his own intereſt, ſince 
he gains ſuccour by means, for which his friend, if 
ever he becomes wiſe, muſt ſcorn him, and for. 
which at.laſt he muſt ſcorn himſelf. | 


W For eee 
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Frail as the leaves that quiver on the ſprays, 
Like them man flouriſhes, like them decays, 


Mr. RAMBLER. 
S.1 „ 
OU have formerly obſerved that curioſity often 
| terminates in barren knowledge, and that the 
mind is prompted to ſtudy and enquiry rather by 
the uneaſineſs of ignorance, than the hope of pro- 
fit. Nothing can be of leſs importance to any preſent 


_ Intereſt than the fortune of thoſe who have been long 


loſt in the grave, and from whom nothing now can 
be hoped or feared. Yet to rouſe the zeal of a true 
antiquary little more is neceſſary than to mention a 
name which mankind have conſpired to forget; he 
will make his way to remote ſcenes of action through 

7 33 _ - oonemy 
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obſcurity and contradiction, as Tully ſought amidſt 15 
buſhes and brambles the tomb of Archimedes. 14 
IT is not eaſy to diſcover how it concerns him 5 Y 
il that gathers the produce or receives the rent of an = * 
- cftate, to know through what families the land 47 
is has paſſed, who is regiſtered in the Conqueror's ſur- 
vey as its poſſeſſor, how often it has been forfeited 4 
by treaſon, or how often ſold by prodigality. The 1 


power or wealth of the preſent inhabitants of a 
country cannot be much encreaſed by an enquiry 
after the names of thoſe barbatians, who deſtroyed 
one another twenty centuries ago, in conteſts for 
the ſhelter of woods or convenience of paſturage. 
Yet we ſee that no man can be at reſt in the enjoy- 
ment of a new purchaſe till he has learned the hiſ- 
tory of his grounds from the ancient inhabitants of- - 
if the pariſh, and that no nation omits to record the 
i actions of their anceſtors, however bloody, ſavage 
jd and HB, T7 _-- ou 


l; TRE ſame diſpoſition, as different opportunities 
4 call it forth, diſcovers itſelf in great or little things. 


J have always thought it unworthy of a wiſe man to 
flumber in total inactivity only becauſe he happens 
to have no employment equal to his ambition or 
genius; it is therefore my cuſtom to *pply my at- 
tention to the objects before me, and as I cannot 
think any place wholly unworthy of notice that 
affords a habitation to a man of letters, I have col- 
lected the hiſtory and antiquities of the ſeveral gar- 
rets in which I have reſid ec. - 


Quantulacungue eſtis, vos ego magna woce. 


How ſmall to others, but how great to me! 


Many of theſe narratives my induſtry has been 

able to extend to a conſiderable length ; but the 

woman with whom I now lodge has lived only eigh- 

teen months in the houſe, and can give no ar” 
| Es: 5 
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of its ancient revolutions; the plaiſterer, having, at 

her entrance, obliterated by his white-waſh, all the 
ſmoky memorials which former tenants had left up- 
on the ceiling, and perhaps drawn the veil of obli- 
vion over politicians, philoſophers, and poets. _ 


WEN firſt cheapened my lodgings, the landlady 
told me, that ſhe hoped I was not an author, for 
the lodgers on the firſt floor had ſtipulated that the 
upper rooms ſhould not be occupied by a noiſy 


trade. I very readily promiſed to give no diſtur- 


bance to her family, and ſoon diſpatched a bargain 
on the uſual terms, „„ 


I ay not ſſept many nights in my new apartment 
before I began to enquire after my predeceſſors, and 
found my landlady, whoſe imagination is filled 
chicfly with her own affairs, very ready to give nie 
information. - 6 g 


Coxros tx, like all other deſires, produces pain 
as well as pleaſure. Before ſhe began her narrative, 
I had heated my head with expectations of adven- 


tures and diſcoveries, of elegance in diſguiſe, and 


learning in diſtreſs ; and was. ſomewhat mortified 


when heard, that the firſt tenant was a taylor, of 


whom nothing was remembered but that he com- 
plained of his room for want of light; and, after 
having lodged in it a month, and paid only a week's 
rent, pawned a piece of cloth which he was truſted 
to cut out, and was forced to make a precipitate re- 
treat from this quarter of the town. 3 


TE next wagayoung woman newly arrived from 
the country, whP lived for five weeks with great re- 
gularity, and became by frequent treats very much 
the favourite of the family, but at laſt received viſits 
ſo frequently from a couſin in Cheapſide, that ſhe 


brought the reputation of the houſe into danger, 


aud was therefore diſmiſſed with good advice. 


B 4 Tarr 
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TRE room then ſtood empty for a fortnight ; my | 


landlady began to think that ſhe had judged hardly, 
and often wiſhed for ſuch another lodger. At laſt 
an elderly man of a grave aſpect, read the bill, and 
bargained for the room, at the very firſt price that 
was aſked, He lived in cloſe retirement, ſeldom went 
out till evening, and then returned early, ſometimes. - 
chearful, and at other times dejected. It was remark- 1 
able, that whatever he purchaſed, he never had ſmal! 
money in his pocket, and though cool and temperate 
on other occaſions, was always vehement and ſtormy q 
till he received his change. He paid his rent witng 
great exactneſs, and ſeldom failed once a week to re- 
quite my landlady's civility with a ſupper. At laſt, 
Juch is the fate of human felicity, the houſe was 
alarmed at midnight by the conſtable, who demand- 
ed to ſearch the garrets. My landlady aſſuring him 
that he had miſtaken the door, conducted him up 
fairs, where he found the tools of a coiner ; but the 
tenant had crawled along the roof to an empty 
1 houſe, and eſcaped; much to the joy of my landlady, 
Vu ho declares him a very honeſt man, and wonders 


1 


ll why any body ſhould be hanged for making money 
| when ſuch numbers are in want of it. She however 
i confeſſes that ſhe ſhall for the future always queſ- 


tion the character of thofe who take her garret 
without beating down the price, | 


22 
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IT EE bill was then placed again in the window, 
and the poor woman was teazed for ſeven weeks by 
innumerable paſſengers, who obliged her to climb 
with them every hour up five ſtories, and then diſ- 
liked the proſpect, hated the noiſe of a publick 
ſtreet, thought the ſtairs. narrow, objected to a 
1low cieling, required the walls to be hung with 
freſher paper, aſked queſtions about the neighbour- 
hood, could not think of living ſo far from their 
acquaintance, wiſhed the window had looked to the 
ſouth rather than the weſt, told how the door and 
chimney might have been better diſpoſed, bid — 
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half the price that ſhe aſked, or promiſed to give 


her earneſt the next day, and came no more. 


Ar laſt, a ſhort meagre man, in a tarniſhed waiſt- 
coat, deſired to ſee the garret, and when he had ſti- 
pulated for two long ſhelves, and a larger table, hired 
it at a low rate. When the affair was completed, 


he looked round him with great ſatisfaction, and 
repeated ſome words which the woman did not un- 
derſtand. In two days he brought a great box of 


books, took poſſeſſion of his room, and lived very 
inoffenſively, except that he frequently diſturbed the 


inhabitants of the next floor by unſeaſonable noiſes. 


He was generally in bed at noon, but from evening 


to midnight he ſometimes talked aloud with great 
vehemence, ſometimes ſtamped as in rage, ſometimes 


threw down his poker, then clattered his chairs, then 


ſet down in deep thought, and again burſt out into 


loud vociferations; ſometimes he would ſigh as op- 


* 


preſſed with miſery, and ſometimes ſhake with con- 


vulſive laughter. When he encountered any of the 


family he gave way or bowed, but rarely ſpoke, ex- 


cept that as he went up ſtairs he often repeated, 


— Oc vripræ ra Ja tic ra Vat 


This habitant th*: aerial regions boaſt. 


hard words, to which his neighbours liſtened ſo 
often, that they learned them without underſtanding 


them. What was his em loyment ſhe did not ven- 
ture to aſk him, but at laſt heard a printer's boy 


enquire for the author. 


My landlady was very often adviſed to beware of 
this ſtrange man, who, though he was quiet for the 
preſent, might perhaps become outrageous in the 
hot months; but as ſhe was punctually paid, ſhe 

could not find any ſufficient reaſon for diſmiſſing him, 
till one night he e her, by ſetting fice to his- 

 Þ-x- cur- 
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curtains, that it was not ſafe to have an author for 
her inmate. 5 x e 2 


SHE had then for ſix weeks a ſucceſſion of tenants, 
who left the houſe on Saturday, and inſtead of pay- 


ing their rent, ſtormed at their landlady. At laſt 


ſhe took in two ſiſters, one of whom had ſpent her 


little fortune in procuring remedies for a lingering 


diſeaſe, and was now ſupported and attended by the 
other: ſne climbed with difficulty to the apartment, 
where ſhe languiſhed eight weeks without impati- 
ence, or lamentation, except for the expence and 


fatigue which her ſiſter ſuffered, and then calmly 


and contentedly expired. The ſiſter followed her 
to the grave, paid the few debts which they had 
contracted, wiped away the tears of uſeleſs ſorrow, 
and returning to the buſineſs of common life, re- 


l gned to me the vacant habitation. 


SUCH, Mr. Rambler, are the changes which have 


happened in the narrow ſpace where my preſent 


fortune has fixed my reſidence. So true it is that 
amuſement and inſtruction are always at hand for 


thoſe who have ſkill and willingneſs to find them; 


and ſo juſt is the obſervation of Juvenal, that a ſin- 
gle houſe will ſhew whatever is done or ſuffered in 


che world. 3 | 
Toe. 4 am, Sir, &c. 
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Nums. 162. TutsDay, October 5, 1751. 


Orbus es, & locuples, & Bruto conſule natus, 
Ee tibi weras credis amicitias ? 5 
Sunt veræ; ſed quas Juvenis, quas pauper babebas,, f 
Qzuis novus eft, mortem diligit ille tuam. Mar. 


What old, and rich, and childleſs too, 
And yet believe your friends are true? 
Truth might perhaps to thoſe belong 
Io thoſe who loy'd you poor and young; 
But truſt me, for the new you have, | 
They'll love you dearly——in your grave, F. Lzwis, 


- 


NE of the complaints uttered by Milton's 
CI Sampſon, in the anguiſh of blindneſs, is that 
he ſhall paſs his life under the direction of others; 
 *F that he cannot regulate his conduct by his own 
| knowledge, but mult lie at the mercy of thoſe who 
. undertake to guide him. | | 


THERE is no ſtate more contrary to the dignity. 
of wiſdom than perpetual and unlimited dependence, 
in which the underſtanding lies uſeleſs, and every. 
motion is received from external impulſe. Reaſon 
is the great diſtinction of human nature, the faculty 
by which we approach to ſome degree of aſſocia- 
tion with celeſtial intelligencies; but as the excel- 
lence of every power appears only in its operations, 
not to have reaſon, and to have it uſeleſs and un- 


employed, is nearly the ſame. 
SUCH is the weakneſs of man, that the eſſence of 
things is ſeldom ſo much regarded as external and. 
accidental appendages. A ſmall variation of tri- 
fling circumſtances, a flight change of form by an 
artificial dreſs, or a caſual difference of appearance, 
by a new light and ſituation, will conciliate affection 
or excite abhorrence, and 3 us to purſue or 
o 
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to avoid. Every man conſiders a neceſſity of compli- - 
ance with any will but his own, as the loweſt ſtate 
of ignominy and meanneſs; few are ſo far loſt in 
cowardice or negligence, as not to rouſe at the firſt 
inſult of tyranny, and exert all their force againſt 
him who uſurps their property, or invades any pri- 
vilege of ſpeech or action. Yet we ſee often thoſe 
wo never wanted ſpirit to repel encroachment or 

oppoſe violence, at laſt by a gradual relaxation of vi-- 
gilance, delivering up, without capitulation, the for- 
treſs which they defended againſt aſſault, and lay- 
ing down unbidden the weapons which they graſped 
the harder for every attempt to wreſt them from 
their hands. Men eminent for ſpirit and wiſdom 
often reſign themſelves to voluntary pupillage, and 
ſuffer their lives to be modelled by officious igno- 
rance, and their choice to be regulated by preſump- 
tuous ſtupidity. „„ | | 


TEIs unreſiſting acquieſcence in the determina- 
tion of others may be the conſequence of applica- 
tion to ſome ſtudy remote from the beaten track of 
life, ſome employment which does not allow leiſure 
for ſufficient inſpection of thoſe petty affairs, by 
which nature has decreed a great part of our dura- 
tion to be filled. To a . thus withdrawn from 

common objects, it is more eligible to repoſe on the 

- prudence of another, than to be expoſed every mo- 
ment to ſlight interruptions. The ſubmiſſion which 
fuch confidence requires, is paid without pain, be- 
cauſe it implies. no confeſſion of inferiority; The 
buſineſs from which we withdraw our cognizance, 
is not above our abilities, but below our notice. 
We pleaſe our pride with the effects of our influ- 

_ ence thus weakly exerted, and fancy ourſelves 
placed in a higher orb, from which we- regulate 
ſubordinate agents by a ſlight and diſtant ſuperin- 
tendence. But, whatever vanity or abſtraction _ 
ſuggeſt, no man can ſafely do that by others Mn ; 

” | min 
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might be done by. himſelf; he- that indulges ne- 
gligence will quickly become ignorant of his own 
affairs; and he that truſts wit aut reſerve will at 


laſt be deceived. 


Ir is however impoſſible but that, as the atten- 
tion tends ſtrongly towards one thing, it muſt retire 
from another; and he that omits the care of domes 
ſtick buſineſs, becauſe he is engroſſed by-enquiries- 
of more importance to mankind, has at leaſt the me- 
rit-of ſuffering in a good cauſe. But there are many E 
who can plead no-fuch extenuation of their-folly ; . 
who ſhake off the burthen of their ftation,:not that 
they may ſoar with leſs incumbrance ta the heights 
of knowledge or virtue, but that they may loiter 
at eaſe and ſſeep in quiet; and-who ſelect for friend- 
ſhip and confidence not the faithful and the virtue - 
ous, but the ſoft, the eivil, and compliant. 


7 Pry 8 is wn Wi 0p es 


T ls openneſs tofflattery is the eommon diſgrace - 
of declining life. When men feel weakneſs en- 
creaſing on them, they naturally deſire to reſt from 

the ſtruggles of contradiction, the fatigue of reaſon- 
ing, the anxiety of circumſpection; when they 
are hourly tormented with pains and diſeaſes, they 
are unable to bear any new diſturbance, and con- 
ſider all oppoſition as an addition to miſery, of 
which they feel already more than they can pa- 
tiently endure. Thus deſirous of peace, and thus 
fearful of pain, the old man ſeldom enquires after 
any other qualities in thoſe whom he careſſes, than 
quickneſs in conjecturing his deſires, activity in ſup- 
plying his wants, dexterity in intercepting com- 
prone before they approach near enough to diſturb | 
im, flexibility to his preſent humour, ſubmiſſion 
to haſty petulance, and attention to weariſome nar- 
rations. By theſe arts alone many have been able 
to defeat the claims of kindred and of merit, and 
To enrich themſelves with preſents and legacies, 


HRA. 
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THRASY BULUGS inherited a large fortune, 
and augmented it by the revenues of ſeveral luera- 
tive employments, which he diſcharged with ho- 
nour and dexterity, He was at laſt wife enough to 
conſider, that life ſhould not be devoted wholly to 
accumulation, and therefore retiring to his eſtate, 
applied himſelf to the education of his children, and 

the cultivation of domeſtick happineſs. = 


HE paſſed ſeveral years in this pleaſing amuſe- 
ment, and ſaw his care amply recompenſed ; his 
daughters were celebrated for modeſty and elegance, 
and his ſons for learning, prudence and ſpirit. In 
time the eagerneſs, with which the neighbouring 
38 courted his alliance, obliged him to re- 
lign his daughters to other families; the vivacity 


and curioſity of his ſons hurried them out of rural 


privacy into the open world, from whence they 
had not ſoon an inclination to return. This how- 
ever he had always hoped; he pleaſed himſelf with 


the ſucceſs of his ſchemes, and felt no inconveni- 


ence from ſolitude till an apoplexy deprived him 
of his wife. 1 | ; 


THRASYBULUS had now no companion; | 


and the maladies of encreaſing years having taken 
from him much of the power of procuring amuſe- 
ment for himſelf, he thought it neceſſary to procure 
ſome inferior friend who might eaſe him-of his 


economical ſolicitudes, and divert him by chearful 


converſation. All theſe qualities he ſoon recollect- 
ed in Vafer, a clerk in one of the offices over which 
he had formerly preſided. Vaſer was invited to 
viſit his old patron; and being by his ſtation ac- 
 quainted with the preſent modes of life, and by con- 
ant practice dextrous in buſmeſs, entertained him 
with ſo many novelties, and ſo readily diſentangled 
his affairs, that he was deſired to reſign his clerk- 
ſhip, and accept a liberal ſalary in the houſe of 
Thraſybulus, | =) 5 
OT VAFER 
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„FE R having always lived in a ſtate of de- 
pendence, was well verſed in the arts by which 
favour is obtained, and could without repugnance 
or heſitation accommodate himſelf to every caprice, 
and echo everv opinion., He never doubted but to 
be convinced, nor attempted oppoſition but to flatter 
Thraſybulus with the pleaſure of a victory. By this 


practice he found his way into his patron's heart, 


and having firſt made himſelf agrecable, ſoon be- 
came important. His inſidious diligence, by which 
the lazineſs of age was gratified, engroſſed the ma- 

nagement of affairs; and his petty offices of civi- 
lity, and occaſional interceſſions, perſuaded the te- 


nants to conſider him as their friend and benefac- 


tor, and to entreat his enforcement of their repre- 
ſentations of hard years, and his countenance to 
petitions for abatement of rent. | 


THRASYBULUS had now banqueted on 
flattery, till he could no longer bear. the harſhneſs 
of remonſtrance, or the inſipidity of truth. All 
contrariety to his own opinion ſhocked him like a 
violation of ſome natural right, and all recom- 
mendation of his affairs to his own inſpection was 


dreaded by him as a ſummons to torture, His 


children were alarmed by the ſudden riches of Va- 
fer, but their complaints were heard by. their father 
with impatience, as the reſult of a conſpiracy againſt 
his quiet, and a deſign to condemn him, for their 
own advantage, to groan out his laſt hours in per- 
plexity and drudgery. The daughters retired with, 
tears in their eyes, but the ſon continued his im- 
portunities till he found his inheritance hazarded 
by his obſtinacy. Vafer triumphed over all their 

orts, and continuing to confirm himſelf in autho- 
rity, at the death of his maſter purchaſed an eſtate, 
and bad defiance to enguiry and juſtice, af 


7 Y 
1 
1 
£$] 
TE] 
1 
1 
k : 
£1 
3 
1 
12 
by . 
14 
117 
11 
* 3 
' 
+ 1 
VB! 
By + 
. 
. 8 
11 
7; * 
4 n 
5 75 
» « 
GO 
1 s 
3 
4 : 
4 i 
| | 
1 
. 
1 
7 | 
1 5 
1 
4 Ft 
- 
5 
i; 
: in 
, : 
1 
: 
; C 4 $ 
4 ' 
$78 [4 
+ 
1. f 
13 
11 
7 
* * 
; * 
_ - 
1 
= = 
. 5 
: * 
1 * 


pects every moment to be placed in reg) 
C 


W Tube RAM BI ER. Ne 16; 


Nums. 163. Tus pA, October 8, 1751. 
Mitte ſuperba pati faſtidia, ſpemque caducum | 
Deſpice; vide tibi, nam moriere tibi. SENECA; 


5 Bow to no patron's inſolence; rely | 
On no frail hopes, in freedom hve and die, F.Lzwes, 


N ONE of the cruelties exerciſed by wealth 
and power upon indigence and dependance, 
is more miſchievous: in its conſequences, or more 
frequently practiſed with wanton negligence, than 


the encouragement of expectations which are never 


to be gratified, and the elation and depreſſion of the 
heart by needleſs viciſſitudes of hope and diſappoint» 
ment. | | | 


EveRyY man is rich or poor, according to the 
proportion between his deſires and enjoyments ; any 
enlargement of wiſhes is therefore equally deftruc- 
tive to happineſs with the diminution-of poſſeſſion, 
and he that teaches another to long for what he 
never ſhall obtain, is no leſs an enemy to his quiet 
than if he had robbed him of part of his patri- 
mony. | | + 


Bur repreſentations thus refined exhibit no ade- 
quate idea of the guilt of pretended friendſhip ; of 
artifices by which followers are attracted only to 
decarate the retinue of pomp, and ſwell the ſhout of 
popularity, and to be diſmiſſed with contempt and 
ignominy, When their leader has ſucceeded or mif- 
carried, when he is ſick of ſhow and weary of noiſe. 
While a man, infatuated with the promiſes of great- 
neſs, waſtes his hours and days in attendance and 
folicitation, the honeſt opportunities of improving 


his condition paſs: by without his notice; he neg- 


les to cultivate his own barren ſoil, becauſe he ex- 
10ns of ſpon- 
from his de- 


taneous fertility, and is ſeldom rou 
luſion, ö 
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juſion, but by the gripe of diſtreſs which he cannot 
reſiſt, and the ſenſe of evils which cannot be re- 
medied. | 


THE puniſhment of Tantalas in the infernal re- 


FF gions affords a juſt image of hungry ſervility, flat- 


tered with the approach of advantage, doomed to 
loſe it before it comes into his reach, always within 
a few days of felicity, and always ſinking back tas 
his former wants. | WET | 


Ka} uiv Tara tuocidor Karr dnye EXoTa. 
Erdor, i Nun, 1 & engootnhaGg: Ye, * 
Tredro M Sal dur* anitewd" HE N j. 
Oœodxi Y ανννει,ᷣ Yeew) Witew HeE,αον, | 
Tea tas axonaxt anaboxi)n cp} 0 mock 
Tala pinaws Pavigox: * xarul1130%8.0 dci 5 
Aivgea iH xc rn vie xceg rv. 
"Ox0%iz ) Soc, Ky) fen RYALIHEETOVs 
Turai vi YyNuxeec, N iN T tt ; 
To rr ib vl in. N waguclas 


Tag & dH ga α e up xt. 


<< 1 faw,” ſays Homer's Uly/ſes, © the ſevere puniſſi 
© ment of Tantalus. In a lake whoſe waters ap- 
* proached to his lips, he ſtood burnins-with-thirſt; 
„ without the power to drink. Whenever ke in- 

„ clined his head to the ſtream, ſome deity com- 

* manded it to be dry, and the dark earth appear- 
ed at his feet. Around him lofty. trees ſpreads 
their fruits to view; the pear, the. pomegranate, . 
and the apple, the green olive, and the luſcious. 


* 


fig quivercd before him, which whenever he ex- 


* 


tended his hand to ſeize them, were ſnatched by; 
the winds into clouds and obſcurity,” . 


Tuts image of miſery. was perhaps originally. 
ſuggeſted 8 ts poet 8 ane of his 1 | 
tron, by the daily contemplation of ſplendor which 
he never muſt partake, by fruitleſs attempts to catch 
at interdicted happineſs, Ian the ſudden evaneſ- 

wy | „ cence s 
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cence of his reward, when he thought his labours al- 


moſt at an end: Fo groan with poverty, when all 


about him was opulence, riot, and ſuperfluity, and 


to find the favours which he had long been en- 
coutaged to hope, and had long endeavoured to 
_ deſerve, ſquandered at laſt on namelets ignorance, 
was to thi-{t with water flowing before him, and 
to ſee the fruits to which his hunger was haſten- 
ing, ſcattered by th wind. Nor can my correſ- 
pondent, whatever he may have fuffered, expreſs 
with more jultneſs or force the vexations of de- 
pendance. | EE 


| To te RAM BL ER. 
SIR, en 


1 AM one of thoſe mortals who have been court- 
ed and envied as the favourites .of the great. 


Having often gained the prize of compoſition at the 
3 began to hope that I ſhould obtain the 


ſame diſtinction in every other place, and deter- 
mined to for fake the profeſſion to which I was de- 


ſtined by my patents, and in which the intereſt of 


my family would have procured me a very advan--. 
tageous ſettlement. The pride of wit fluttered in 


my heart, and when I prepared to leave the college, 
nothing entered my imagination but honours, ca- 
reſſes, and rewards, riches without labour, and 


luxury without expence. 


I noweveR delayed my departure for a time, to 


finiſh the performance by which I was to draw the 
firſt notice of mankind upon me. When it was 
completed I hurried to London, and conſidered every. 
moment that paſled before its publication, as lo 

ina kind of neutral exiſtence, and cut off from the: 
golden hours of happineſs and fame. The piece: 
was at laſt printed and diſſeminated by a rapid ſale; 


I wandered from one place of concourſe to another, 


feaſted from morning to night on the repetition of., 
; : ; ras 8 my, 


4 - SPY 3 
n e e ee Nr W 4 — r s. 8 N 
n 7 INT I EIT; 4 4 2 Sy . \ * F ON et . ca 2 5-44 N >. n RW, 
he bes PE Co 88 ee ee e 2ßͤé] ĩVW[ CZ). . nd. oa A 
** _ F - L * 2 ee e e ee 2 wo EE Jo n Fre dF xt — 3 
8 n . y . „ " 8 1 D 4 E — 
= 1 n 5 1 : 3 7 7 6 I YEE ROE OM EE 
* 8 8 5 I 
£ 8 


De car BY or RP Es 
= —_—_ . 
. 9 y vs os Ix 


4 OD RS 8 * * a 


ks. oh was het fron, e A wot 8a a. 


„ 


* 


ung 
5 


r 


We n FR : oy i = b —— * — — „ 8 * 
2 n Lt 7 px Et EG 5 7 e n n RIB, by RI ran > ERIE a. EIS oo * * A 4 A 
2 N 5 her, n 3 N : NN ER . 5 7 £7 or; EET, 8 oe r * e 2 IC” 
wa) CIP 3 0 fen NS 8 e e. ws 5 . eee Si 3 88 e's On 8 E 2 e 205 
af * * ö y 7. — " » OS ac x 2 1 es N 3 n I > 9 > 6 IE» OO We NFB. Pe - — 
: * 3 j * Sr 3 . 8 £ 2 Fa Y 1 EF W War 1 r 
. S E 7 5 
7 E 8 8 . 
— * > Ys . be 
; 5 | 9 49 e 


+," 


"ry 4 = 2 ee 
eee FORE 7 


- 0 > 2 der = OY e 
Bain ON. Se Mos NA agg 
* 8 


p * PINS OY "gt 
5 1; [£8 N wy 3 8 1 4-5 wb N . a 
Ar Ee TO en AD a „„ 
D n = 


my own praiſes, and enjoyed the various conjectures 


| of criticks, the miſtaken candour of my friends, and 
the impotent malice of my enemies. Some had read 


the manuſcript, and rectified its inaccuracies z.others 


not iorbear to wonder at its preſent excellence; ſome 
had converſed with the author at the coffeehouſe; 


and oth: rs gave hints that they had lent him money. 


I] x NEW that no performance is ſo favourably read 


as that of a writer who ſuppreſſes his name, and 
therefore reſolved to remain concealed till thoſe by 


u hom literary reputation is eftabliſhed had given 


their ſuffrage too publickly to retract them. At 


length my bookſeller informed me that Aurantius, 
the ſtanding patron of merit, had ſent enquiries after 


me, and invited me to his acquaintance. 


THe time, which I had long expected, was now 
arrived, I went to Aurantivs with a beating heart, 
for I looked upon our interview as the critical mo- 
ment of my. deſtiny, I was received with civilities, 
which my academick rudeneſs made. me unable to 
repay, but when I had recovered from my confu- 
ſion, I proſecuted the converſation. with ſuch hveli- 
neſs and propriety, that I confirmed my new friend 
in his eſteem of my abilities, and was diſmiſſed with 
the utmoſt ardour of profeſſion, and. raptures of 
fondneſs. | 8 \ 


I was ſoon ſummoned to dine with Aurantius, 
who had aſſembled the moſt judicious of his friends 
to partake of the entertainment. Again I exerted 
my powers of ſentiment and expreſſion, and again 


found every eye ſparkling with delight, and every 


tongue ſilent with attention. I now became fami- 
liar at the table of Aurantius, but could never, in 
his molt private or jocund hours, obtain more from 


him than general declarations of eſteem, or endear- 


had ſeen it in a ſtate ſo imperfe&, that they could 
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ments of tendetneſs, which included no particular 


promiſe, 
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promiſe, and therefore conferred no claim. This 
frigid reſerve ſomewhat diſguſted me, and when he 

complained of three days. abſence, I took care to 
inform him with how much importunity.of kindneſs- 
I had been detained by his rival Pollio. 1 


AURANTIUS' now: conſidered his honour 
as endangered by. the deſertion of a wit, and leſt I 
ſhould have an inclination to wander, told me that 
I could never. find a friend more conſtant or zealous. 
than himſelf; that indeed he had made no promiſes, 
becauſe he hoped to ſuxpriſe me with advancement. * 
but had been. filently, promoting my intereſt, and 
ſhould continue his- good offices, unleſs he found 
the kindneſs of others more defired.. | H 
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Ir you, Mr. Rambler, have ever ventured your 
2 within the attraction of greatneſs, you 
know. the force of ſuch language introduced with a 
ſmile of gracious tenderneſs, and impreſſed at the 
concluſien with an air of ſolemn ſincerity. From 
that inſtant I ga —— up wholly to Auruntius, 
and as he immediately reſumed his former gaiety, 
expected every morning a ſummons to ſome employ- 
ment of dignity and profit. One month ſueceeded 
another, and in defiance of appearances ] ſtill fan- 
cied myſelf nearer to my wiſhes, and continued to - 
dream of ſucceſs, and wake to diſappointment. At 
laſt the failure of my little fortune compelled me to 
abate: the finery which I hitherto thought neceſſary 
to the company with whom I aſſociated, and the 
rank to — i ſhould be raiſed. Aurantius from 
the moment in which he diſcovered my poverty, 
conſidered me as fully-in his power, and afterwards 
rather permitted my attendance than invited it, 
thought himſelf at liberty. to refuſe my viſits when - 
ever he had other amuſements within reach, and 
often ſuffered me to wait, without pretending any 
m—_— buſineſs. When I was admitted to his 
table, if any man of rank equal to his own was- 
N | preſent, , 
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preſent, he took occaſion to mention my writings, 
and commend my ingenuity, by which he intended 


"IX -to apologize for the confuſion of diſtinctions and 


the improper aſſortment of his company: and often 
called upon me to entertain his friends with my 
productions, as a ſportſman delights the ſquires of 
his neighbourhood with the curvets of his horſe, or 
the obedience of his ſpaniels. 12 


To complete my mortification, it was his prac- 
tice to impoſe taſks upon me, by requiring me to 
write upon ſuch ſubjects as he thought ſuſceptible 
of ornament and illuſtration. With theſe extorted 
performances he was little ſatisfied, becauſe he 
rarely found in them the ideas which his own ima- 
gination had ſuggeſted, and which he therefore 
thought more natural than mine. 


WHEN the pale of ceremony is broken, rudeneſs 
and inſult ſoon enter the breach. He now found 
that he might ſafely harraſs me with vexation, that 
he had fixed the ſhackles of patronage upon me, 
and that I could neither reſiſt him nor eſcape. At 
laſt, in the eighth year of my ſervitude, when the cla- 
mour of creditors was vehement, and my neceſſity 
known to be extreme, he offered me a ſmall office, 
but hinted his expectations that I ſhould marry a 
young woman with whom he had been acquainted, 


I' was not ſo far depreſſed by my calamities as to 
comply with his propoſal; but knowing that com- 
weg and expoſtulations would but gratify his inſo- 
Tence, I turned away with that contempt with which 

I ſhall never want jpirit to treat the wretch who can 
outgo the guilt of a robber without the temptation 

of his profit, and who lures the credulous and 
thoughtleſs to maintain the ſhow of his levee, and 
the mirth of his table, at the expence of honour, 
happineſs, and life. 1 am, Sir, &c. 


LIBERAL IS. 
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Nouns. 164. SATURDAY, Ocholer 12, 1751. 


—Þitium, Gaure, Catonis habes, Man r. 


Saurus pretends to Cato's fame; 
And proves, by Cato's vice, his claim. 


ISTINCTION is ſo pleaſing to the pride 

of man, that a great part of the pain and 
pleaſure of life ariſes from the gratification or diſap- 
pointment of an inceſſant wiſh for ſuperiority, from 
the ſucceſs or miſcarriage of ſecret competitions, 
from victories and defeats of which, though they 
appear to us of great importance, in reality none 


are conſcious except ourſelves, 


PROPORTIONATE to the prevalence of this love 
of praiſe is the variety of means by which its at- 
tainment is attempted, Every man, however hope- 


leſs his pretenſions may appear to all but himſelf, * 


has ſome project by which he hopes to raiſe to repu- 


tation; ſome art by which he imagines that the no- 


tice of the world will be attracted ; ſome quality, 
good or bad, which diſcriminates him from the 
common herd of mortals, and by which others may 
be perſuaded to love, or compelled to fear him, 


The aſcents of honour, however ſteep, never ap- 


pear inacceſſible; he that deſpairs to ſcale the 


precipices by which valour and learning have con- 
ducted their favourites, diſcover ſome by-path, or 


eaher acclivity, which, though it cannot bring him 
to the ſummit, will yet enable him to overlook 


thoſe with whom he is now contending for emi- 


nence; and we ſeldom require more to the happi- 


neſs of the preſent hour, than to ſurpaſs him that 


ſtands next before us. 


As the greater part of human kind ſpeak and act 
wholly by imitation, moſt of thoſe who aſpire to 
honour and applauſe propoſe to themſelves ſome ex- 
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ample which ſerves as the model of their conduct, 


and the limit of their hopes. Almoſt every man, 


if cloſely examined, will be found to have enliſted 
himſelf under ſome leader whom he expects to con- 
duct him to renown; to have ſome hero or other, 
living or dead, in his view, whoſe character he 


endeavours to aſſume, and whoſe performances he 
labours tot ! | 


WIEN the original is well choſen and judiciouſſy 
copied, the imitator often arrives at excellence, 
which he could never have attained without direc- 
tion; for few are formed with abilities to diſcover 
new poſhbilities of excellence, and to diſtinguiſn 


themſelves by means never tried before. 


Bor folly and idlenèſs often contrive to gratify 


pride at a cheaper rate: not the qualities which 
are moſt illuſtrious, but thoſe which are of eaſieſt 
attainment are felected for imitation; and the ho- 
nours and rewards which publick gratitude has paid 
to the benefactors of mankind, are expected by 
wretches who can only imitate them in their vices 
and defects, or adopt ſome petty ſingularities, of 
which thoſe from whom they are borrowed, were 
ſecretly aſnam ec. | ed Eg 

No man riſes to ſuch a height as to become con- 
ſpicuous, but he is on one {ide cenſured by undiſ- 


cerning malice, which reproaches him for his beſt 


actions and ſlanders his apparent and inconteſtable 


excellencies; and idolized on the other by igno- 


rant admiration, which exalts his faults and follies 
into virtues. It may be obſerved, that he by whole 


_ Intimacy his acquaintances imagine themſelves digni- 


hed, generally diffuſes among them his mien and his 
habits; and indeed without more vigilance than is 
generally applied to the regulation of the minuter 
parts of behaviour, it is not eaſy, when we converſe 


much with one whoſe'general character excites our 


veneration, 


— 
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4 
10 veneration, to eſcape all contagion of his peculiari- 
A KG 8 a h | d | | delib f 1 thi k 17 g 
1. ties, even when we do not erately think them 
| worthy of our notice, and when they would have 
1155 excited laughter or diſguſt had they not been pro- 


tected by their alliance to nobler qualities, and ac- | 
cidentally conſorted with knowledge or with virtue. 


— 


ro os.” 
— 
be wits ů — 


Tux faults of a man loved or honoured, ſome- | 
times ſteal ſecretly and imperceptibly upon the wiſe 
and virtuous, but by injudicious fondneſs or thought- ** 
40 leſs vanity are adopted with deſign. There is ſcarce 
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"| Ju any failing of mind or body, any error of opinion, 
4 {if . of Ci . 2 ſt 4 " 
3 or depravity of practice, which inſtead of produco- 
„ ing ſhame and diſcontent, its natural effects, has 
o i not at one time or other gladdened vanity with the 
#4} hopes -of -praiſe, and been diſplayed with oftenta- 


„ tious induſtry by thoſe who ſought kindred minds 
248 among the wits or heroes, and could prove their 
Hs relation only by ſimilitude of deformity. ol 


1 In conſequence of this perverſe ambition, every ® 
"08 habit which reaſon condemns may be indulged and 
1 avowed. When a man is upbraided with his faults, 
| he may indeed be pardoned if he endeavours to run 
1 for ſhelter to ſome celebrated name; but it is not 
Wis to be ſuffered that, from the retreats to which he 
11 4- fled from infamy, he ſhould iſſue again with the 
confidence of conqueſts, and call upon mankind 


j or praiſe. Vet we ſee men that waſte their patri- 
Wl | mony in luxury, deſtroy their health with debauch- þ 
| ery, and enervate their minds with idleneſs, becauſe 

| there have been ſome whom luxury never could 

| fink into contempt, nor idleneſs hinder from the 

+ praiſe of genius. Sol | 
„ | | Tunis general inclination of mankind to copy cha- 

Ek racters in the groſs, and the force which the recom- 

. mendation of illuſtrious examples adds to the allure- 
ns ments of vice, ought to be conſidered by all whoſe 
Wil! character excludes them from the ſhades of ſecrecy, 

| 
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us incitements to ſcrupulous caution and univerſal 
purity of manners. No man, however inſlaved to 
his appetites, or hurried by his paſſions, can, while 
the preſerves his intellects unimpaired, pleaſe him- 
ſelf with promoting the corruption of others. He 
*Z whoſe merit has enlarged his influence, would ſure- 
ly wiſh to exert it for the benefit of mankind. Yet 
ſuch will be the effect of his reputation, while he 
ſuffers himſelf to indulge any favourite fault, that 
they who have no hope to reach his excellence, will 
catch at his failings, and his virtues will be cited to 
= juſtify the copiers of his vices, 


X Tr is particularly the duty of thoſe who conſign 
illuſtrious names to poſterity, to take care leſt their 
readers be miſled by ambiguous examples. That 
=X writer may be juſtly condemned as an enemy to 
goodneſs who ſuffers fondneſs or intereſt to con- 
found right with wrong, or to ſhelter the faults 
XX which even the wiſeſt and the beſt have committed 
from that ignominy which guilt ought always to 
ſuffer, and with which it ſhould be more deeply 
ſtigmatized when dignified by its neighbourhood to 
X uncommon worth, {ince we ſhall be in danger of 
= d-holding it without abhorrence, unleſs its turpi- 
tude be laid open, and the eye ſecured from the de- 
ception of ſurrounding ſplendour. * vg 
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Young was 1 once and poor, now rich and old; 
A harder caſe than mine was never told; 5 
Bleſt with the pow'r to uſe them I had none; 


* 


Loaded with riches now, the power is gone. F. Lzw1$, iS 


7 ne RAM BL. E R. 
SIR, „ | | 
HE writers who have undertaken the Apen 
| miſing taſk of moderating defire, exert all the 


Power of their eloquence, to ſhew that happineſs 
is not the lot of man, and have by many arguments 
and examples proved the inſtabili 

dition which envy or ambition are excited. 


They have ſet before our eyes all the calamities to 


which we are expoſed from the frailty of nature, 


the influence of accident, or the ſtratagems of ma- 


lice; they have terrified greatneſs with conſpira- 


cies, and riches with anxieties, wit with criticiſm, 


and beauty with diſeaſe. 


ALL the force of reafon and all the charms of 
language are indeed neceſſary to ſupport poſitions 
which every man hears with a wiſh to confute them. 


Truth finds an eaſy entrance into the mind when ſhe 


1s introduced by defire, and attended by pleaſure ; 
but when ſhe intrudes uncalled, and brings only fear 
and ſorrow in her train, the paſſes of the intellect 
are barred againſt her by prejudice and paſſion ; if 
ſhe ſometimes forces her way by the batteries of ar- 


AXxTIPHILUS, | 


ty of every con- 


oa ea a A as % ²˙ ! IE Go ae oe Sou Is n= 


ME oats onde” al 0 


1 


© 380 
$0 
pro- 
' 3 
3 
1 
IL 


1 the 
ineſs 
lents 


ited. 


ture, 
ma- 
pira- 
eiſm, 


ns of 
tions 
hem. 
n ſhe 
ure ; 
fear 
llect 
ik 


f ar- 


ent, 


9 165. : 

1 gument, ſhe ſeldom long keeps poſſeſſion of hep 
cConqueſts, but is ejected by ſome tavoured enemy, 
or at beſt obtains only a nominal ſovereignty, with- 
out influence and without authority. 
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 Trar life is ſhort we are all convinced, and yet 


| ſuffer not that conviction to repreſs our projects or 
limit our expectations; that liie is miſerable we all 
ILUSs feel, and yet we believe that the time is near when 
2X we ſhall feel it no longer. But to hope happineſs 
and immortality is equally vain. Our ſtate may in- 
& deed be more or leſs imbittered, as our duration 


Is. may be more or leſs contracted ; yet the utmoſt fe- 


licity which we can ever attain, will be little 
better than alleviation of miſery, and we ſhall al- 
ways feel more pain from our wants than pleaſure 
from our enjoyments. The incident which I am 
going to relate will ſhew, that to deſtroy the effect 
of all our ſucceſs, it is not neceſſary that any ſignal 
calamiiy ſhould fall upon us, that we ſhould be hare 
raſſed by implacable perſecution, or excruciated b 

irremediable pains; the brighteſt hours of proſ- 
perity have their clouds, and the ftream of lite, 14 
it is not ruffled by obſtructions, will grow putri 


- 


Mx father reſolving not to imitate the 4 of 
his anceſtors, who had hitherto left the younger ſons 
encumbrances on the eldeſt, deſtined me to a lucra- 
tive profeſſion, and I being careful to loſe no oppor» 


tunity of improvement, was at the uſual time in 


which young men enter the world, well qualified 
for the exerciſe of the buſineſs which I had choſen, 


* 


Mx eagerneſs to diſtinguiſh myſelf in publick, and 


my impatience of the narrow ſcheme of life to which 
my indigence confined me, did not ſuffer me to con- 
tinue Jong in the town where I was born. I went 
away as from a place of confinement, with a reſolu- 
uon to return no more, till I ſhould be able to 

| „ dazzle 


28 The R A N 1685. 
dazzle with my ſplendor thoſe who now looked upon 
me with contempt, to reward thoſe who had paid 
Honours to my dawning merit, and to ſhow all wo ü 
had ſuffered me to glide by them unknown and neg- | 
Ieted, how much they miftook their intereſt in 
omitting to propitiate a genius like mine. | 


Sven were my intentions when] ſallied forth into 
the unknown world, in queſt of riches and honours, 
which I expected to procure in a very ſhort time; 

for what could withcld them from induſtry and 
knowledge? He that indulges hope will always be 
difappointed. Reputation I very ſoon obtained ; 
but as merit is much more cheaply acknowledged 
than rewarded, I did not find myſelf yet enriched 
in proportion to my celebrity. | 


FF r / ET VOICES 0 Oo 3 ys 
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I HAD however in time ſurmounted the obſtacles : 
- by which envy and competition obſtruct the firſt at- 
| tempts of a new claimant, and ſaw my opponents 
; and cenſurers tacitly confeſſing their deſpair of ſuc- 
_  cefs, by courting my friendſhip*and yielding to my Few 
influence. They who once purſued me, were now | © 
fatisfied to eſcape from me; and they who had be 
fore thought me preſumptuous in hoping to overtake 1 
| them, had now their utmoſt wiſh, if they were per- l 
EH mitted at no great diſtance quietly to low me. 85 
| Mx wants were not madly multiplied as my ac- b 
| quiſitions encreaſed, and the time came at length 4 
when I thought myſelf enabled to gratify all rea- 
ſonable deſires, and when, therefore, I refolved to 
enjoy that plenty and ferenity which IT had been 1 
hitherto labouring to procure, to enjoy them while g 
I was yet neither 98 by age into infirmity, nor 10 
| ſo habituated to a particular manner of life as to be l 
[| © unqualified for new ſtudies or entertainments. 55 
I row quitted my profeſſion, and to ſet myſelf at 2 


once free from all importunities to reſume it, chang- 
: | „„ 
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ed my reſidence, and devoted the remaining part 


of my time to quiet and amuſement. Amidſt innu- 


3 merable projects of pleaſure which reſtleſs idleneſs 
XX incited me to form, and of which moſt, when they 


came to the moment of execution, were rejected for 
others of no longer continuance, ſome accident re- 
vived in my imagination the pleaſing ideas of my 
native place. It was now in my power to viſit thoſe 

from whom I had been ſo long abſent, in ſuch a 


manner as was conſiſtent with my former reſolution, 


and I wondered how it could happen that I had ſa 
long delayed my own happineſs £ 5 


For of the admiration which I ſhould excite, 
and the homage which I ſhould receive, I dreſſed 
my ſervants in a more oſtentatious livery, purchaſed 
2 magnificent chariot, and reſolved to dazzle the 
inhabitants of the little town with an unexpected 
blaze of greatneſs, . 8 


WHILE the preparations that vanity required were 
made for my departure, which, as workmen will not 
eaſily be hurried beyond their ordinary rate, Ithought 
very tedious, I ſolaced my impatience with imaging 
the various cenſures that my appearance would pro- 
duce, the hopes which ſome would feel from my 


bounty, the terror which my power would ftrike on 


others; the aukward reſpe&t with which I ſhould 
be accoſted by timorous officiouſneſs; and the diſtant 
reverence with which others leſs familiar to ſplen- 
dour and dignity would be contented to gaze upon. 
me. Ideliberated along time, whether I ſhould im- 
mediately deſcend to a level with my former ac- 
ITT egy or make my condeſcenſion more grate- 
ul by a gentle tranſition from haughtineſs and re- 
ſerve. At length I determined to forget ſome of my 
companions, till they diſcovered themſelves by ſome 
indubitable token, and to receive the congratulations- 
of others upon my good fortune with indifference, 
to ſhow that I always 3 what had now ob- 
Es | 3 | | tained, 


* 


| 


| 
| 
| 


ſeized me by the hand with hone 


triumph which had flattered my expectation, Of 
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tained. The acclamations of the populace I pur- 
| poſed to reward with ſix hogſheads of ale, and a 
' Toaſted ox, and then recommend to them to res 


turn to their work. 


- Ar laſt all the trappings of grandeur were fitted, 


and 1 began the journey of triumph, which I could 


have wiſhed to have ended in the ſame moment, 


but my horles felt none of their maſter's ardour, and 


I was ſhaken four days upon rugged roads. I then 
entered the town, and having graciouſly let fall the 
glaſſes, that my perion might be ſeen, paſſed flowly 
through the ſtreet, "The noiſe of the wheels brought 
the inhabitants to their doors, but I could not per- 
ceive that I was known by them. At laſt I alighted, 
and my name, I ſuppoſe, was told by my ſervants, 
for the barber ſtept from the oppoſite. houſe, and 

| joy in his coun- 
te nance, which, according to the rule that I had 
preſcribed to myſelf, I repreſſed with a frigid graci- 
ouiſnets, The fellow, inſtead of ſinking into dejec- 
tion, turned away with contempt, and left me to 
conſider how the ſecond ſalutation ſhould be re- 
ceived. The next friend was better treated, for I 
foon found that I muft purchaſe by civility that re- 
gard which I had expected to enforce by inſolence. 


TERRE was yet no ſmoke of bonfres, no har- 


mony of bells, no ſhout of crouds, nor riot of joy; 


the buſineſs of the day went forward as before, and 


after having ordered a ſplendid ſupper, which no 
man came to partake, and which my chagrin hin- 


dered me from taſting, I went to bed, where the 
vexation of diſappointment overpowered the fatigue 
of my journey, and kept me from ſleep. | 


IROSE ſo much humbled by thoſe mortifications, 


as to enqure after the preſent ſtate of the town, and 


found that I had been abſent too long to obtain the 


the 
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the friends whoſe compliments J expected, ſome had 
long ago moved to diſtant provinces, ſome had loſt 
in the maladies of age all ſenſe of anather's proſpe- 
X rity, and ſome had forgotten our former intimacy 
X amidſt care and diſtreſſes. Of three whom I had 
reſolved to puniſh for their former offences by a 
longer continuance of neglect, one was, by his own 
induſtry, raiſed above my ſcorn, and two were ſhel- 
tered from tt in the grave. All thoſe whom I loved, 
feared, or hated, all whoſe envy or whoſe kindneſs 
1 had hopes of contemplating with picaſure, were 
XZ ſwept away, and their place was filled by a new ge- 
= neration with other views and other competitions; 
and among many proofs of the impotence of wealth, 
I found that it conferred upon me very few diſtinc- 


tions in my native place, — 
4 | SEROTINUS, 
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Pauper eris ſemper, fi pauper es, miliane, | | 
Dantur opes nullis nunc niſi divitibus, MaxzT, 
Once poor, my friend, ſtill poor you muſt remain, 
The rich alone have all the means of gain, Epw, Cave, 


N O complaint has been more frequently re- 
peated in all ages than that of the neglect of 
merit aſſociated with poverty, and the difficulty with 
which valuable or pleaſing qualities force themſelves 
into view, when they are obſcured by indigence. It 
has been long obſerved that native beauty has little 
power to charm without the ornaments which for- 
tune beſtows, and that to want the favour of others 
is often ſufficient to hinder us from obtaining it. 


„ Every. 
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Every day diſcovers that mankind are not yet 


convinced of their error, or that their conviction is 
without power to influence their conduct; for po- 
verty ſtill continues to produce contempt, and {ill 
obſtruQs the claims of kindred and of virtue. The 
eye of wealth is elevated towards higher ſtations, 
and ſeldom deſcends to examine the actions of thoſe 
who are placed below the level of its notice, and 


who in diſtant regions and lower ſituations areftrug- | 


gling with diſtreſs, or toiling for bread. Among 
the multitudes overwhelmed with inſuperable cala- 


mity, it is common to find thoſe whom a very little 


aſſiſtance would enable to ſupport themſelves with 
decency, and who yet cannot obtain from near re- 
lations what they ſee hourly laviſhed in oftentation, 


luxury, or frolick. 


TRE are natural reaſons why poverty does not 
eaſily conciliate affection. He 5 40 has been con- 
fined from his infancy to the converſation of the 
loweſt claſſes of mankind, muſt neceſſarily want 
thoſe accompliſhments which are the uſual means 
of attracting favour; and though truth, fortitude, 
and probity give an indiſputable right to reverence 


and kindneſs, they will not be diſtinguiſhed by com- 


mon eyes, unleſs they are brightened by elegance 


of manners, but are caſt aſide like unpoliſhed gems, 


of which none but the artiſt knows the intrinſick 


value, till their aſperities are ſmoothed and their 


incruſtations rubbed away. 


TRE groſſneſs of vulgar habits obſtructs the effi- 
cacy of virtue, as impurity and harſhneſs of ſtile im- 
pairs the force of reaſon, and rugged numbers turn 
off the mind from artifice of diſpoſition, and ferti- 
lity of invention. Few have ſtrength of reaſon to 
over-rule the perceptions of fenfe; and yet fewer 
have curioſity or benevolence to ſtruggle long againſt 
the firſt impreſſion: he therefore who fails to pleaſe 
in his ſalutation and addreſs is at once rejected, and 

| hever 


«a, MH ww wy ﬀY oo ©" 


A 
8 Ge TELE nm Q TR 4 a i. 


3 
1 


PV 


Ne 166. The R AMB L E R. — a 
never obtains an opportunity of ſhowing his latent 
excellencies, or eſſential qualities. 


Ir is indeed not eaſy to preſeribe a ſucceſsful 


manner of approach to the diſtreſſed or neceſlitous,. 
whoſe condition ſubjects every kind of behaviour 
equally to miſcarriage. He whoſe confidence of me - 
rit incites him to meet without any apparent ſenſe 
of inferiority the eyes of thoſe who flattered them- 
ſelves with their own dignity, 1s conſidered as an in- 
ſolent leveller, impatient of the-juſt prerogatives of 
rank and wealth, eager to uſurp the ſtation to which 
he has no right, and to confound the ſubordinations 
of ſociety ; and who would contribute to the exal- 
tation of that ſpirit, which even want and calamity: 
are not able to reſtrain from rudeneſs and rebellion 2 


Bor no better ſucceſs will commonly be found 


to attend ſervility and dejection, which often give 
pride the confidence to treat them with contempt. 


A requeſt made with diffidence and timidity is eaſi- 
ly denied, becauſe the petitioner himſelf ſeems to- 
doubt its fitneſs. Fitts 8; 


KINDNEss is generally reci procal; we are deſirous 
of pleaſing others, becauſe we receive pleaſure from 
them; but by what means can the man pleaſe, whoſe 


attention. is engroſſed. by his diſtreſſes, and who has 


no leiſure to be officious; whoſe will is reſtrained by. 
his neceſſities, and who has no power to confer be- 
nefits; whoſe temper is perhaps vitiated by miſery, 
and whoſe underſtanding is impeded by ignorance ? 


Ir is yet a more offenſive, diſcouragement, that: 


the ſame actions performed by different hands pro- 


duce different effects, and inſtead of rating the man. 
by his performances, we rate too frequently the per- 
formance by the man. it ſometimes happens in the. 
combinations of life, that important ſervices are per- 
formed by inferiors; but though their zeal and acti- 
| | 5 : Vt y, 


eee eee 
vity may be paid by pecuniary rewards, they ſeldom 


excite that flow. of gratitude, or obtain that accu- 
mulation of recompence with which all think it 


their duty to acknowledge the favour of thoſe who 
deſcend to their aſſiſtance from a higher elevation. 
To be obliged, is to be in ſome reſpect inferior to 


another; and few willingly indulge the memory of 


an action which raiſes one whom they have always 
been accuſtomed to think below them, but ſatisfy 
themſelves with faint praiſe and penurious payment, 


and then drive it from their own minds, and endea= 


vour to conceal it from the knowledge of others. 


Ir may be always objected to the ſervices of thoſe 
who can be ſuppoſed to want a reward, that they 


were produced not by kindneſs but intereſt they MF _ 
are therefore, when they are no longer wanted, 


eaſily diſregarded, as arts of inſinuation, or ſtrata- 
gems of ſelfiſnneſs. Benefits which are received as 
gifts from wealth, are exacted as debts from indi- 
gence; and he that in a high ſtation is celebrated 
for ſuperfluous goodneſs, would in a meaner condi- 
tion have barely been confeſſed to have done his duty. 


II is ſcarcely poſſible for the utmoſt benevolence 
to oblige, when exerted under the diſadvantages of 
great inferiority, for by the habitual arrogance of 


wealth, ſuch expectations are commonly formed as 


no zeal or induſtry can ſatisfy; and what regard 
can he hope, who has done leſs than was demanded 
from him? Hf e Oh 8 


THERE are indeed kindneſſes conferred which 
were never purchaſed: by precedent favours, and 
there is an affection not ariſing from gratitude or 
groſs intereſt, by which fimilar natures are attract- 
ed to each other, without proſpe& of any other 


advantage than the pleaſure of exchanging ſenti- 


ments, and the hope of confirming their eſteem of 
themſelves by the approbation of each other. 3 
Ss this 
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this ſpontaneous fondneſs ſeldom riſes at the ſight 
of poverty, which every one regards with habitual 


XX contempt, and of which the applauſe is no more 


courted by vanity, than the countenance is ſoli- 


XZ cited by ambition. The moſt generous and diſin- 


tereſted friendſhip muſt be reſolved at laſt into the 
love of ourſelves ; he therefore whoſe reputation or: 
dignity inclines us to conſider his eſteem as a teſti- 
monial of deſert, will always find our hearts open 
to his endearments. We every day fee men of emi- 
nence followed with all the obſequiouſneſs of de- 
pendance, and courted with all the blandiſnments 
of flattery, by thoſe who want nothing from them 
but profeſſions of regard, and who think themſelves 
liberally rewarded by a, bow, a ſmile, or an em- 


23 brace. 


Bur thoſe prejudices which every mind feels 
more or leſs in favour of riches, ought, like other 
opinions which. only cuſtom and example have im- 
preſſed upon us, to be in time ſubjected to rea- 


fon. We muſt learn how to ſeparate the real. 


character from. extraneous adheſions and caſual 
circumſtances, to conſider cloſely him whom we 
are about to adopt or to reject; to regard his in- 
clinations as well as his actions; to trace out thoſe: 
virtues. which lie torpid in the heart for want of 
opportunity, and thoſe vices that lurk unſeen by 
the abſence of temptation; that when we find 
worth faintly ſhooting in the ſhades of obſcurity, 
we may let in light and ſunſhine upon it, and ripen 
barren. volition into efficacy and power. | 


E6 
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Nux. 167. TuzspAx, October 22, 1751. 


Candida perpetuo refide concordia lecto, 
Tamęue pari ſemper fit Venus ægua jugo. 

Diligat ipſa ſenem quondam, ſed et ipſa marita 
Tum quogue cum Fuerit, non videatur anus. Max To 

Their nuptial bed may ſmiling-concord dreſs, 

And Henus ſtill the happy union bleſs ! 

Wrinkled with age, may mutual love and truth 

To their dim eyes recall the bloom of youth. F. Lewia, 


2. To the RAMBLER.. 

. „ SY 

IT is not common to envy thoſe with whom we 
cannot eaſily be placed in compariſon. Every 


man ſees without malevolence the progreſs of an- 


other. in the tracks of life, which: he has himſelf 
no deſire to tread, and hears without inclination ts 
cavils or contradiction the renown of thoſe whoſe 
diſtance will- not ſuffer them to draw the attention 
of mankind from his own merit. The ſailor never 
thinks it neceflary to conteſt the lawyer's abilities; 
nor would the Rambler, however jealous of his re- 


putation, be much diſturbed by the ſucceſs of rival 


wits at Agra or Iſpaban. 


We do not therefore aſcribe to you any ſuperla- 
tive degree of virtue, when we believe that we may 
inform you of our change of condition without 
danger of malignant faſcination;, and that when 
you read of the marriage of your correſpondents 
 fHymeneus and Tranguilla, you will join your wiſhes. 


to thoſe of their other friends for the happy event of 


an union in which caprice and ſelhſhneſs: had fo- 


THERE is at leaſt this reaſon why we ſhould be- 
leſs deceived in our connubial hopes than many who 
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enter into the ſame ſtate, that we have allowed our 


minds 
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minds to form no unreaſonable expectations, nor vi- 


8 


ber perſon; and Hymenæus thought no act of baſen 
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tiated our fancies in the ſoft hours of courtſhip, with. 


viſions of felicity which: human power cannot be- 


ſtow, or of perfection which human virtue cannot 
attain. That impartiality with. which we endeavour- 


ed to inſpect the manners of all whom. we have 
X known was never ſo much overpowered by our paſ- 
*X ſion, but that we diſcovered ſome faults and weak - 
neſſes in each other; and joined our hands in con- 


viction, that as there are advantages to be enjoyed in 
marriage, there are inconveniencies likewiſe to ba 
endured; and that, together with confederate in- 
tellects and auxiliar virtues, we muſt: find different 
opinions and oppoſite inclinations. | 7 


WE however flatter ourſelves, for who is not flat- 
tered by himſelf as well as by others on the day of 
marriage, that we are eminently qualified to give 
mutual pleaſure. Our birth is without any ſuch re- 
markable diſparity as can give either an opportunity 


of inſulting the other with pompous names and 


ſplendid alliances, or of calling in upon any dome 
ſtick controverſy the overbearing aſſiſtance of pow- 
erful relations. Our fortune was equally ſuitable, 
ſo that we meet without any of thoſe obligations 
which always produce reproach or. ſuſpicion of re- 
proach, which, though they may be forgotten in the 
gaieties of the firſt month, no delicacy will always 
ſuppreſs, or of which the ſuppreſſion muſt be con- 
ſidered. as a new favour, to be repaid by tameneſa 
and ſubmiſſion, till gratitude takes the place of love, 
and the deſire of pleaſing degenerates by degrees 
into the fear of offending, TO 


TE ſettlements cauſcd.no delay; for we did not 
truſt our affairs to the negociation of wretches who 
would have paid their court by multiplying ſtipu- 
lations. Tranguilla ſcorned to detain any part of her 
fortune from him into.whoſe hands ſhe delivered up | 

Eels 


more 


more criminal than his who enſlaves his wife by her 
own generoſity, who by marrying without a jointure 
condemns her to all the dangers of accident and ca- 


price, and at laſt boaſts his liberality by granting | 1 


what only the indiſcretion of her kindneſs enable 
him to withhold, He therefore received on the 
common terms the portion which any other woman 


might have brought him, and reſerved all the exu- 
berance of acknowledgment for thoſe excellencies 


which he has yet been able to diſcover only in Tran- 
gquilla. | | 


who conſider themſelves as taking the laſt draught 
of pleaſure, and reſolve not to quit the bowl with- 


out a ſurfeit, or who know themſelves about to ſet | 
happineſs to hazard, and endeavour to-loſe their | 


rpetual amuſe- 


fenſe of danger in the ebriety of 
fore they ſink. 


ment, and whirl round the gulph 


Hymeneus often repeated a medical axiom, that he 


fuccours of fickneſs ought not to be waſted in haalth.. 


We know that however our eyes may yet ſparkle, #| 
and our hearts bound at the preſence of each other, 


the time of liſtleſſneſs and ſatiety, of peeviſhneſs 
and diſcontent muft come at laſt, in which we ſhall. 


de driven for relief to ſhews and recreations; that 
the uniformity of life muſt be ſometimes diverſified, 


and the vacuities of converſation ſometimes ſupplied. 


We rejoice in the reffection that we have ſtores of 


novelty yet unexhauſted, which may be opened 
when repletion ſhall call for change, and gratifica- 
tions yet untaſted, by which life when it ſhall be- 
come vapid or bitter ma 
ſweetneſs and ſprightlineſs, and again irritate the ap- 
petite, and again ſparkle in the cup. 


Ov time will probably be leſs taſteleſs than that 


of thoſe whom the authority and avarice of parents 


unites almoſt without their conſent in their early 
years, before they have accumulated any fund of 


5 re- 


WE did not paſs the weeks of courtſhi p like thoſe 


be reſtored to its former 
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reſſection, or collected materials for mutual enter- 
tainment. Such we have often ſeen riſing in the 
morning to cards, and retiring in the afternoon to 
doſe, whoſe happineſs was celebrated by their neigh- 
bours, becauſe they happened to grow rich by par- 
ſimony, and to be kept quiet by inſenſibility, and 
agreed to eat and to fleep together, | 


W have both mingled with the world, and are 
therefore no ſtrangers to the faults and virtues, the 
deſigns and competitions, the hopes and fears of our 
cotemporaries. We have both amuſed our leiſure - 
with books, and can therefore recount the events 
of former times, or cite the dictates of ancient wiſ- 
dom. Every occurrence furniſhes us with ſome hint 
which one or the other can improve, and if it ſhould 
happen that memory or imagination fail us, we can 


retire to no idle or unimproving ſolitude. 


- TrovcH our characters beheld at a diſtance, ex- 


th. MS hibit this general reſemblance, yet a nearer inſpec- 
le, tion diſcovers ſuch a diſſimilitude of our habitudes 
er, and ſentiments, as leaves each ſome peculiar advan- 
eſs tages, and affords that concordia diſcors, that ſuitable 
all. D eee which is always neceſſary to intellec- 
at © tual harmony. There may be a total diverſity of 
d, ideas which admits no participation of the ſame de- 
d. light, and there may likewiſe be ſuch a conformity 
of of notions, as leaves neither any thing to add to the 
ed deciſions of the other. With ſuch contrariety there 
a- can be no peace, with ſuch ſimilarity there can be no 
e- pleaſure. Our reaſonings, though often formed up- 
er on different views, terminate generally in the ſame 
p- concluſion. Our thoughts, like rivule.s iſſuing from 


diſtant ſprings, are each impregnated in its courſe 
with various mixtures, and tinged by infuſions un- 


iat known to the other, yet at laſt eaſily unite into one 
ats ſtream, and purify themſelves by the gentle efferveſ- 
ly cence of contrary qualities, C | 
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| FTuksx benefits we receive in a greater degree az 
dee converſe without reſerve, becauſe we have no; 
1 thing to conceal. We have no debts to be paid by 
j _ Imperceptible deductions from avowed expences, no 


 _ Habits to be indulged by the private ſubſerviency off 
| a favoured ſervant, no private interviews with needy 2 
relations, no intelligence with ſpies placed upon 
each other. We conſidered marriage as the moſt * 

folemr league of perpetual friendſhip, a ftate from 
which artifice and concealment are to be baniſhed 
for ever, and in which every act of diſimulation is 

a breach of faith. = | 2 


THE impetuous vivacity of youth, and that ardor 
of deſire, which the firſt fight of pleaſure-naturally * 
roduces, have long ceaſed to hurry us into irregu- 
at ity and'vehemence; and experience has ſhewn us 
that few gratifications are too valuable to be ſacri- 
ficed to complaifance. We have thought it conve- 
nient to reſt from the fatigue of pleaſure, and now 
only continue that courſe of life into which-we had 
before entered, confirmed in our choice by mutual 
approbation, ſupported in our reſolution by mutual 
encouragement, and aſſiſted in our efforts by mu- 
tual exhortation. 35 1 


Such, Mr. Rambler, is our proſpect of life, a 
proſpect which as it is beheld with more attention, 
ſeems to open more extenſive happineſs, and ſpreads- 
by degrees into the boundleſs regions of eternity.” 
But if all our prudence has been vain, and we are 
doomed to give one inſtance more of the uncertainty 
of human diſcernment, we ſhall comfort ourſelves: | 
amidſt our diſappointments, that we were not be⸗ 

trayed but by ſuch deluſions as caution could: not 
eſcape, ſince we ſought happineſs only in the arms: 
of virtue, We are, 7 


J 


Your humble Servants, 
„ HYMEN@£EUS.. 
| TRAN QUILLA,.. 
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1 has been obſerved by Boileau, that © a mean 
. I or common thought expreſſed in pompous dic» 
tion, generally pleaſes more than a new or noble 
„ ſentiment delivered in low and vulgar language 


rdor & becauſe the number is greater of thoſe whom 
rally „ cuſtom has enabled to judge of words, than 
+ * whom ſtudy has qualified to examine things.” 
« U : 
W FTuis ſolution might ſatisfy, if ſuch only were 
Ae offended with meanneſs of expreſſion as are unable 
—_ to diſtinguiſh propriety of thought, and to ſeparate 
had *X propoſitions or images from the vehicles by which 
tual they are conveyed to the underſtanding. But this 
tual kind of diſguft is by no means confined to the igno- 
tant or ſuperficial ; it operates. uniformly and uni- 


2X verſally upon readers of all claſſes; every man, 
however profound or abſtracted, perceives himſelf 


ny irreſiſtibly alienated by low terms; they who pro- 
10N, feſs the moſt zealous adherence to truth are forced, 
ads. to admit that ſhe owes part of her charms to her or- 
ity. BF naments, and loſes much of her power over the 
er ſoul, when ſhe appears diſgraced by a dreſs uncoutk 
ne? or ill-adjuſted. 550 3 
ves | + > 
be- Ws: are all offended by low terms, but are not 
not diſguſted alle by the ſame compoſitions, becauſe 
ms we do not all agree to cenſure the ſame terms as 
low. No word is naturally or intrinſically meaner- 
| than another; our opinion therefore of words, as of 
„ether things arbitrarily and capriciouſly eſtabliſhed, 


depends, 
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depends wholly upon accident and cuſtom. The 
cottager thinks thoſe apartments ſplendid and ſpa- 
cious, which an inhabitant of palaces will deſpiſe 
for their inelegance; and to him who has paſſed 
moſt of his hours with the delicate and polite, many 
expreſſions will ſeem ſordid, which another, equally 
acute, may hear without offence; but a mean term 
never fails to diſpleaſe hin to whom it appears 
mean, as poverty is certainly and invariably deſpiſ- 
ed, though he who is poor in the eyes of ſome, may 
by others be envied for his wealth. 1: 


' WoRDs become low by the occaſions to which 
they are applied, or the genera] character of them 
who uſe them; and the diſguſt which they produce, 
ariſes from the revival of thoſe images with which 
they are commonly united. Thus if, in the moſt 


has been ſucceſsfully employed in ſome ludicrous 
narrative, the graveſt auditor finds it difficult to re- 
frain from laughter, when they who are not pre- 
poſſeſſed by the ſame accidental aſſociation, are ut- 
terly unable to gueſs the reaſon of his merriment. 
Words which convey ideas of dignity in one age, 
are baniſhed from elegant writing or converſation 
in another, becauſe they are in time debaſed by 


the involuntary recollection of unpleaſing images. 


WũJ J EN Mackbeth is confirming himſelf in the hor- 

rid purpoſe of ſtabbing his king, he breaks out 
amidſt his emotions into a wiſh natural to a mur- 
dlexer, | 


come, thick night! 


And pall thee in the dunneſt ſmoke of hell, 
That my keen knife ſee not the wound it makes; 
Nor heav'n peep through the blanket of the dark, 


* 
In. 


To cry, hold, hold! 


folemn diſcourſe, a phraſe happens to occur which 


vulgar mouths, and can be no longer heard without 
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nn this paſſage is exerted all the force of poetry, that 
force which calls new powers into being, which 


embodies ſentiment, and animates matter; yet per- 
haps ſcarce any man now. peruſes it without fome 
diſturbance of his attention from the counteraction 
of the words to the ideas. What can be more 
dreadful than to implore the preſence of night, in- 
veſted not in common obſcurity, but in the ſmoke 
of hell? Yet the efficacy of this invocation is de- 
ſtroyed by the inſertion of an epithet now ſeldom 
heard but in the ftable, and dun night may come or 
go without any other notice than contempt. 


Ix we ſtart into raptures when ſome hero of the 
Iliad tells us that Jv wane, his lance rages with 
eagerneſs to deftroy ; if we are alarmed at the terror 
of the ſoldiers commanded by Cz/ar to hew down - 
the ſacred grove, who dreaded, ſays Lucan, leſt the 


| axe aimed at the oak ſhould fly back upon the 


- 


ſtriker, | | 

e Fk en" 
— 9.9 robora ſacra ferirent, E 
In ua credebant redituras membra ſecuret, 


i» i * 


None dares with impious ſteel the grove to rend, 
Leſt on himſelf the deſtin'd ſtroke deſcend. 


we cannot ſurely but ſympathiſe with the horrors of 
a wretch about to murder his maſter, his friend, his 
benefactor, who ſuſpects that the weapon will re- 
fuſe its office, and ſtart back from the breaſt which 
he is preparing to violate. Yet this ſentiment is 
weakened by.the name of an inſtrument uſed by 
butchers and cooks in the meaneſt employments; 
we do not immediately -concejve that any crime of 
importance is to be committed with a #nife ; or 
who does not, at laſt, from the long habit of con- 
necting a knife with fordid offices, feel averſion ra- 
ther than terror? EN 11 


ACE. 


Peeping: through a: blanket® 


TirxsꝑE imperfeRions of dition are leſs obvious 
to the reader, as he is leſs acquainted with common 
uſages ; they are therefore wholly imperceptible to 
a foreigner, who learns our language from books, 
and will ſtrike a ſolitary acadenuck. leſs. forcibly: 


than a modiſh lady; J 


AMONG the numerous requiſites that moſt concur i 
to complete an author, few are of more importance 
than an early entrance into the living world. The 
feeds of knowledge may be planted in ſolitude,. but 
muſt be cultivated in publicx. Argumentation may | 


be taught in colleges, and theories formed in retire- 


ment, but the artifice of embelliſhment, and the | 
powers of attraction, can-be gained. only by general. | 
eonverſe. IL 3 4 ion 


AN eee with prevailing cuſtoms and 


faſhionable elegance is neceſſary likewiſe for other 
purpoſes. Fhe injury that grand imagery fuffers. 
from unſuitable-language, perſonal merit may fear 
from rudeneſs. and indelicacy. When the ſucceſs of 
LEneas depended on the favour of the queen upon 
whols coaſts he was driven, his celeſtial protectreſs 
thought him not ſufficiently ſecured againſt rejection. 
by bis piety or bravery, but decorated him 1 * the 

. | | Inter- 
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MACKBETH proceeds to wiſh, in the mad- 
neſs of guilt, that the inſpection of heaven may be 
intercepted, and that he may in the involutions of 
Infernal darkneſs eſcape the eye of providence. | 

This is the utmoſt extravagance of determined 
wickedneſs; yet this is ſo debaſed by two unfortu- 
nate words; that while I endeavour- to impreſs on 
my reader the energy of the fentiment, I can ſcarce 
check my riſibility, when the expreſſion forces it- 

felf upon my mind; for who, without ſome relaxa- 

dion of his gravity; can hear of the avengers of guilt 


- 
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3 
1 


interview with preternatural beauty. Whoever de- 


mad- 
ay be | 3 
ns of reaſonably contemn, the favour of mankind, muſt 
add grace to ſtrength, and make his thoughts agree- 


ence. a a 
nined able as well as uſeful. Many complain of neglect 


vho never tried to attract regard. It cannot be ex- 


ortu- 
ſs on pected that the patrons of ſcience or virtue ſhould 
carce be ſolicitous to diſcover excellencies which they 
25 it- who poſſeſs them ſhade and diſguiſe. Few have 
laxa- abilities ſo much needed by the reſt of the world as 
guilt 
* not condeſcend to recommend himſelf by external 

RX embelliſhments, muſt ſubmit to the fate of juſt ſenti- 
ious ments meanly expreſſed, and be ridiculed and for- 


\moir BF gotten before he is underſtood. | 
le to 3 
2885232 8), 74 8 7 4 8 7 
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The 


No blood from bitten nails, thoſe poems drew; 
But churn'd, like ſpittle from the lips they flew, 


but Da vD zx. 
may 85 | = | 1 
tire- ATURAL hiſtorians affert, that whatever 
d the | is formed for long duration arrives ſlowly to 
neral its maturity, Thus the firmeſt timber is of tardy 


growth, and animals generally exceed each other in 
long vity in proportion to the time between their 
and conception and their birth. 
ther | | | 
fers Tre ſame obſervation may be extended to the 
fear offspring of the mind. Haſty compoſitions, how- 


fs of ever they pleaſe at firſt by flowery luxuriance, and 


upon ſpread in the ſun- ſhine of temporary favour, can 


treis. WF ſeldom endure the change of ſeaſons, but periſh at 
tion. WE the ficſt blaſt of criticiſm, or froſt of neglect. When 


r the ¶ Apelles was reproached with the paucity of his pro- 
nter= BW ductions, and the inceſſant attention with which he 


fires, for his writings or himſelf, what none can 


to be careſſed on their own terms; and he that will 
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retouched his pieces, he condeſcended to make no 1 


other anſwer, than that he painted for perpetuity. 


No vanity can more juſtly incur contempt and 
indignation than that which boaſts of neglizence 


and hurry, For who can bear with patience the 


writer who claims ſuch ſuperiority to the reſt of his 3 
ſpecies, as to imagine that mankind are at leiſure 


for attention to his extemporary ſallies, and that po- 


ſterity will repoſite his caſual effuſions among the I 


/ 


treaſures of ancient wiſdom? 


Men have ſometimes appeared of ſuch tranſcen= 


dent abilities, that their ſlighteſt and moſt curſory 
performances excel all that labour and ſtudy can 


regions of which the ſpontaneous products cannot 


be equalled in other ſoils by care and culture. But 


it is no les dangerous for any man to place himſelf 
in this rank of underſtanding, and fancy that he is 
born to be illuſtrious without labour, than to omit 


the cares of huſbandry, and expect from his ground 
the bloſſoms of Arabia. 35 Et 


TRE greateſt part of thoſe who congratulate 
themſelves upon their intellectual dignity, and uſurp 


che privileges of genius, are men whom only them 
ſelves would ever have marked out as.enriched by 


uncommon liberalities of nature, or entitled to ve- 
neration and aerger e on eaſy terms. This ar- 
dor of confidence is uſually found among thoſe, who 
having not enlarged their notions by books or con- 
verſatlon, are perſuaded by the partiality which we 
all feel in our own favour, that they have reached 
the ſummit of excellence, becauſe they diſcover 
none higher than themſelves; and who acquieſce in 
the firſt thoughts that occur, becauſe their ſcanti- 
neſs of knowledge allows them little choice, and 
the narrowneſs of their views affords them no 


glimpſe of perfection of that ſublime idea which 
A | human 


oy. 
41» . 
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enable meaner intellects to compoſe; as there are 
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human induſtry has from the firſt ages been vainly 
toiling to approach. They ſee a little, and believe 
that there is nothing beyond their ſphere of viſton, 


as the Patuecos of Spain, who inhabited a ſmall 


valley, conceived the dare eee to be 
the boundaries of the world. In proportion as 


WE peri:ction is more diſtinctly conceived, the pleaſure 


of contemplaiing our own performances will be 


lefſened; it may therefore be obſerved, that they 
== who molt dejerve pr iſe, are often afraid to decide in 
W favour of their own performances; they know how 


much is ſtill wanting to their completion, and wait 
with anxiety and terror the determination of the 


RK publick. I pleaſe every one elſe, ſays Tully, but neuer 


Satryfy myſelf 


IT has often been enquired, why, notwithſtand- 


ing the advances of latter ages in ſcience, and the 


aſſiſtance which the infuſion of ſo many new ideas 
has given us, we ftill fall below the ancients in the 
art of compoſition. Some part of their ſuperiority 
may be juſtly afcribed to the graces. of their lan- 
guage, from which the moſt poliſhed of the preſent 


| European tongues, are nothing more than barbarous. 


degenerations. Some advantage they . gain 
merely by priority, which put them in poſſeſſion of 


the moſt natural ſentiments, and left us nothing but 
ſervile repetition or forced conceits. But the greater 


part of their praiſe ſeems to have been the juſt re- 


ward of modeſty and labour. Their ſenſe of human 
weakneſs, cnn them commonly to one ſtudy, 
which their knowledge of the extent of every ſci- 


ence engaged them to proſecute with indefatigable 
| diligence. 1 | 


Ano the writers of antiquity I remember none 
except Statizs, who ventures to mention the ſpeedy 
production of his writings, either as an extenuation. 
of his faults, or a proof of his facility, Nor did, 
| 19 | Statius, 
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Statius, when he conſidered himſelf as a candidate 
for laſting reputation, think a cloſer attention un- 
neceſſary, but amidſt all his pride and indigence, 
the two great haſteners of modern poems, employed 
twelve years upon the Thebaid, and thinks his claim 
to renown proportionate to his labour. 


_ Thebais, multa rruciata lima, 

Tentat, audaci fide, Mantuane 
Vaudia fame, : 
Poliſh'd with endleſs toil, my lays 
At length aſpire to Mantuan praiſe, 


„D indeed apologizes in his baniſhment for 


the imperfection of his letters, but mentions his 


want of leiſure to poliſh them as an addition to his 
calamities; and was ſo far from imagining reviſals | 
and corrections unneceſſary, that at his departure 
from Rome, he threw his 1 into the 
fire, leſt he ſhould be diſgraced by a book which he 
could not hope to finiſh, 8 = 


Ir ſeems not often to have happened that tbe 


fame writer aſpired to reputation in verſe and proſe, 


and of thoſe few that attempted ſuch diverſity of 
excellence, I know not that even one ſucceeded. | 
Contrary characters they never imagined a ſingle 
- mind able to ſupport, and therefore no man is re- þ 
corded to have undertaken more than one kind of | 
diramatick poetry. 


WHAT they had written they did not venture 
in their firſt fondneſs to thruſt into the world, but 
conſidering the ſending forth inconſiderately that 
which cannot be recalled, deferred the publicatian, 
if not nine years, according to the direction of Ho- 
race, yet till their fancy was cooled after the rap- 
tures of invention, and the glare of novelty had 
ceaſed to dazzle the judgment, Ja i 


6 | | "THERE 


; 
169. | 
idate 
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THERE were in thoſe days no weekly or diurnal 


writers; multa dies, & multa litura, much time, and 


any raſures, were conſidered as indiſpenſable re- 


Huiſites; and that no other method of attaining 
Jaſting Us has been yet diſcovered, may be con- 


ectured from the blotted manuſcripts of Milton now 


Femaining, and from the tardy emiſſion of Pope's 
compoſitions, delayed more than once till the inci- 


3 dents to which they alluded were forgotten, till his 


enemies were ſecure from his ſatire, and what to an 
oneſt mind muſt be more painful, his friends were 


deaf to his encomiums. | 


is his 
to his | 
arture 
to the 
ch he 


To him, whoſe eagerneſs of praiſe hurries his 
productions ſoon into the light, many imperfections 
are unavoidable, even where the mind furniſhes the 

aterials, as well as regulates their diſpoſition, and 

othing depends upon ſearch or information. De- 
lay opens new veins of thought, the ſubject diſ- 
miſſed for a time appears with a new train of de- 


pendant images, the accidents of reading or con- 
verſation ſupply new ornaments or alluſions, or 


at the i mere intermiſſion of the fatigue of thinking enables 
__ the mind to collect new force, and make new excur= 
ity of ¶ſions. But all thoſe benefits come too late for him, 


>eded. 
ſingle 
is re- 


ind of 


>nture 
, but 


y that | 


ation, 
f Ho- 
e rap- 


ty had 


HERE 


who when he was weary with labour, ſnatched at 
the recompence, and gave his work to his friends 


perſuaded him to conclude it. 


and his enemies, as ſoon as impatience and pride 


One of the moſt pernicious effects of haſte, is 
obſcurity. He that teems with a quick ſucceſſion of 
ideas, and perceives how one ſentiment produces 


another, cafily believes that he can clearly expreſs 


what he ſo ſtrongly comprehends; he ſeldom ſuſ- 
pects bis thoughts of embatraſfment while he pre- 
ſerves in his own memory the ſeries of connection, 


or his diction of ambiguity while only one ſenſe is 


preſent to his mind. Yet if he has been employed 
on an abftruſe or complicated argument, he will 
TR br TT oe Y find, 
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find, when he has a while withdrawn his mind, and 
returns as a new reader to his work, that he has 
only a conjectural glimpſe of his own meaning, and 
that to explain it to thoſe whom he deſires to in- 
ſtruct, he muſt open his ſentiments, diſentangle his 
method, and alter his arrangement. = 


AUTHOoRs and lovers always ſuffer ſome infatua- 


tion, from which only abſence can ſet them free; , * 
and every man ought to reſtore himſelf to the full 
exerciſe of his judgment, before he does that which 
he cannot do improperly, without injuring his ho- 7 
nour and his quiet. . . - 
EERREARERERN ENERENEREAR WM 
__ Noms, 170, SATURDAY, November 2, 175. wn 
Confiteor ; „ quid proteſt delicka fate, 5  Ovis, 5 
I grant the charge; forgive the fault confeſs'd, | aw 
gains To the RAM BLE R. bo 
AM one of thoſe beings, from whom many, 
that melt at the ſight of all other miſery, think k 
it meritorious to withhold relief; one whom the 
rigour of virtuous indignation dooms to ſuffer with- 
out complaint, and periſh without regard ; and 
whom I myſelf have formerly inſulted in the pride 80 
of reputation and ſecurity of innocence. 3 
LAM of a good family, but my father was bur- - 
thened with more children than he could decently | 
ſupport. A wealthy relation, as he travelled from 
London to his country ſeat, condeſcending to make ad 
him a viſit, was touched with compaſſion of his nar- 1 
row fortune, and reſolved to eaſe him of part of his th 
charge, by taking the care of a child upon himſelf. WW 
Diftreſs on one ſide and ambition on the other, were th 


too powerful for parental fondneſs, .and the little 
„ TS e family 


170, | | 
* family paſſed in review before him, that he might 
e has make his choice. I was then ten years old, and 
and without knowing for what purpoſe, I was called to 
in- my great couſin, endeavoured to recommend myſelf 
e his by my beſt courteſy, ſung him my prettielt ſong, | 


'Z told the laſt ſtory that I had read, and ſo much en- 
deared myſelf by my innocence, that he declared his 


. own daughters. | 1 | 
Lacy My parents felt the common ſtruggles at the 
Ko thought of parting, and ſome natural tears they 
1" IR dropp'd, but wip'd them ſoon. They conſidered, not 
HE without that _ eſtimation Om ee 1 
which poverty long continued always produces, that 
&% I] was Laid 7 rank than * could give 
Ks me, and to hopes of more ample fortune than they 
38 could bequeath. My mother ſold ſome of her or- 
OS naments to dreſs me in ſuch a manner as might ſe- 
N cure me from contempt at my firſt arrival; and 
when ſhe diſmiſſed me, preſſed me to her boſom 
with an embrace that I ſtill feel, gave me ſome pre- 
cepts of piety which, however neglected, I have 
5 not forgotten, and uttered prayers for my final hap- 
nine pineſs, of which I have not yet ceaſed to hope, that 
he they will at Jaſt be granted, : 
"_ | Mr ſiſters envied my new finery, and ſeemed not 
pride much to regret our ſeparation ; my father conduct- 
ed me to the ſtage-coach with a kind of chearful 
tenderneſs; and in a very ſhort time, I was tranſ- 
9 ported to ſplendid apartments, and a luxurious 
eady table, and grew familiar to ſhow, noiſe and gaiety. 
from Ix three er di ing i 
| years my mother died, having implor- 
been ed a bleſſing on her family with her laſt 3 I 
f his had little opportunity to indulge a ſorrow which 
nſelf. there was none to partake with me, and therefore 
een ſoon ceaſed to reflect much upon my loſs. My fa- 
little ther turned all his care upon his other children, 


amily „ whom 
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reſolution to adopt me, and to educate me with his 


KE ˙ . a 
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pectations. 


TI SHOULD have ſhared the encreaſe of his for- 


part amongſt my ſiſters, 


Tus I was thrown upon dependence without 


reſource. Being now at an age in which young 
women are initiated in company, I was no longer 
to be ſupported in my former character, but at con- 
ſiderable expence; ſo that partly leſt I ſhould waſte i 
money, and'partly leſt my appearance might draw 
too many compliments and aſſiduities, I was inſen- 
fibly degraded from my equality, and enjoyed few 
privileges above the head ſervant, but that of re- 


ceiving no wages. 


| I FELT every indignity, but knew that reſent- f 
ment would precipitate my fall. I therefere en- 


deavoured to continue my importance by little ſer- 
vices and active officiouſneſs, and for a time pre- 
ſerved myſelf from neglect, by withdrawing all 
pretences to competition, and ſtudying to pleaſe 
rather than to ſhine. But my intereſt, notwith- 
ſtanding this expedient, hourly declined, and my 
couſin's favourite maid began to exchange repartees 
with me, and conſult me about the alterations of a 
caſt gown. | 


I was now completely depreſſed, and though J 
had ſeen mankind enough to know the neceſſity of 
outward chearfulneſs, I often withdrewto my cham- 
ber to vent my grief, or turn my condition in my 
mind, and examine by what means I might gy 

| from 


| 


h 


whom ſome fortunate adventurers and unexpected ; 
legacies enabled him, when he died four years after | 


my mother, to leave in a condition above their ex- 


Z 


tune, and had once a portion aſſigned me in his 
will; but my couſin aſſuring him that all care for 
me was needleſs, ſince he had reſolved to place me 
happily in the world, directed him to divide my 
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* 278, 1 | 7 
zected rom perpetual mortification. At laſt, my ſchemes 
s after Ind ſorrows were interrupted by a ſudden change of 


Ny relation's behaviour, who one day took an occa- 
Won wher we were left together in a loo n, to bid 
nc ſufer myſelf no longer to be inſulted, but aſſume 
the place which he always iptended me to hold in 


ir ex- 


s for- g me t | 
in his the family. He aſſured me, that his wife's prefe- 
re for W&<nce of her own daughters ſhould never hurt me; 


ce me if ns wi 
le my gold, ordered me to beſpeak a rich ſuit at the mer- 


cer's, and to apply privately to him for money When 
wanted it, and inſinuate that my other friends 
thout Eſupplicd me, which he would take care to confirm. 
oung Wl | 


onger By this ſtratagem, which I did not then under- 
con- ſtand, he filled me with tenderneſs and gratitude, 
waſte WE compelled me to repoſe on him as my only ſupport, 
draw and produced a neceſſity of private convertation. 
nſen- He often appointed interviews at the houſe of an 
1 few acquaintance, and ſometimes called on me with a 
of re- coach, and carried me abroad. My fenfe of his fa- 
KT vour, and the deſire of retaining it, diſpoſed me to 
unlimited complaiſance, and though I ſaw his kind- 
eſent-neſs grow every day more fond, I did not ſuffer any 
e en- ſuſpicion to enter my thoughts, At laſt the wretch 
e ſer- I took advantage of the familiarity which he enjoyed 
pre- as my relation, and the ſubmiſſion which he exacted 
g all as my benefactor, to complete the ruin of an orphan 
pleaſe hom his own promiſes had made indigent, whom 
hz his indulgence had melted, and his authority ſub- 
d my dued. N | 
artees | 5 | | 
«of a I KNOW not why it ſhould afford ſubjeR of exul- 
tation, to overpower on any terms the reſolution, or 
| ſurpriſe the caution of a girl; but of all the boaſters 
ugh I that deck themſelves in the ſpoils of innocence and 
ity of beauty, they ſurely have the leaſt pretenſions to tri- 
ham umph, who ſubmit to owe their ſucceſs to ſome ca- 
in my ſual influence. They neither employ the graces of 
eſcape | | D 3 fancy, 
from | 


Jand, accompanying his profeſſions with a purie of 
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fancy, nor the force of underſtanding, in their at- 
tempts ; they cannot pleaſe their vanity with the art 


of their approaches, the delicacy of their adula- 


tions, the elegance of their addreſs, or the efficacy of 
their eloquence ; nor applaud themſelves as poſſefied 


of any qualities, by which affection is attracted, 


They ſurmount no obſtacles, they defeat no rivals, 
but attack only thoſe who cannot reſiſt, and are 
often content to poſſeſs the body without any ſoli- 


citude to gain the heart. 


Mary of theſe deſpicable wretches does my pre- 
ſent acquaintance with infamy and wickedneſs ena- 
ble me to number among the heroes of debauchery, 
Reptiles whom their own ſervants would have de- 
ſpiſed, had they not been their ſervants, and with 
whom beggary would have diſdained intercourſe, 
had ſhe not been allured by hopes of relief. Many 
of the beings which are now rioting in taverns, oc 
ſhivering in the ſtreets, have been corrupted not b 
arts of gallantry which ſtole gradually upon the 2 
fections and laid prudence afleep, but by the fear of 
loſing benefits which were never intended, or of in- 
curring reſentment which they could not eſcape; 
ſome have been frighted by maſters, and ſome awed 
by guardians into ruin. 


.. Ovr crime had its uſual conſequence, and he 
ſoon perceived that I could not long continue in his 
family. I was diſtracted at the thought of the re- 
proach which I now believed inevitable. He com- 
forted me with hopes of eluding all diſcovery, and 
oſten upbraided me with the anxiety, which perhaps 
none but himſelf ſaw in my countenance; but at 
laſt mingled his aſſurances of protection and main- 
tenance with menaces of total deſertion, if- in the 
moments of perturbation I ſhould ſuffer his ſecret 
to eſcape, or endeavour to throw on him any part 
of my infamy. | 
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Travus paſſed the diſmal hours till my retreat 


could no longer be delayed, It was pretended that 
my relations had ſent for me to a diſtant country, 


| and I entered upon a ſtate which ſhall be deſcribed 
in my next letter. 


Jam, 8 I R, &c. 


. Mi 


NumB. 171. TuEgs DAY, November 5, 1751. 


Ving. 


Tadet cali convexa tueri. | 
Dark is the ſun, and loathſome is the day; 


_ . : To the RAMBLER 
'Þ I. 


ISELLA now fits down to continue her nar- | 


YA rative. I am convinced that nothing would 
more powerfully preſerve youth from irregularity 
or guard inexperience from ſeduction, than a ju 


. deſcription of the condition into which the wanton 


plunges herſelf, and therefore hope that my letter 
may be a ſufficient antidote to my example, : 


AFTER the diſtraction, heſitation and delays 
which the timidity of guilt naturally produces; I was 


removed to lodgings in a diſtant part of the town, 
under one of the characters commonly aſſumed up- 
_ on ſuch occaſions, Here being, by my circumſtances, 


condemned to ſolitude, I paſſed moſt of my hours in 
bitterneſs and anguiſh. The converſation of the 
people with whom I was placed, was not at all ca- 
pable of engaging my attention. or diſpoſſeſſing the 
reigning ideas. The books which I carried to my 
retreat were ſuch as heightened my abhorrence of 
myſelf; for I was not ſo far abandoned as to fink 
voluntarily into corrugtion, or endeavour to conceal 
from my own mind the enormity of my crime. 

| D 4 | Myr 
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Myr relation remitted none of his fondneſs, bu. 


viſited me ſo often that I was ſometimes afraid left 
his aſſiduity ſhould expoſe him to ſuſpicion. When- = 
ever he came he found me weeping, and was there 


fore leſs delightfully entertained than he expected, | 
After frequent expoſtulations upon the unreaſon- | 
ableneſs of my forrow, and innumerable proteſta- | 
tions of everlaſting regard, he at laſt found that | 
was more aftected with the loſs of my innocence, 
than the danger of my fame, and that he might not 
be diſturbed by my remorſe, began to lull my con- 
ſcience with the opiates of irreligion. His argu- 


ments were ſuch as my courſe of life has ſince ex- Wl 
poſed me often to the neceſſiy of hearing, vulgar, i 
empty and fallacious; yet they at firit confounded x 


me by their novelty, filled me with doubt and per- 
plexity, and interrupted that peace which I began 
to fee] from the ſincerity of my repentance, with- 
out ſubſtituting any other ſupport. I liſtened a 
while to his impious gabble, but its influence was 
ſoon overpowered by natural reaſon and early edu- 
cation, and the convictions which this new attempt 
youu me of his baſeneſs completed my abhorrence. 
have heard of barbarians,who, when tempeſts drive 
ſhips upon their coaſt, decoy them to the rocks 
that they may plunder their lading, and have al- 
ways hought that wretches thus mercileſs in their 
depredations, ought to be deſtroyed by a general 
inſurrection of all ſocial beings; yet how light 1s 
this guilt to the crime of him, whoin the agitations 
of remorſe cuts away the anchor of piety, and 
when he has drawn aſide credulity from the paths 
of virtue, hides the light of heaven which would di- 
rect her to return. f had hitherto conſidered him 
as a man equally betrayed with myſelf by the con- 
currence of appetite and opportunity; but I now 
ſaw with horror that he was contriving to perpe- 
tuate his gratification, and was deft:ous to fit me 
to his purpoſe by complete and radical corrup- 


tion. 
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To eſcape however, was not yet in my power. 


; I could ſupport the expences of my condition, only 
by the continuance of his favour. He provided all 


that was neceſſary, and, in a few weeks, congratu- 


® lated me upon my eſcape from the danger which we. 
had both expected with ſo much anxiety. I then _ 
began to remind him of his promiſe to reſtore me 


with my fame uninjured to the world. He pro- 


miſed me in general terms, that nothing ſhould be 
wanting which his power could add to my happi- 
| neſs, but forbore to releaſe me from my confine- 
ment. I knew how much my reception in the world 


depended upon my ſpeedy return, and was there- 
fore outragiouſly impatient of his delays, which I 
now perceived to be only artifices of lewdneſs. He 
told me, at laſt, with an appearance of ſorrow, that 
all hopes of reſtoration to my former ſtate were for 


ever precluded ; that chance had diſcovered my ſe- 


cret, and malice divulged it; and that nothing now 


remained, but to ſeek a retreat more private, where 


curioſity or hatred could never find us. 


TRE rage, anguiſh, and reſentment, which I felt 


at this account, are not to be expreſſed. I was in fo 
much dread of reproach and infamy, which he re- 
preſented as purſuing me with full cry, that I yield- 
ed myſelf implicitly to his diſpoſal, and was remov- 
ed with a thouſand ſtudied precautions through by- 


ways and dark paſſages, to another houſe, where 1 


harraſſed him with perpetual ſolicitations for a ſmall 
annulty, that might enable me to live in the coun- 
try with obſcurity and innocence. . 


Tus demand he at firſt evaded with ardent pro- 


feſſions, but in time appeared offended at my impor- 


tunity and diſtruſt; and having one day endeavour- 


ed to ſooth me with uncommon expreſſions of ten- 


derneſs, when he found my diſcontent immoveable, 
left me with ſome inarticulate murmurs of anger. 1 


was pleaſed that he was at laſt rouſed to ſenſibility, 
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and expecting that at his next viſit, he would com- 
ply with my requeſt, lived with great tranquillit 
upon the money in my hands, and was ſo much 
pleaſed with this pauſe of perſecution, that I did not 
reflect how much his abſence had exceeded the uſual 
intervals, till I was alarmed with the danger of 
wanting ſubſiſtence. I then ſuddenly contrated my 
expences, but was unwilling to ſupplicate for aſſiſt» 

_ ance, Neceſſity, however, ſoon overcame my mo- 
deſty or my pride, and I applied to him by a 1 
but had no anſwer. I writ in terms more preſ- 
ſing, but without effect. I then ſent an agent to 
enquire after him, who informed me, that he had 
quitted his houſe, and was gone with his family to 
reſide for ſome time upon his eſtate in /reland, | 


HowEveR ſhocked at this abrupt departure, I 
was yet unwilling to believe that he could wholly 
abandon me, and therefore by the ſale of my clothes 
1 ſupported myſelf, expecting that every poſt would 
bring me relief. Thus I paſſed ſeven months be- 

_ tween hope and dejection, in a gradual approach to 
poverty and diſtreſs, emaciated with diſcontent and 
bewildered with uncertainty, At Jaſt, my land- 
lady, after many hints of the neceſſity of a new 
loyer, took the opportunity of my abſence to ſearch 
my boxes, and miſſing ſome of my apparel, ſeized 
the remainder for rent, and led me to the door. 
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To remonſtrate againſt legal cruelty, was vain 
to ſupplicate obdurate brutality, was hopeleſs. I 
went away I knew not whither, and wandered about 
without any ſettled purpoſe, unacquainted with the 
uſual expedients of miſery, unqualified for laborious 
offices, afraid to meet an eye that had ſeen me be- 
fore, and hopeleſs of relief from thoſe who were 
{ſtrangers to my former condition. Night came on 
in the midft of my diſtraction, and I ſtill continued 
to wander till the menaces of the watch obliged me 
to ſhelter myſelf in a covered paſſage. 
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Nx day, Iprocured a lodging in the backward 


com- 

illi garret of a mean houſe, and employed my landlady 
muc to enquire for a ſervice. My applications were ge- 
id not nerally rejected for want of a character. At length, 
uſual I was received at a draper's; but when it was 
er of E known to my miſtreſs that I had only one gown, 
d my and that of ilk, ſhe was of opinion, that I looked 
aſſiſt» like a thief, and without warning, hurried me away. 
mo- I then tried to ſupport myſelf by my needle, and by 
etter, my landlady's recommendation, obtained a little 
preſ- work from a ſhop, and for three weeks lived with- 
nt to out repining; but when my punctuality had gained 
had; me ſo much reputation, that I was truſted to make 
ly to up a head of ſome value, one of my fellow-lodgers 


ſtole the lace, and I was obliged to fly from a pro- 
= iccution. Po . Eo 


holly RE Tavs driven again into the ſtreets, I lived upon 
othes the leaſt that could ſupport me, and at night accom- 
ould FR modated myſelf under pent-houſes as well as I could. 
; be- At length I became abſolutel 2 and hav- 
ch to ing ſtrolled all day without 1 enance, was at the 


cloſe of evening accoſted by an elderly man, with 
an invitation to a tavern. I refuſed him with heſi- 
tation; he ſeized me by the hand, and drew me into 
a neighbouring houſe, where when he ſaw my face 
pale with hunger, and my eyes ſwelling with tears, 
he ſpurned me from him, and bad me cant and 
whine in ſome other place; he for his part would 


ain ; take care of his pockets, 

8. | 5 

bout I sT1LL continued to ſtand in the way, having 
1 the ſcarcely ſtrength to walk farther, when another ſoon 
rious addreſſed me in the ſame manner. When he ſaw 


the ſame tokens of calamity, he conſidered that I 
might be obtained at a cheap rate, and therefore 


firmneſs to reject. By this man I was maintained 
tour months in 8 72 wickedneſs, and then 


n e N Ae 


2 made overtures, which I had no longer 


abandoned 
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impreſs upon me. 


try; but others are only precluded by infamy from 
reformation, and would gladly be delivered on any 
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abandoned to my former condition, from which 1 
Was delivered by another keeper. 8 


II this abject ſtate I have now paſſed four years, 
the drudge of extortion and the ſport of drunken- 
neſs ; ſometimes the property of one man, and 
ſometimes the common prey of accidental lewd- 
neſs; at one time tricked up for ſale by the miſtreſs | 
of a brothel, at another begging in the ſtreets to be 
relieved from hunger by wickedneſs; without any 
hope in the day but of finding ſome whom folly or 

exceſs may expoſe to my allurements, and without 
any reflections at night, but ſuch as guilt and terror 


* 


Ix thoſe who paſs their days in plenty and ſecu- 
rity, could viſit for an hour the diſmal receptacles to 


which the proſtitute retires from her nocturnal ex- 


eurſions, and ſee the wretches that lie crowded toge- 


ther, mad with intemperance, ghaſtly with famine, "= 
nauſeous with filth, and noiſome with diſeaſe; it 


would not be eaſy for any degree of abhorrence to 
harden them againſt compaſſion, or to repreſs the 
deſire which they muſt immediately feel to reſcue 


ſuch numbers of human beings from a ſtate fo 


* 


dreadful. 1 


Ir is ſaid that in France they annually evacuate 


their ſtreets, and ſhip their proſtitutes and vagabonds 


to their colonies. If the women that infeſt this city 


had the ſame opportunity of eſcaping from their mi- 


ſeries, I believe very little force would be neeeſſary; 
for who among them can dread any change? Many 


of us indeed are wholly unqualified for any but the 


moſt ſervile employments, and thoſe perhaps would 


require the care of a magiſtrate to hinder them 


from following the ſame practices in another coun- 
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terms from the neceflity of guilt and the tyranny of 
chance. No place but a populous city can afford 
opportunities for open proftitution; and where the 
eye of juſtice can attend to individuals, thoſe who 
cannot be made good may be reſtrained from miſ- 


chief. For my part I ſhould exult at the privilege 


ol baniſhment, and think* myſelf happy in any re- 


gion that ſhould reſtore me once again to honeſty 
an ms 1 Sir, be. 
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Sæpe rogare ſoles qualis fim, Priſce, futurus 
Si fam locuples; fimgue repente potens. ah. - 
Duemguam poſſe putas mores narrare futuros ? | 
Dic mihi, ſi fas tu leo, qualis eris. Man r. 
A 0 


Priſcus, you've often aſk' d me how I'd live, | 

Shou'd fate at once both wealth and honour give. 
What foul his future conduct can foreſee ? _ | 
Tell me what ſort of lion you wou'd be, F, LEWIS. 


OT HIN has been longer obſerved, than 

that a change of fortune cauſes a change of 
manners; and that it is difficult to conjecture from 
the conduct of him whom we ſee in a low condition, 
how he would act, if wealth and power were put 
into his hands, But it is generally agreed, that few 
men are made better 5 affuence or exaltation; and 
that the powers of the mind, when they are un- 
bound and expanded by the ſun-ſhine of felicity, 
more frequently luxuriate into follies, than bloſſom 
into goodneſs, 5 . . 


Maxx obſervations have concurred to eſtabliſh 
this opinion, and it is not likely ſoon to become 
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obſolete, for want of new occaſions to revive it. 


The greater part of mankind are corrupt in every 
condition, and differ in high and in low ſtations, - 


only as they have more or fewer opportunities of 
gratifying their defires, or as * wen more or leſs 
reſtrained by human cenſures. Many vitiate their 
principles in the acquiſition of riches; and who can 
-wonder that what is gained by fraud and extortion 
is enjoyed with tyranny and exceſs ? EE 


Yer Iam willing to believe that the depravation 


df the mind by external advantages, though cer- 


tainly not uncommon, yet approaches not ſo nearly 
to univerſality, as ſome have aſſerted in the bitter- 


neſs of reſentment, or heat of declamation. 


WHoEveR riſes above thoſe who once pleaſed 


themſelves with equality, will have many malevo- 


lent gazers at his eminence. To gain ſooner than 
others that which all purſue with the ſame ardour, 
and to which all imagine themſelves entitled, will 
for ever be a crime. When thoſe who ſtarted with 
us in the race of life, leave us ſo far behind, that 
we have little hope to overtake them, we revenge 
our diſappointment by remarks on the arts of ſup- 
plantation by which they gained the advantage, or 


on the folly and arrogance with which they poſſeſs 


it. Of them, whoſe rife we could not hinder, we 


ſolace ourſelves by prognoſticating the fall. 


Tr is impoflible for human purity not to betray 
to an eye thus ſharpened by malignity, ſome ſtains 
which lay concealed and unregarded while none 
thought it their intereſt to diſcover them; nor can 
the moſt circumſpect attention or ſteady rectitude, 
eſcape blame from cenſors, who have no inclination 
to approve. Riches therefore perhaps do not fo 
often produce crimes as incite accuſers, ; | 
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Tk common charge againſt thoſe who riſe 
above their original condition, is that of pride, It 
is certain, that ſucceſs naturally confirms us in a fa- 
vourable opinion of our own abilities. Scarce any . 
man is willing to allot to accident, friendſhip, and 
a thouſand cauſes which concur in every event with- 

out human contrivance or interpoſition, the part 
which they may juſtly claim in his advancement, 
We rate ourſelves by our fortune rather than our 
virtues, and exorbitant claims are quickly produced 
by imaginary merit. But captiouſneſs and jealouſy 
are likewiſe eaſily offended, and to him who ſtudi- 
ouſly looks for an affront, every mode of behaviour 
will ſupply it; freedom will be rudeneſs, and re- 
ſerve ſullenneſs; mirth will be negligence, and 
ſeriouſneſs formality : when he is received with 
ceremony, diſtance and reſpect are inculcated; if 


he is treated with familiarity, he concludes himſelf 


inſulted by condeſcenſions, 


IT muſt however be confeſſed that as all ſudden 
changes are dangerous, a quick tranſition from po- 
verty to abundance, can ſeldom be made with ſafe- 
ty. He that has long lived within fight of pleaſures, 
which he could not reach, will need more than 
common moderation, not to loſe his reaſon in 
unbounded riot, when they are firſt put into his 


power. EP | 


_ EveRY poſſeſſion is endeared by novelty ; eve 
gratification is exaggerated by deſire. It is difficult 
not to eſtimate what is lately gained above its real 


value; it is impoſſible not to annex greater happi- 
neſs to that condition from which we are unwilling- 


ly excluded, than nature has qualified us to obtain, 

or this reaſon, the remote inheritor of an unex- 
pected fortune, may be generally diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe who are enriched in the common courſe of li- 
neal deſcent, by his greater haſte to enjoy his weary 
: . Pe. y 
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by the finery of his dreſs, the pomp of his equipage, * 
the ſplendor of his furniture, and the luxury of his 


boned fy — 


table. 


A THovsAND things which familiarity diſcovers 
to be of little value, have power for a time to ſeize 
the imagination. A Virginian king, when the Eu- 
_ ad fixed a lock on his door, was ſo delight- 
ed to find his ſubjects admitted or excluded with 
ſuch facility, that it was from morning to evening 
his whole employment to turn the key. We among 
whom locks and keys have been longer in uſe, are t 
inclined to laugh at this American amuſement ; yet I 
doubt whether this paper will have a ſingle reader 
that may not apply the ſtory to himſelf, and recollect 
ſome hours of his life in which he has been equally 
overpowered by the tranſitory charms of trifling 
oo 1 | 2 


> 43,7 5%. 
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SOME indulgence is due to him whom a happy 
gale of fortune has ſuddenly tranſported into new | 
regions, where unaccuſtomed luſtre dazzles his eyes, 
and untaſted delicacies ſolicit his appetite. Let him 
not be conſidered as loſt in hopeleſs degeneracy, 
tho? he for a while forgets the regard due to others, 
to indulge the contemplation of himſelf, and in the 
extravagance, of his firſt raptures expects that his 
eye ſhould regulate the motions of all that approach | 
him, and his opinion be received as deciſive and 
oraculous. His intoxication will give way to time; 
the madneſs of joy will fume imperceptibly away ; 
the ſenſe of his inſufficiency will ſoon return ; he 

will remember, that the co-operation of others is 
neceſſary to his happineſs, and learn to conciliate 
their regard by reciprocal beneficence, 
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THERE is, at leaſt, one conſideration which 
ought to alleviate our cenſures of the powerful 
and rich. To imagine them chargeable with all wr 
* . | gullt 
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age, q 5 guilt and folly of their own actions, is to be very 
f his little acquainted with the world. | 

| : 7 | 8: 5 De Tab ſolu pouvoir uous 1gnorez Pyvreſſe, 3 
0vers 1 Et du lache flateur la voiæ enc bantereſſe. 

* 3 4 ' : 5 . | . 
ſeize PE: Thou haſt not known the giddy whirls of fate, | 
Eu- Nor ſervile flatteries Which enchant the great. N 


Hz that can do much good or harm, will not 
find many whom ambition or cowardice will ſuffer 
to be ſincere. While we live upon the level with 
yet I the reſt of mankind, we are reminded of our duty 
>2der by the admonitions of friends, and reproaches of 
ect enemies; but men who ſtand in the higheſt ranks of 
ually WE focicty, ſeldom hear of their faults ; if by any acci- 
fling dent an opprobrious clamour reaches their ears, 


ning 
"A 
o are ; b 


WE KHattery is always at hand to pour in her opiates, to 
quiet conviction and obtund remorſe. | y 
appy 5 $20 EE 
new | FAVOUR is ſeldom gained but by conformity in 


eyes, vice. Virtue canftand without aſſiſtance, and con- 
 bim 8 fiders herſelf as very little obliged by countenance 
racy, and approbation ; but vice, ſpiritleſs and timorous 
hers, BY fecks the ſhelter of crouds, and ſupport of confede - 
1 the | racy. The ſycophant, therefore, negleRs the good 
it his qualities of his patron, and employs all his art on 
dach his weakneſſes and follies, regales his reigning va- 


and WY nity, or ſtimulates his prevalent deſires. 

Ime; CD SET N . | 
way; (= VrImrTUE is ſufficiently difficult with any circum- 

3 he ſtances, but the difficulty is encreaſed when reproof . 
ers is and advice are frighted away. In common life, 

Hiate JM reaſon and conſcience have only the appetites and 


paſſions to encounter; but in higher ſtations, they 

muſt oppole artifice and adulation. He, therefore, 
zhich that yields to ſuch temptations, cannot give thoſe 
erful who look upon his miſcarriage much reaſon for ex- 
1 the ultation, ſince few can juſtly preſume that from 
guilt the ſame ſnare they ſhould have been able to — 
” Mm UMB, 
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Nuns. 173. Tus DAV, November 12, 1751. 
Quo virtus, quo ferat error? | | Horace, 
Now ſay, where virtue ſtops, and vice begins? 


A 


diſtort and dishgure the limbs; ſo the mind 


likewiſe is crippled and contracted by perpetual a- 


S any action or poſture, long continued, will 


plication to the ſame ſet of ideas. It is eaſy to gueſss 


the trade of an artizan by his knees, his fingers, or 
his ſhoulders; and there are few among men of the 


more liberal profeſſions, whoſe minds do not carry 


the brand of their calling, or whoſe converſation Ml 
does not quickly diſcover to what claſs of the com- 


munity they belong. 

T RESE peculiarities have been of great uſe, in 
the general hoſtility which every part of mankind 
exerciſes againſt the reſt, to furniſh inſults and ſar- 
caſms. Every art has its dialect, uncouth and un- 
grateful to all whom cuſtom has not reconciled to 
its ſound, and which therefore becomes ridiculous 
by a ſlight miſapplication, or unneceſſary repetition, 


Tx general reproach with which ignorance re- 


venges. the ſuperciliouſneſs of learning, is that of : 


PR a cenſure which every man incurs, who 
has at any time the misfortune to talk to thoſe who 

cannot underſtand him, and by which the modeſt 
and timorous are ſometimes frighted from the dif- 
play of their acquiſitions, and the exertion of their 
powers. 8 


THE name of a pedant is ſo formidable to young 
men when they firſt ſally from their colleges, and is 
ſo liberally ſcattered by thoſe who mean to boaſt 
their elegance of education, eaſineſs of manners, and 
knowledge of the world, that it ſeems to require 
particular conſideration ; ſince perhaps if it were 
once underſtgod, many a heart might be freed yaw 

. | painfu 
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painful apprehenſions, and many a tongue delivered 
rom reſtraint. 3 2 


| PEDANTRY is the unſeaſonable oſtentation of 
learning. It may be diſcovered either in the choice 


will of a ſubject, or in the manner of treating it. He 
ind 1s undoubtedly gue of pedantry, who, when he 
ap- has made himſelf maſter of ſome abſtruſe and uncul- 
ueſs tivated part of knowledge, obtrudes his remarks 
or and diſcoveries upon thoſe whom he believes unable 
the to judge of his proficiency, and from whom as he 
ry cannot fear contradiction, he cannot properly ex- 
ion pect applauſe. ' 0 


73 To this error the ſtudent is ſometimes betrayed, 
by the natural recurrence of the mind to its com- 


in mon employment, by the pleaſure which eyery man 
ind receives from the recollection of pleaſing images, 
ſar- and the deſire of dwelling upon topicks, on which 
un- be knows himſelf able to ſpeak with juſtneſs. But 
d to becauſe we are ſeldom fo far prejudiced in fayour of 
ous each other, as to ſearch out for palliations, this fai- 
on, lure of politeneſs is imputed always to vanity ; and 

the harmleſs collegiate, who, perhaps, intended en- 

re- tertainment and inſtruction, or at worſt only ſpoke. 
t of FF without ſufficient reflection upon the character of his 
who | hearers, is cenſured as arrogant or overbearing, and 
vho eager to extend his renown, in contempt of the con- 
_ venience of ſociety, and the laws of converſation. 

= | 
leir Arr. diſcourſe of which others cannot partake, is 


not only an irkſome uſurpation of the time devoted 
to pleaſure and entertainment, but, 'what never 


Ing fails to excite very keen reſentment, an inſolent 
dis BY aſſertion of ſuperiority, and a triumph over leſs en- 
oat lightened underſtandings. The pedant is, there- 
and fore, not only heard with wearineſs, but malignity; 

uire and thoſe who conceive themſelves inſulted by his 
vere knowledge, never fail to tell with acrimony how in- 

rom judiciouſly it was exerted. | 

nful EE "#0 


JT 
To avoid this dangerous imputation, ſcholars 
ſometimes diveſt themſelves with toa much haſte of | 
their academical formality, and in their endeavours 
to accomodate their notions and their ftile to com- 
mon conceptions, talk rather of any thing than of 
that which they underſtand, and fink into infipidity | 
of ſentiment and meanneſs of expreſſion. | 


THERE prevails among men of letters an opinion, 
that all appearance of ſcience is particularly hateful 


to women; and that therefore whoever-defires to 


be well received in female aſſemblies, mult qualify WW 
himſelf by a total rejection of all that is ſerious, ra- 
tional, or important; muſt conſider argument or 


ei iticiſm as perpetually interdicted ; and devote all 


his attention to trifles, and all his cloquence to 
compliment. | | 


STUDENTS often form their notions of the pre- 
ſent generation from the writings of the paſt, and 
are not very early informed of thoſe changes whick 
the gradual diffuſion of knowledge, or the ſudden 
caprice of faſhion, produces in the world. W hat- 
ever might be the ſtate of female literature in the 
laſt century, there is now no longer any danger leſt 
the ſcholar ſhould want an adequate audience at the 
tea-table ; and whoever thinks it ncce{lary to regu- | 
late his converſation by antiquated rules, will be 
rather deſpiſed for his futility than carefled for his 
politeneſs. _ | 3 


To talk intentionally in a manner above the 
comprehenſion of thoſe whom we addreſs, is un- 
queſtionable pedantry ; but ſurely complaiſance re- 
quires, that no man ſhould, without proof, con- 
clude his company incapable of following him to 
the higheſt elevation of his fancy, or the utmoſt ex- 
tent of his knowledge. It is always ſafer to err in 
favour of others than of ourſelves, and therefore we 
ſeldom hazard much by endeayouring to excel. 1. 

| 5 T 
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73. | ; 
ars lx ought at leaſt to be the care of learning, when 
of WW ſhe quits her exaltation, to deſcend. with dignity. 
urs Nothing is more deſpicable than the airineſs and 
m- jocularity of a man bred to ſevere ſcience, and ſoli- 
of tary meditation. To trifle agreeably, is a ſecret 
ity which ſchools cannot impart; that gay negligence 
and vivacious levity, which charm down reſiſtance 
where-ever they appear, are never attainable by 
on, nim who having ſpent his firſt years among the duſt 
ful of libraries, enters late into the gay world with an 
Hom ZE unpliant attention and eftabliſhed habits, | 
| | | 
_— XE Tr is obſerved in the panegyrick on Fabricius the 
tor mechaniſt, that, though forced by public employ- 
all ME ments into mingled converſation, he never loſt the 


5 modeſty and ſeriouſneſs of the convent, nor drew 
WT ridicule upon himſelf by an affected imitation of 
faſhionable life. To the ſame praiſe every man de- 


2re- BY votcd to learning ought to aſpire. If he attempts 
and the ſofter arts of pleaſing, and endeavours to learn 
aich the graceful bow and the familiar embrace, the in- 
lden ſinuating accent and the general ſmile, he will Joſe 
hat- the reſpect due to the character of learning, with- 
the out arriving at the envied honour of doing nothing 
* with elegance and facility. . | 
egu- BY THEOPHRASTUS was diſcovered not to be 


| be BY a native of Athens, by fo ſtrict an adherence to the 
r his Attic dialect as ſhewed that he had learned it not by: 
| = cuſtom, but by rule. A man not early formed to 
habitual elegance, betrays in like manner the effects 


the of his education, by an unneceſlary anxiety of be- 
un- haviour. It is poſſible to become pedantick by fear 
e re- of pedantry, as to be troubleſome by ill- timed civi- 


lity. There is no kind of impertinence more juſtly 
cenſurable, than his who is . labouring to le- 
vel thoughts to intellects higher than his own ; who 
apologizes for every word which his own narrow- 
neſs of converſe inclines him tothink unuſual ; keeps 

| FR the 
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the exuberance of his faculties under viſiblereſtraint; 


is ſolicitous to anticipate enquiries by needleſs expla- 


nations; and endeavours to ſhade his own abilities, 


leſt weak eyes ſhould be dazzled with their luſtre. 
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 Farnum habet in cornu, longe fuge, dummodo riſum 
Excutiat. fibi, non hic cuiquam parcet amico. Hon Ae. 
Vonder he drives avoid that furious beaſt: 
If he may have his jeſt, he never cares | 
At whoſe expence; nor friend, nor patron ſpares. 


Faancis, 


To dhe RA MB I. E R. 
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HE laws of ſocial benevolence require, that 
every man ſhould endeavour to aſſiſt others 


by his experience. He that has at laſt eſcaped into 


port from the fluctuations of chance, and the guſts 
of oppoſition, ought to make ſome improvements 
in the chart of life, by marking the rocks on which 


he has been daſhed, and the ſhallows where he has 


been ſtranded. 


THe error into which I was betrayed, when cu- 
ſtom firſt gave me up to my own direction, is very 
frequently incident to the quick, the ſprightly, the 
fearleſs, and the gay; to all whoſe ardour hurries 


them into precipitate execution of their deſigns, and 


imprudent declaration of their opinions; who ſel- 


dom count the coſt of pleaſure, or examine the di- 


Rant conſequences of any practice that flatters them 


with immediate gratification. - 


I cAME forth into the crouded world with the 
uſual juvenile ambition, and deſired nothing beyond 


the title of a-wit. Money I conſidered as below 
. S my 


We 
W's 
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my care; for I ſaw ſuch multitudes grow rich with- 
out underſtanding, that I could not forbear to look 
on wealth as an acquiſition eaſy to induſtry directed 
by genius, and therefore threw it aſide as a ſecond- 
ary convenience, to be procured when my principal 
with ſhould be ſatisfied, and my claim to intellee- 
tual excellence univerſally acknowledged. 


Wirz this view I regulated my behaviour in 
publick, and exercifed my meditations in folitude. 
My life was divided between the care of providin 
topicks for the entertainment of my company, an 
that of collecting company worthy to be entertain- 
ed; for I ſoon found, that wit, like every other 
power, has its boundaries; that its ſucceſs depends 
upon the aptitude of others to receive impreſſions; 
and that as ſome bodies, indifloluble by heat, can 
ſet the furnace and crucible at defiance, there are 
minds upon which the rays of fancy may be pointed 
without effect, and which no fire of ſentiment can 
agitate or exalt. 13 


Ir was, however, not long before J fitted myſelf 
with a ſet of companions, who knew how to laugh, 
and to whom no other recommendation was neceſ- 


ſary than the power of ſtriking out a jeſt. e 


thoſe I fixed my reſidence, and for a time enjoye 
the felicity of diſturbing the neighbours every night 
with the obſtreperous — which my ſallies for- 
ced from the audience. The reputation of our club 


every day increaſed, and as my flights and remarks 


were circulated by my admirers, every day brought 
new ſollicitations for admiſſion into our ſociety. 
To ſupport this perpetual fund of merriment, 1 
frequented every place of concourſe, cultivated the 
acquaintance be! all the faſhionable race, and paſſed 
the day in a continual ſucceſſion of viſits, in which 
collected a treaſure of pleaſantry for the * 
. ö 0 


a 


obſerve, whatever weakneſs: was betraye 
dence, whatever lapſe was ſuffered b 
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of the evening. Whatever error of conduct I could 
diſcover, whatever peculiarity of manage . could 
y neglect, all 
was drawn together for the diverſion of my wild 


companions, who, when they had been taught the 


art of ridicule, never failed to p e N 
the town on the 


enſuing day with ſcandal and vexation, with mer- 


by a zealous imitation, and fille 


riment and ſhame. 


I cAN ſcarcely-believe, when I recolle& my own | 
practice, that I could have been fo far deluded with 
petty praiſe, as to divulge the ſecrets of truſt, and | 
to expole the levities of frankneſs; to waylay the 
walks of the cautious, and ſurprize the ſecurity of | 
Yet it is certain, that for many | 
years I heard nothing but with deſign to tell it, and 
law nothing with any other curioſity than after 


- the thoughtleſs. 


ſome failure that might furniſh out a jeſt, 


of ſmartneſs and waggery. 


I wou not be underſtood: to charge mel 


Mv heart, indeed, acquits me of deliberate ma- 
lignity, or intereſted inſidiouſneſs. I had no other 

urpoſe than to heighten the pleaſure of laughter 
by communication, nor ever raiſed any pecuniary 
advantage from the calamities of others. I led-weak- 
neſs and negligence into difficulties, only that J 
might divert myſelf with their perplexities and diſ- 
treſſes; and violated every law of friendſhip, with 
no other hope than that of gaining the reputation 


with any crimes of the atrocious or deſtructive kind, 
I never betrayed an heir to gameſters, or a girl to 
debauchees; never intercepted the kindneſs of a pa- 
tron, or ſported away the reputation of innocence. 


My delight was only in petty miſchief, and panes 
not 


taryjvexations ; and my acuteneſs was employ 


upon 


veri. 
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if it be pointed out to notice. 
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torious to detect, but upon harmleſs ignorance or 
abſurdity, prejudice or miſtake. te I; 


TEIs enquiry I purſued- with ſo much diligence 
and ſagacity, that I was able to relate of every man 
whom I knew ſome blunder or miſcarriage ; to be- 


tray the moſt circumſpect of my friends into follies, 


by a judicious flattery of his predominant paſſion ; 
or expoſe him to contempt, by placing him in cir- 
cumſtances which put his prejudices into action, 
brought to view his natural defects, or drew the at- 
tention of the company on his airs of aftectation. 


THE power had been poſſeſſed in vain if it had 
never been exerted; and it was not my cuſtom to 
let any arts of jocularity remain unemployed. My 
impatience of applauſe brought me always early to 


the place of entertainment; and I ſeldom failed to 


lay a ſcheme with the ſmall knot that firſt gathered 
round me, by which ſome of thoſe whom we expec- 
ted might be made ſubſervient to our ſport. Every 
man has ſome favourite topick of converſation, on _ 
which, by a feigned ſeriouſneſs of attention, he may 
be drawn to expatiate without end. Eve: y man has 
ſome habitual contortion of body, or eſtabliſhed 
mode of expreſſion, which never fails to raiſe mirth - 
By premonitions of 
theſe particularities I ſecured our pleaſantry. Our 
companion entered with his uſual gaiety, and began 


to partake of our noiſy chearfulneſs, when the con- 
verſation was imperceptibly diverted to a ſubject 


which preſſed upon his tender part, and extorted the 
expected ſhrug, the cuſtomary exclamation, or the 
predicted remark. A general clamour of joy then 
burſt from all that were admitted to the ſtratagem. 


| Our mirth was often encrcaſed by the-triumph of 


him that occaſioned it; for as we do not haſtily form 
concluſions agiinſt ourſelves, ſeldom any one ſuf 
Vol IV. . E | pected, 
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ported, that he had exhilarated us otherwiſe than FB 
* his wit. | 5 N he 

You will hear, I believe, with very little ſurprize, 5 
that by this conduct I had in a ſhort time united 8 
mankind againſt me, and that every tongue was di- aj 
ligent in prevention or revenge. I ſoon perceived Io 
myſelf regarded with malevolence or diſtruſt, but 53 
wondered what had been diſcovered in me either MI *: 
terrible or hateful. I had invaded no man's pro- 5 
perty; I had rivalled no man's claims; nor had 


ever engaged in any of thoſe attempts which pro- 
voke the jealouſy of ambition, or the rage of fac- 
tion. I bad lived but to laugh, and make others 
laugh; and believed that I was loved by all who 
careſſed, and favoured by all who applauded me. I * 
never imagined, that he who, in the mirth of a 
nocturnal revel, concurred in ridiculing his friend, 
would conſider in a cooler hour, that the ſame trick 
might be played againſt himſelf; or that, even 
where there is no ſenſe of danger, the natural pride 
of human nature riſes againſt him, who by general 
cenſures lays claim to general ſuperiority, 5 


I was convinced, by a total deſertion, of the im- 

propriety of my conduct; every man avoided and 
| cautioned others to avoid me. Wherever I came, I 
found filence and dejection, coldneſs and terror. 
No one would venture to ſpeak, leſt he ſhould lay 
himſelf open to unfavourable repreſentations ; the 
company however numerous dropped off at ny 
entrance upon various pretences; and if I] retired 
to avoid the ſhame of being left, I heard confidence 


to h 
ſpica 


that 


and mirth revive at my departure. 5 T 
IF thoſe whom I had thus offended, could have I claude 


contented themſelves with repaying one inſult for MW ſintru 
another, and kept up the war only by a reciproca- abſtr: 
tion of ſarcaſms, they might have perhaps vexed, W ſeeing 

8 „„ but awake 
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but would never much have hurt me; for no man 


heartily hates him at whom he can laugh. But theſe 
wounds which they give me as they fly, are without 
cure; this alarm which they ſpread by their ſolici- 
tude to eſcape me, excludes me from all friendſhip 

and from all pleaſure: I am condemned to paſs a 
long interval of my life in ſolitude, as a man ſuſ- 
pected of infection is refuſed admiſſion into cities; 
and muſt linger in abſcurity, till my conduct ſhall 
convince the -world, that I may be approached 
without hazard. 5 | 

7 an, &c. 
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Rari guippe boni, numero wix ſunt totidem quot 
Thebarum portæ, wel diuitis oftia Nilt, Jo v. 


Good men are ſcarce, the juſt are thinly ſown ; 

They thrive but ill, nor can tliey laſt when grown. 
And ſhould we count them, and our ſtore compile 

Yet Thebes more gates could ſhew, more mouths the Mie. 


CREECH, 


ONE of the axioms of wiſdom which recom- 

mend the ancient ſages to veneration, ſeems 
to have required leſs extent of knowledge or per- 
ſpicacity of penetration than the remark of Bras 
that & Tos xaxti, the majority are wicked. 


- 


Tk depravity of mankind is ſo eaſily diſcover- 
able, that nothing but the deſert or the cell can ex- 
clude it from notice. "The knowledge of crimes 
intrudes uncalled and undefired. They whom their 
abſtraction from common occurrences hinders from 
ſeeing iniquity, will quickly have their attention 
awakened by feeling = ons he who ventures not 

= | 2 . : into 
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into the world, may learn its corruption in his clo- 
ſet. For what are treatiſes of morality, but per- 
ſuaſives to the practice of duties, for which no ar- 
guments would be neceſſary, but that we are con- 


_ tinually tempted to violate or negle& them? What c 


are all the records of hiſtory, but narratives of ſuc- 
cCeſſive villanies, of treaſons and uſurpations, mal- 


ſacres and wars? 


Bur, perhaps, the excellence of aphoriſms conſiſts 


not ſo much in the expreſſion of ſome rare or ab- 


ſtruſe ſentiment, as in the comprehenſion of ſome 
obvious and uſeful truth in a few words. We fre- 
quently fall into error and folly, not becauſe the 
true principles of action are not known, but be- 
cauſe, for a time, they are not remembered; and he 
may therefore be juſtly numbered among the bene- 
factors of mankind, who contracts the great rules 
of life into ſhort ſentences, that may be eaſily im- 
preſſed on the memory, and taught by frequent re- 
collection to recur habitually to the mind. 


HowWEVER thoſe who have paſſed through half 
the life of man, may now wonder that any ſhould 
require to be cautioned againſt corruption, they will 
find, that they have themſelves purchaſed their con- 
viction by many diſappointments and vexations, 
which an earlier knowledge would have ſpared 
them; and may ſee, on every ſide, ſome entangling 
themſelves in perplexities, and ſome ſinking into 
ruin, by ignorance or neglect of the maxim of Bias. 


EVERY day ſends out, in queſt of pleaſure and 
diſtinction, ſome heir fondled in ignorance, and 
flattered into pride. He comes forth with all the 
confidence of a ſpirit unacquainted with ſuperiors, 
and. all the benevolence of a mind not yet irritated 
by oppolition, alarmed by fraud, or embittered by 
cruelty. He loves all, becauſe he imagines ne 

| ö the 


— 0 F "PREY ——— 1 


No 175. The R AMBL E R. m 
the univerſal favourite. Every exchange of ſalu- 


tation produces new acquaintance, and every ac- 
quaintance kindles into friendſhip. 


EvEeRy ſeaſon brings a new flight of beauties 
into the world, who have hitherto heard only of 
their own charms, and imagine that the heart feels 
no paſſion but that of love. They are ſoon ſur- 
rounded by admirers whom they credit, becauſe 
they tell them only what is heard with delight. 
Whoever gazes upon them is a lover; and who- 


ver forces a ſigh, is pining in deſpair. 


_ Hz ſurely is a uſeful monitor, who inculcates to 
theſe thoughtleſs ſtrangers, that the majority are 
wicked; who informs them, that the train which 
weath and beauty draw after them, is lured only 


by the ſcent of prey 3 and that, perhaps, among all 
ou 


thoſe who croud about them with profeſſions and 
flatteries, there is not one who does not hope for 
ſome opportunity to devour or betray them, to glut 
himſelf by their deſtruction, or to ſhare their ſpoils 
with a ſtronger ſavage. 


VirTvE preſented ſingly to the imagination or 
the reaſon, 1s ſo well recommended by its own 
graces, and ſo ſtrongly ſupported by arguments, 
that a good man wonders how any can be bad; and 
they who are ignorant of the force of paſſion and 
intereſt, who never obſerved the arts of ſeduction, 
the contagion of example, the gradual deſcent from 
one crime to another, or the inſenſible depravation 
of the princes by looſe converſation, naturally 
expect to find integrity in every boſom, and vera- 
City on every tongue. 


IT is indeed impoſſible not to hear from thoſe 
who have lived longer, of wrongs and falſehoods, . 
of violence and circumvention ; but ſuch nariatives 


are commonly * the young, the heady, 


3 | and 
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love of money; who have no reaſon for action or 
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and the confident, as nothing more than the mur- | 


murs of peeviſhneſs, or the dreams of dotage ; and 1 
notwithſtanding all the documents of hoary wiſdom, 


we commonly plunge into the world fearleſs and 


credulous, without any foreſight of danger, or ap- 
prehenſion of deceit. . 


5 | 
I nave remarked, in a former paper, that credu- 


lity is the common failing of unexperienced virtue; 
and that he who is ſpontaneouſly ſuſpicious, may be 


juſtly charged with radical corruption ; for if he has 
not known the prevalence of diſhoneſty by infor- 
mation, nor had time to obſerve it with his own 


eyes, whence can he take his meaſures of judgment 
but from himſelf ? | 


THEY who beſt deſerve to eſcape the ſnares of 
artifice, are moſt likely to be entangled. He that 
endeavours to live for the good of others, muſt al- 
ways be expoſed to the arts of them, who live only 
for themſelves, unleſs he is taught by timely pre- 
cepts the caution required in common tranſactions, 
and ſhewn at a diſtance the'pitfals of treachery. 


To youth, therefore, it ſhould be carefully incul- 


cated, that to enter the road of life without caution 


or reſerve, in expectation of general fidelity and 


| Juſtice, is to launch on the wide ocean without the 
inſtruments of ſteerage, and to hope, that every 
wind will be proſperous, and that every coaſt will 


afford a harbour. 


To enumerate the various motives to deceit and 


: injury, would be to count all the defires that prevail 


among the ſons of men ; ſince there is no ambition 


however petty, no wiſh however abſurd, that by in- 
' dulgence will not be enabled to overpower the in- 


fluence of virtue. Many there are, who openly and 
almoſt profeſſedly regulate all their conduct by their 


for- 
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forbearance, for compliance or refuſal, than that 
they hope to gain more by one than by the other. 


Thele are indeed the meaneſt and cruelleſt of human 


beings, a race with whom, as with ſome peſtiferous 
animals, the whole creation ſeems to be at war; but 
who, however deteſted or ſcorned, long continue to 
add heap to heap, and when they have reduced one 
to beggary, are itil] permitted to faſten on another. 


Ornkxs, yet leſs rationally wicked, paſs their 


lives in miſchief, becauſe they cannot bear the ſight 


of ſucceſs, and mark out every man for hatred, 
whoſe fame or fortune they believe encreaſing. 


MAN, who have not advanced to theſe degrees 
of guilt, are yet wholly unqualified for friendſhip, 
and unable to maintain any conſtant or regular courle 


of kindneſs, Happineſs may be deſtroyed not only 


by union with the man who is apparently the flave 
of intereſt, but with him whom a wild opinion of 
the dignity of perſeverance in whatever cauſe diſ- 
poſes to purſue every injury with unwearied and per- 
petual reſentment; with him whoſe vanity inclines 


him to conſider every man as a rival in every pre- 


tenſion; with him whoſe airy negligence puts his 


friend's. affairs or ſecrets in continual hazard, and 
who thinks his forgetfulneſs of others excuſed by his 


inattention to himſelf; and with him whoſe incon- 
ſtancy ranges without any ſettled rule of choice 
3 varieties of friendſhip, and who adopts and 
diſmiſſes favourites by the ſudden impulſe of caprice. 


Tuus numerous are the dangers to which the 


converſe of mankind expoſes us, and which can be 


avoided only by prudent diſtruſt. He therefore that 


remembering this ſalutary maxim learns early to 


withhold his fondneſs from fair appearances, will 
have reaſon to pay ſome honours to Bias of Priene, 
who enabled him to become wiſe without the coſt 
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Naſo ſuſpendere adunco. Hor Ar. 
On me you turn the noſe x | 
1 are many vexatious accidents and | 
uneaſy ſituations which raiſe little compaſſion : 
tor the ſufferer, and which no man but thoſe whom g 
they immediately diſtreſs, can regard with ſeriouſ- 1 
neſs. Petty miſchiefs, that have no influence on : 
tuturity, nor extend their effects to the reſt of life, . 
are always ſeen with a kind of malicious pleaſure, ! 
A miſtake or embarraſment, which for the preſent l 
moment fills the face with bluſnes, and the mind ˖ 
with confuſion, will have no other effect upon thoſe 1 
who obſerve it than that of convulling them with 

irreſiſtible laughter. Some circumſtances of miſery 
are fo powerfully ridiculous, that neither kindneis | . 
nor duty can withſtand them; they bear down love, ; 
intereſt, and reverence, and force the friend, the x 
dependent, or the child, to give way to inſtanta- b 
neous motions of merriment. . FE! = 
AMoNG the principal of comick calamities, may 2 
. be reckoned the pain which an author, not. yet ir 
hardened into inſenſibility, feels at the onſet of a 15 
furious critick, whoſe age rank or fortune gives 0 
him confidence to ſpeak without reſerve; who 1 

heaps one objection upon another, and obtrudes i 

his remarks, and enforces his corrections without 
tenderneſs or a we. * by 
THe author, full of the importance of his work, — 
and anxious for the juſtification of every ſyllable, 8 
ſtarts and kindles at the lighteſt attack; the cri- fr 
tick, eager to eſtabliſh his ſuperiority, triumphing op 
in every diſcovery of failure, and zealous to imprels ag 
the cogency of his arguments, purſues him from Ny, 
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critick, who hazards little, proceeds with vehe- 
mence, impetuoſity and fearleſſneſs; the author, 
whoſe quiet and fame, and life and immortality are 


involved in the controverſy, tries every art of ſub- 


terfuge and defence ; maintains modeſtly what he 
reſolves never to yield, and yields unwillingly what 
cannot be maintained. The critick's purpoſe is to 
conquer, the author only hopes to eſcape ; the cri- 
tick therefore knits his brow, and raiſes his voice, 


and rejoices whenever he perceives any tokens of 


pain excited by the preſſure of his aſſertions, or the 
point of his ſarcaſms. The author, whoſe endea- 
vour is at once to mollify and elude his perſecutor, 
compoſes his features and ſoftens his accent, 
breaks the force of aſſault by retreat, and rather 
ſteps aſide than flies or advances. N 


As it very ſeldom happens that the rage of ex- 
temporary criticiſm inflicts fatal or laſting wounds, 
know not that the laws of benevolence entitle 
this diſtreſs to much ſympathy. The diverſion of 
baiting an author has the ſanction of all ages and 
nations, and is more lawful than the ſport of teiz- 
ing other animals, becauſe for the moſt part he 


comes voluntarily to the ſtake, furniſhed, as he 
imagines, by the patron powers of literature, with _ 
reſiſtleſs weapons, and impenetrable armour, with 

the mail of the boar of Erymanth, and the paws of. 


the lion of Nemea. 


Bor the works of genius are ſometimes produced 
by other motives than vanity ; and he whom nece(- 
ſity or duty enforces to write, is not always ſo well 
ſatisfied with himſelf, as not to be diſcouraged by 
cenſorious impudence. It may therefore be neceſ- 


fary to conſider how they whom publication lays 
open to the inſults of ſuch as their obſcurity ſecures 


againſt repriſals, may extricate themſelves from 
unexpected encounters. | 
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VIDA, a man of conſiderable ſkill in the poli- 
ticks of literature, directs his pupil wholly to aban- 
don his defence, and even when he can irrefraga- 
bly refute all objections, to ſuffer tamely the exulta- 


85 


tions of his antagoniſt. 


Tus rule may perhaps be juſt, when advice is 


aſked, and ſeverity ſolicited, becauſe no man tells 
his opinion ſo freely as when he imagines it received 
with implicit veneration; and criticks ought never 
to be conſulted but while errors may yet be rectified 


or infipidity ſupprefſed. But when the book has 


once been diſmiſſed into the world, and can be no 
more retouched, I know not whether a very different 
conduct ſhould not be preſcribed, and whether firm- 
neſs and ſpirit may not ſometimes be of uſe to over- 
power arrogance and repel brutality. Softneſs, 
diffidence and moderation will often be miſtaken 
for imbecility and dejection; they lure cowardice 
to the attack by the hopes of eaſy victory, and it 


will ſoon be found that he whom every man thinks 


he can conquer, ſhall never be at peace. 


TRE animadverſions of criticks are common- 
ly ſuch as may eaſily provoke the ſedateſt writer to 
ſome quickneſs of reſentment and aſperity of reply. 
A man who by long conſideration has familiariſed 
a ſubject to his own mind, carefully ſurveyed the 


Aeries of his thoughts, and planned all the parts of 


his compoſition into a regular dependance on each 
other, will often ſtart at the ſiniſtrous interpreta- 
tions, or abſurd remarks of haſte and ignorance, 
and wonder by what infatuation they have been led 
away from the obvious ſenſe, and upon what pecu- 
liar principles of judgment they decide againſt him. 


THs eye of the intelleR, like that of the body, 


is not equally perfect in all, nor equally adapted in 


any to all objects; the end of criticiſm is to ſupply 
| | | 1 Its 
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its defects; rules are the inſtruments of mental vi- 
= ſion, which may indeed aſſiſt our faculties when 

properly uſed, but produce confuſion and obſcutity. 
by unſkilful application. Ko 


SOME ſeem always to read with the microſcope 
of criticiſm, and employ their whole attention upon. 
minute elegance, or faults ſcarcely. viſible to com- 
mon obſervation. The diſſonance of a ſyllable, the 
recurrence of the ſame ſound, the repetition of a 
particle, the ſmalleſt deviation from propriety, the 
flighteſt defect in conſtruction or arrangement, ſwell: 
before their eyes into enormities. As they. diſcern. 
with great exactneſs, they. comprehend but a nar- 
row compals, and know nothing of the juſtneſs of 
the deſign, the general ſpirit of the performance.. 
the artifice of connection, or the harmony of the 
parts; they never conceive how ſmall a proportion 
that which they are buſy in contemplating bears to 
the whole, or how the petty inaccuracies with. 
which they are offended, are abſorbed and loſt in: 
general excellence, 


OTHERS are furniſhed by criticiſm with a teleſ- 
cope. They ſee with great clearneſs whatever is 
too remote to be diſcovered by the reſt of mankind,. 
but are totally blind to all that lies immediately be- 
tore them. They diſcover in every paſſage ſome- 
ſecret meaning, ſome remote alluſion, ſome artful; 
allegory, or ſome occult imitation which no other 
reader ever ſuſpected; but they have no perception 
of the cogency of arguments, the force of pathetick 
ſentiments, the various colours of diction, or the 
lower embelliſhments of fancy; of all that en- 
gages the attention of others, they are totally. inſen- 
ble, while they pry into worlds of conjecture, and! 
amuſe themſelves with phantoms in the clouds. 


Ir criticiſm, as in every other art, we fail fome-- 
umes by our weakneſs, but more. frequently by our 
— E 6, | e Talc; 
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fault. We are ſometimes bewildered by ignorance, 
and ſometimes by prejudice, but we ſeldom deviate 


ſar from the right, but when we deliver ourſelves 
up to the direction of vanity. 


a ee e erben 6 
NumB. 177. TukspAv, Nov. 26, 1751. | 


Turpe eft difficiles habere nugas, MART. 
"Thoſe things which now ſeem frivolous and flight, 
Will be of ſerious conſequence to you, : 
When they have made you once ridiculous, | 

= . Ros cou MON. 


To the RAM B L E R. 
N, | Fs | . 
HEN I was, at the uſual time, about to en- 
ter upon the profeſſion to which my friends 
had deſtined me, being ſummoned, by the death of 
my father, into the country, I found myſelf maſter 
of an unexpected ſum of money, and of an eſtate, 
which, though not large, was, in my opinion, ſuf— 
ticient to ſupport me in a condition far preferable to 
the fatizue, dependence, and uncertainty of any 
gainful occupation. I therefore reſolved to devote 
the reſt of my life wholly to curioſity, and without 
any confinement of my excurſions or termination 
of my views, to wander over the boundleſs regions 
of general knowledge. 1 | 


Tuts ſcheme of life ſeemed pregnant with inex- 
hauſtible variety, and therefore I could not forbear 
to congratulate myſelf upon the wiſdom of my 
choice. I furniſhed a large room with all conveni- 
encies for ſtudy; collected books of every kind; 
quitted every ſcience at the firſt perception of diſ- 
cult; returned to it again as ſoon as my former ar- 
dour happened to revive ; and having no rival to 
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depreſs me by compariſon, nor any critick to alarm 
me with objections, I ſpent day after day in pro- 
found tranquilligy, with only ſo much complacence 
in my own improvements, as ſerved to excite and 
animate my application. N ö 


Tus I lived for ſome years with complete ac- 
quieſcence in my own plan of conduct, riſing early 
to read, and dividing the latter part of the day be- 
tween oeconomy, exerciſe and reflection. But in 
time, I began to find my mind contracted and ſtif- 
fened by ſolitude. My eaſe and elegance were ſen- 


fibly impaired; I was no longer able to accommo- 


date myſelf with readineſs to the accidental cur- 
rent of converſation, my notions grew particular 
and paradoxical, and my phraſeology formal and 
unfaſhionable ; I ſpoke, on common occaſions, the 
language of books. My quickneſs of apprehen- 
tion, and celerity of reply, had entirely deſerted 


: me: When I delivered my opinion, or detailed my 


knowledge, I was bewildered by an unſeaſonable 
interrogatory, diſconcerted by any ſlight oppoſi- 
tion, and overwhelmed and loſt in dejection, when 
the ſmalleſt advantage was gained againſt me in 
diſpute, I became deciſive and dogmatical, impa- 
tient of contradiction, perpetually jealous of my 
character, inſolent to ſuch as acknowledged my ſu- 
periority, and ſullen and malignant to all who re- 
fuſed to receive my dictates. 


Tals I ſoon diſcovered to be one of thoſe intel- 


| Teftual diſeaſes which a wiſe man ſhould make haſte 


to cure. I therefore reſolved for a time to ſhut my 


books, and learn again the art of converſation ; 


to defecate and clear my mind by briſker motions 
and ſtronger impulſes; and to unite myſelf once 
more to the living generation. — 


Fo this purpoſe I haſted to London, and entreat- 
ed one of my academical acquaintances, to intro- 
| | duce 


* — — one — — — 
— — —— — —— — — — ů— SR—u— be — 
. £ N — 
* 2 
— — 05 
2 — — 2 bh 


— —— 
— — — „ _ 
— N —— — . — — 2 8 
» 2 e Pew. , * \ — - — — J 
2 * mover by po eres + 
2 K 0 — 11 Teh 
r 5 — 7 7 * = . — 
* e wer ne by 7: uw, Pew — 
<<" i tb. - 8 


Annen News: 


duce me into ſome of the little ſocieties of litera- 
ture which are formed in taverns and coffee-houſes. 
He was pleaſed with an opportunity of ſhewing me 
to his friends, and ſoon obtain me admiſſion 
among a ſelect company of curious men, who met 
once a week to exhilarate their ſtudies, and compare 


their acquiſitions. 


TEE eldeſt and moſt venerable of this ſociety 
was Hirſutus, who after the firſt civilities of my 


reception, found means to introduce the mention of 
his favourite ſtudies, by a ſevere cenſure of thoſe 


Who want the due regard for their native country. 


He informed me, that he had early withdrawn his 
attention from foreign trifles, and that fince he be-- 
gun to addict his mind to ſerious and manly ſtudies, . 


he had very carefully amaſſed all the Engliſb books 
that were printed in the black character. 


ſearch he had purſued ſo diligently, that he was 
able to ſhew the deficiencies of the beſt catalogues. 
He had long ſince compleated his Caxton, had three 
ſheets of Trever:s unknown to the antiquaries, and 


wanted to a perfect 1727 but two volumes, of 


which one was promiſed him as a legacy by its 
preſent poſſeſſor, and the other he was reſolved to 
buy, at whatever price, when Quiſguilius's library 
ſhould be ſold. | 
the valuing or {lighting a book, than that it was 
printed in the Roman or the Gothicł letter, nor any 
ideas but ſuch as his favourite volumes had ſup- 


plied; when he was ſerious, he expatiated on the 


narratives of Johan de Treuiſa, and, when he was 
merry, regaled us with a quotation from the Shippe 
of Foles. | 


WIILE Twas liſtening to this hoary ſtudent, Fer- 


ratus entered in a hurry, and informed us with the 
abruptneſs of extaſy, that his ſet of half- pence was 
now complete; he had juſt received, in a handful of 
change, the piece that he had fo long been feek- 
„ 5 | po ing, 


This 


ii ſutus had no other reaſon for 
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prove their minds, or any other pleaſure than that 
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ing, and could now defy mankind to outgo his col - 
leclion of Engliſb copper. | 


So 


 CHARTOPHYLAX then obſerved how fa- 


tally human ſagacity was ſometimes baffled, and 


how often the moſt valuable diſcoveries are made 
by chance. He had employed himſelf and his 
emiſſaries ſeven years at great expence, to perfect 
his ſeries of Gazettes, but had long wanted a ſingle 
paper, which, when he abs e of obtaining it, 
was ſent him wrapped round a parcel of tobacco. 


CANTILENUS turned all his thoughts upon 


old ballads, for he conſidered them as the genuine 
records of the national taſte. He offered to ſhew 
me a copy of The children of the Mood, which he 
firmly believed to be of the firſt edition, and by the 
help of which, the text might be freed from ſeve- 
ral corruptions, if this age of barbarity had any 
claim to ſuch favours from him. | 


Many were admitted into this ſociety, as infe- 


rior members, becauſe they had collected old prints 


and neglected pamphlets, or poſſeſſed ſome fragment 
of antiquity, as the ſeal of an antient corporation, 
the charter of a religious houſe, the genealogy of a 


family extinct, or a letter written in the reign of 


Elizabeth, 


Every one of theſe virtuoſos looked on all his 
aſſociates as wretches of depraved taſte and narrow 


| notions. Their converſation was, therefore, fret- 


tul and waſpiſh, their behaviour brutal, their merri- 


ment bluntly ſarcaſtick, and their ſeriouſneſs een 
[ 


and ſuſpicious, They were totally ignorant of a 
that paſſes, or has lately paſſed, in the world; un- 


able to diſcuſs any queſtion of religious, political, 


or military knowledge; equally ſtrangers to ſcience 
and politer learning, and without any wiſh to im- 
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of diſplaying rarities, of which they would not ſuffer 
others to make the proper uſe. TT | 


- HIRSUTUS graciouſly informed me, that the 70 


number of their ſociety was limited, but that J 
might ſometimes attend as an auditor. I was pleaſed 
to find myſelf in no danger of an honour, which I 
could not have willingly accepted, nor gracefully 
| refuſed, and left them without any intention of re- 


turning, for I ſoon found, that the ſuppreſſion of | 


thoſe habits with which I was vitiated, required aſ- 
ſociation with men very different from this ſolemn 
race. | 
| J am, 


STR, &. 
VIVACULUS. 


IT is natural to feel grief or indignation, when 


any thing, neceſſary or uſeful, is wantonly waſted, 
or negligently deſtroyed ; and therefore, my correſ- 
pondent cannot be blamed tor looking with uneaſi- 
neſs on the waſte of life. Leiſure and curioſity 
might ſoon make great advances in uſeful know- 
ledge, were they not diverted by minute emulation 
and laborious trifles. It may, however, ſomewhat 
mollify his anger to reflect, that perhaps none of 
the aſſembly which he deſcribes, was capable of 
any nobler employment, and that he who does his 
beſt, however little, is always to be diſtinguiſhed 
from him who does nothing. Whatever buſies the 
mind without corrupting it, has at leaſt this uſe, 
that it reſcues the day from idleneſs, and he that is 
never idle will not often be vitious. | 
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Niounz. 178. SATURDAY, Nov. 30, 1751. 


5 | Fen Sanitatis velle ſavaria fuit, ; my SEN ECAs 
_ To yield to remedies is half the cure, | | 
h 41 | 

ally P 4. AAGORAS is reported to have requir- 
re- ed from thoſe whom he inſtructed in philoſo- 
1 of phy a probationary ſilence of five years. Whether 


| aſ-= XX this prohibition of ſpeech extended to all the parts 
2mn of this time, as ſeems generally to be ſuppoſed, 
or was to be obſerved only in the ſchool or in the 
preſence of their maſter, as is more probable, it 

= was ſufficient to diſcover the L's difbokiios a 

= try whether he was willing to pay the price of 

& learning, or whether he was one of thoſe whoſe 


US, ardour was rather violent than laſting, and who ex- 
7 pected to grow wiſe on other terms than thoſe of 
zhen WE patience and obedience. es 1 
fted, MW 1 1 | DOE, pal wh > 
rreſ- © Many of the bleſſings univerſally de ſired, are 
eaſi- very frequently wanted, becauſe moſt men, when 
oſity WM they ſhould labour, content themſelves to com- 
10w- WW plain, and rather linger in a ſtate in, which they 
ation cannot be at reſt, than improve their condition by 
what vigour and reſolution. | . 
1e f W 
le of PRO VIDENcE has fixed the limits of human en- 
s his joyment by immoveable boundaries, and has ſet dif- 
iſhed ferent gratifications at ſuch a diſtance from each 
s the other, that no art or power can bring them together. 
; uſe, This great law it is the buſineſs of every rational be- 


ing to underſtand, that life may not paſs away in an 
attempt to make contradictions conſiſtent, to com- 
bine oppoſite qualities, and to unite things which 
the nature of their being muſt always keep aſunder. 


| Or two objects tempting at a diſtance on contrary 
ſides it is impoſſible to approach one but by reced- 
ing 
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ing from the other; by long deliberation and di- 
latory projects, they may be both loſt, but can never 
be both gained. It is, therefore, neceſſary to com- 
pare them, and when we have determined the pre- 
ference, to withdraw our eyes and our thoughts at 
once from that which reaſon directs us to reject. 
This is more neceſſary, if that which we are for- 
ſaking has the power of delighting the ſenſes, or 
firing the fancy. He that once turns aſide to the 


allurements of unlawful pleaſure, can have no ſe- 


curity that he ſhall ever regain the paths of virtue. 


Tux philoſophick goddeſs of Boethins, having re- 
ated the ſtory of Orpheus, who, when he had reco- 
vered his wife from the dominions of death, loſt 
her again by looking back upon her in the confines 
of light, concludes, with a very elegant and forci- 
ble application, Y/hoever you are that endeavour 10 
elevate your minds to the illuminations of Heaven, con- 
ſider yourſelves as repreſented in this fable; for he that 
is once ſo far overcome as to turn back his eyes towards 
the infernal caverns, loſes at the ff fight all that in- 
Auence which attracted him on high 


Vos hæc fabula reſpicit, 
3 in ſuperum diem 
entem ducere quzritis. 
Nam qui Tartareum in ſpecus 
Voictus lumina flexerit, 
Quid quid præcipuum trahit, 
Perdit, dum videt inferos. 


Ir may be obſerved in general, that the future 
is purchaſed by the preſent. It is not poſſible to ſe- 
cure diſtant or permanent happineſs but by the for- 
bearance of ſome immediate gratification. This is 
ſo evidently true with regard to the whole of our 


_ exiſtence, that all the precepts of theology have no 


other tendency than to enforce a life of faith ; 2 
life regulated not by our ſenſes but our belief; a 


lite in which pleaſures are to be refuſed for fear of in- 


viſible 


future 
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he for- 
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groaning in repentance of paſt intemperance, and 
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viſible puniſhments, and calamities ſometimes to be 
ſought, and always endured, in hope of rewards that 
ſhall be obtained in another ſtate. 


EveN if we take into our view only that particle 
of our duration which is terminated by the grave, 
it will be found that-we cannot enjoy one part of 
life beyond the common limitations of pleaſure, but 
by anticipating ſome of the ſatisfaction which ſhould 
exhilarate the following years. 'The heat of youth 
may ſpread happineſs into wild luxuriance, but the 
radical vigour requiſite to make it perennial is ex- 
hauſted, and all that can be hoped afterwards is lan- 


guor and ſterility. 

TRE reigning error of mankind is, that we are 
not content with the conditions on which the goods 
of life are granted. No man is inſenſible of the 
value of knowledge, the advantages of health, or 
the convenience of plenty, but every day ſhews us 
thoſe on whom the conviction is without effect. 


KNOWLEDGE is praiſed and deſired by multitudes 
whom her charms could never rouſe from the couch 
of ſloth ; whom the fainteſt invitation of pleaſure 


| draws away from their ſtudies; to whom any other 


method of wearing out the day is more eligible 


than the uſe of books, and who are more eaſily en- 


gaged by any converſation than ſuch as may rectify 
their notions or enlarge their comprehenſion. 


5 Evkk man that has felt pain knows how little 


all other comforts can gladden him to whom health 
is denied. Vet who is there does not ſometimes 
hazard it for the enjoyment of an hour? All aſſem- 
blies of jollity, all places of publick entertainment, 
exhibit examples of ſtren th waſting in riot, and 
beauty withering in irregularity ; nor is it eaſy to 
enter a houſe in which part of the family is not 
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lineſs daily ſacrificed; and for this are half the miſe- 
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riches, and the dread of poverty. Who, then, would! 
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part admitting diſeaſe by negligence, or ſoliciting Ml 
it by luxury. % 88 5 


THERE is no pleaſure which men of every age 
and ſect have more generally agreed to mention with 
contempt, than the gratifications of the palate ; an 
entertainment ſo far removed from intellectual hap- 
pu that ſcarcely the moſt ſhameleſs of the ſenſual 

erd have dared to defend it: yet even to this, the 
loweſt of our delights, to this, though neither quick 
nor laſting, is health with all its activity and ſpright- 


ries endured which urge impatience to call on death, 
THE whole world is put in motion by the wiſh for? 


not imagine that ſuch conduct as will inevitably de- 
ſtroy what all are thus labouring to acquire, muſt | 
generally be avoided ? That he who ſpends more 
than he receives, mult in time become indigent can 
not be doubted ; but how evident ſoever this conſe- 
quence may appear, the ſpendthrift moves in the 
whirl of pleaſure with too much rapidity to keep it E 
before his eyes, and in the intoxication of gaietyj 


grows every day poorer without any ſuch ſenſe ot 50 
approaching ruin as is ſufficient to wake him into on 
caution. 1 = 1 
ö | . | tem 
MAN complaints are made of the miſery of life; | a 
and indeed it muſt be confeſſed that we are ſubject "6d 
to calamities by which the good and bad, the dili- FE 
gentand llochful, the vigilant and heedleſs, are equally E. 
afflicted. But ſurely, though ſome indulgence may WW _ n 
be allowed to groans extorted by inevitable miſery, - N 
no man has a right to repine at evils which, againſt I, rk 
warning, againſt experience, he deliberately and lei- N ge, 
ſurely brings upon his own head; or to conſider him- "ay 
ſelf as debarred from happineſs by ſuch obſtacles as oy 


reſolution may break, or dexterity may put aſide. 


bg Jhave | 
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MF Gxzar numbers who quarrel with their condition 


have wanted not the power but the will to obtain a 
better ſtate. They have never contemplated the dif- 


age Pl ference between good and evil ſufficiently to quicken 
with averſion, or invigorate deſire; they have indulged 
5 al a drowſy thoughtleſſneſs or giddy levity ; have com- 
hap- mitted the balance of choice to the management of 
aſual caprice; and when they have long accuſtomed them- 
, the WR ſclves to receive all that chance offered them, wi h- 
juick out examination, lament at laſt that they find them · 
ight- ſclves deceived. | 


Nous. 179. Tutspay, December 3, 175 1. 
| | Perpetuo riſu pulmonem agitare ſolebat. 7 Juv, 


Democritus would feed his ſpleen, and ſhake 
His fides and ſhoulders till he felt them ake, 


VERY man, fays Tully, has two characters; 
by which he is diſtinguiſhed from brute animals; 


own ſpecies, and impreſſes on him a manner and 
_ temper peculiar to himſelf ; this particular character, 


ſubje nity, it is always his buſineſs to cultivate and pre- 
. ſerve. 58 5 

2 Every hour furniſhes ſome confirmation of Tully's 
Fülery precept. It ſeldom happens, that an aſſembly of 
m inf pleaſure is ſo happily ſelected, but that ſome one 
11 lei- uds admiſſion, with whom the reſt are deſervedly 
pak Ag offended; and it will appear, on a cloſe inſpection, 
hos ns that ſcarce any man becomes eminently difagreeable 


aide. bit by a departure from his real character, and an 


IREATempt at ſomething for which nature or education 
| Fave left him unqualified. 2 


Io No- 


DRYDEN, 


one which he partakes with all mankind, and 


another which diſcriminates him from the reſt of his 


if it be not repugnant to the laws of general huma- 
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IGNORANCE or dulneſs have indeed no power of 


affording delight, but they never give diſguſt except 


when they aſſume the dignity of knowledge, or ape 
the ſprightlineſs of wit. Aukwardneſs and inele- 


gance have none of thoſe attractions by which eaſe 
and politeneſs take poſſeſſion of the heart; but ridi- 
cule and cenſure ſeldom riſe againſt them, unleſs 
they appear aſſociated with that confidence which 
belongs only to long acquaintance with the modes 
of life, and to conſciouſneſs of unfailing propriety 


of behaviour. Deformity itſelf is regarded with 


tenderneſs rather than averſion, when it does not 
attempt to deceive the ſight by dreſs and decoration, 
and to ſeize upon fictitious claims the prerogatives 
of beauty. | | 


HE that ſtands to contemplate the crouds that fill 
the ſtreets of a populous city, will ſee many paſſen- 
gers whoſe air and motion it will be difficult to be- 
hold without contempt and laughter; but if he exa- 
mines what are the appearances that thus powerfully 
excite his riſibility, he will find among them neither 
poverty nor diſeaſe, nor any involuntary or painful 
defect. The diſpoſition to deriſion and inſult is 
awakened by the ſoftneſs of foppery, the ſwell of 
inſolence, the livelineſs of levity, or the ſolemnity 
of grandeur; by the ſprightly trip, the ſtately ſtalk, 
the formal ſtrut, and the lofty mien; by geſtures 
intended to catch the eye, and by looks elaborately 
formed as evidences of importance. 


IT has, I think, been ſometimes urged in favour 
of affectation, that it is only a miſtake of the means 
to a good end, and that the intention with which it 
is practiſed is always to pleaſe. If all attempts to 
innovate the conſtitutional or habitual character have 


really proceeded from publick ſpirit and love of others, 


the world has hitherto been ſufficiently ungrateful, 
ſince no return but ſcorn has yet been made to the 


moſt difficult of all enterprizes, a conteſt with na- 


2 ture; 


7 
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ture; nor has any pity been ſhown to the _ of 
labour which never ſucceeded, and the uneaſineſs of 
diſguiſe by which nothing was concealed. | 


Ir ſeems therefore to be determined by the gene- 
ral ſuffrage of mankind, that he who decks himſelf 
in adſcititious qualities rather purpoſes to command 
applauſe than impart pleaſure : and he is therefore 


treated as a man who by an unreaſonable ambition 
= uſurps the place in ſociety to which he has no right. 


Praiſe is ſeldom paid with willingneſs even to in- 

conteſtable merit, and it can be no wonder that he _ 
who calls for it without deſert is repulſed with uni- 

verſal indignation, _ 5 . 
AxrrcrArIO naturally counterfeits thoſe excel- 
lencies which are placed at the greateſt diſtance from 
poſſibility of attainment. We are conſcious of our 
own defects, and eagerly endeavour to ſupply them 
by artificial excellence ; nor would ſuch efforts be 
wholly without excuſe, were they not often excited 
| by ornamental trifles, which he, that thus anxiouſly 
ſtruggles for the reputation of poſſeſſing them, would 
not have been known to want, had not his induſtry 
quickened obſervation | | LY oP 


GEL ASTIMUS paſſed the firſt part of his lie 
in academical privacy and rural retirement, without 
any other converſation than that of ſcholars, grave, 
itudious, and abſtracted as himſelf. He cultivated 
the mathematical ſciences with indefatigable dili- 
gence, diſcovered many uſeful theorems, diſcuſſed 
with great accuracy the reſiſtance of fluids, and 
though his priority was not generally acknowledged, 
was the firſt who fully explained all the properties 
of the catenarian curve. 3 


LEARNING, when it riſes to eminence, will be 
obſerved in time, whatever miſts may happen to ſur- 
round it, Gelaſimus, in his forty-ninth year, was diſ- 

e : tinguiſhed 
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tinguiſhed by thoſe who have the rewards of know- 
ledge in their hands, and called out to diſplay his 
acquiſitions for the honour of his country, and add 
dignity by his preſence to philoſophical aſſemblies. 
As he did not ſuſpect his unfitneſs for common af- 
fairs, he felt no reluctance to obey the invitation, 
and what he did not feel he had yet too much honeſty 
to feign. He entered into the world as a larger and 
more populous college, where his performances 
would be more publick, and his renown farther ex- 
tended ;. and imagined that he ſhould find his repu- 
tation univerſally prevalent, and the influence of 
learning every where the ſame. 5 


Hs merit introduced him to ſplendid tables and 
elegant acquaintance, but he did not find himſelf al- 
ways qualified to join in the converſation. He was 
diſtreſſed by civilities, which he knew not how to 
repay, and entangled in many ceremonial perplexi- 
ties, from which his books and diagrams could not 
extricate him. He was ſometimes unluckily engag- 
ed in diſputes with ladies, with whom algebraick 
axioms had no great weight, and ſaw many whole 
favour and eſteem he could not but deſire, to whom 
he was very little recommended by his theories of 
the tides, or his approximations to the quadrature 
of the circle, 855 | 


GELASI MUS did not want penetration to diſ- 


cover that no charm was more generally icreſiſtible 
than that of eaſy facetiouſneſs and flowing hilarity: 


He ſaw that diverſion was more frequently welcome 


than improvement,thatauthority and ſeriouſneſs were 
rather teared than loved, and that the grave ſcholar 
was a kind of imperious ally, haſtily diſmiſled when 
his aſſiſtance was no longer neceflary. He came to 
a ſudden reſolution of throwing off thoſe cumbrous 
ornaments of learning, which hindered his reception, 
and commenced a man of wit and jocularity. Ut- 
terly unacquainted with every topick of merriment, 
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ignorant of the modes and follies, the vices and 
virtues of mankind, and unfurniſhed with any ideas 


but ſuch as Pappus and Archimedes had given him, 
be began to filence all enquiries with a jeſt inſtead 
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of a ſolution, extended his face with a grin, which 
he miſtook for a.ſmile, and in the place of a ſcienti- 
fick diſcourſe, retailed in a new language formed be- 
tween the college and the tavern, the intelligence 
of the news- paper. ; | 


LAUGHTER, he knew, was a token of alacrity, - 
and, therefore, whatever he ſaid, or heard, he was 
careful not to fatl in that great duty of a wit. If 
he aſked or told the hour of the day, if he complain- 
ed of heat or cold, ſtirred the fire, or filled a glaſs, 


| removed his chair, or ſnuffed a candle, he always 


found ſome occaſion to laugh. The jeſt was indeed 
a ſecret to all but himſelf, but habitual confidence in 
his own diſcernment, hindered him from ſuſpecti 

any weakneſs or miſtake. He wondered that his 
wit was ſo little underſtood, but expected that his 


audience would comprehend it by degrees, and per- 
liked all his life to ſhow by groſs buffoonery, how 
little the ſtrongeſt faculties can perform beyond the 


limits of their own province. 
FF 
Nuns. 180. SATURDAY, Dec. 7, 1751, 
| Tear dg ooÞ3; log, worn I Ewixepor Ex700 
Is T9 xe Cure, g leg as pworddge Te, 
| AvUTOMEDON; 


on life, on morals, be thy thoughts employ'd ; 
Leave to the ſchools their atoms and their void. 


* is ſome where related by Le Clerc, that a weal- 

thy trader of good underſtanding, having the 

common ambition to breed his ſon a ſcholar, car- « 
Vol. IV. N ried 
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ried him to an univerſity, reſolving to uſe his 


own judgment in the choice of a tutor. He had 


been taught, by whatever intelligence, the near- 
eſt way to the heart of an academick, and at his 


arrival entertained all who came about him with 


ſuch profuſion, that the profeſſors were lured by the 
ſmell of his table from their books, and flocked 
round him with all the cringes of aukward complai- 


ſance. This eagerneſs anſwered the merchant's pur- 


poſe; he glutted them with delicacies, and ſoftened 
them with careſſes, till he prevailed upon one after 
another to open his boſom, and make a diſcovery of 
his competitions, jealouſies, and reſentments. Her- 


ing thus learned each man's character, partly from 
himſelf, and partly from his acquaintances, he re- 


ſolved to find ſome other education for his ſon, and 
went away convinced, that a ſcholaſtick life has no 
other tendency than to vitiate the morals, and con- 
tract the underſtanding: Nor would he afterwards 


hear with patience the praiſes of the ancient authors, 


being perſuaded that ſcholars of all ages muſt have 
been the ſame, and that Xenophon and Cicero were 
profeſſors of ſome former univerſity, and therefore 
mean and ſelfiſh, ignorant and ſervile, like thoſe 
whom he had lately viſited and forſaken. 


Ex vx, curioſity, and a ſenſe of the imperfection 
of our preſent ſtate, inclines us to eſtimate the ad- 
vantages which are in the poſſeſſion of others above 
their real value. Every one muſt have remarked, 
what powers and prerogatives the vulgar imagine to 
be confetred by learning. A man of ſcience is ex- 
pected to excel the unlettered and unenlightened 
even on occaſions where literature is of no uſe, and 


among weak minds, loſes part of his reverence by 


diſcovering no ſuperiority in thoſe parts of life, in 
which all are unavoidably equal ; as when a mo- 
parch makes a progreſs to the remoter provinces, 
the ruſticks are ſaid ſometimes to wonder that they 


find him of the ſame ſize with themſelves. | 
| | : T ngSE 
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THESE demands of prejudice and folly can never 
be ſatished ; and therefore, many of the imputations 
which learning ſuffers from diſappointed ignorance, 
are without reproach. But there are ſome failures 
to which men of ſtudy are peculiarly expoſed. - 
Every condition has its diſadvantages. The circle of 
knowledge is too wide for the moſt active and dili- 
gent intellect, and while ſcience is pu.ſued, other 
accompliſhments are neglected ; as a ſmall garriſon 
mutt leave one part of an extenſive fortreſs naked, 


when an alarm calls them to another. 


THe learned, however, might ne ſupport 
their dignity with mote ſucceſs, if they ſuffer not 
themſelves to be miſled by the defire of ſuperfluous 
attainments. Raphael, in return to Adam's enquiries 
into the courſes of the ſtars and the revolutions of 
heaven, counſels him to withdraw his mind from- 
idle ſpeculations, andemploy his faculties upon nearer 
and more intereſting objects, the ſurvey of his own 
life, tne ſubjection of his paſſions, the knowledge 
of duties which mult daily be performed, and the . 
detection of dangers which muſt daily be incurred. 


Tus angelick counſelevery man of letters ſhould 
always have before him. He that devotes himſelf 


ion to retired ſtudy, naturally ſinks from omiſſion to for- 
57 getfulneſs of ſocial duties; he muſt be therefore 
zoVe ſometimes awakened, and recalled to the general 
ked, condition of mankind. SF | 


I am far from any intention to limit curioſity, or 
confine the labours of learning to arts of immediate 
and neceſſary uſe. It is only from the various eſſays 
of expcrimental induſtry, and the vague excurſions 
of minds ſent out upon diſcovery, that any advance- 
ment of knowledge can be expected ; and though 
many muſt be diſappointed in their labours, yet 
they are not to be charged with having ſpent their 
ume in vain z their example contributed to inſpire 
1 emulation, 


— 
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emulation, and their miſcarriages taught others the 
way to ſucceſs. ” 5 | 


Bur the diſtant hope of being one day uſeful or 


eminent, ought not to miſlead us too far from that 
ſtudy which is equally requiſite to the great and 
mean, to the celebrated and obſcure; the art of 
moderating the deſires, of reprefling the appetites 
| bes 0 conciliating or retaining the favour of man- 

ind. | | 


No man can imagine the courſe of his own life, 


or the conduct of the world around him unworthy 
his attention; yet among the ſons of learning many 
ſeem to have thought of every thing rather than of 

themſelves, and to have obſerved every thing but what 


paſſes before their eyes: Many who toil through the 


intricacy of complicated ſyſtems, are inſuperably em- 
barraſſed with the leaſt perplexity in common af- 
fairs; many who compare the actions, and aſcertain 
the characters of ancient heroes, let their own days 
glide away without examination, and ſuffer vitious 
habits to encroach upon their minds without reſiſt- 


ance or detection. ö 


Tux moſt frequent reproach of the ſcholaſtick 
race is the want of fortitude, not martial but 
philoſophick. Men bred in ſhades and filence, 
taught to immure themſelves at ſunſet, and accuſ- 
tomed to no other weapon than ſyllogiſm, may 
de allowed to feel terror at perſonal danger, and to 
be diſconcerted by tumult and alarm. But why 
ſhould he whoſe life is ſpent in contemplation, and 
whoſe buſineſs is only to diſcover truth, be unable 
to rectify the fallacies of imagination, or contend 
ſucceſsfully againſt prejudice and paffion ? To 
what end has he read and meditated, if he gives 
up his underſtanding to falſe appearances, and ſuf- 
fers himſelf to be enſlaved by fear of evils to which 
only folly or vanity can expoſe him, or —_— by 
| | | van- 
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advantages to which, as they are equally conferred' 


upon the good and bad, no real dignity is annexed. 


such, however, is the ſtate of the world, that 
the moſt obſequious of the ſlaves of pride, the moſt 


rapturous of the gazers upon wealth, the moſt offi- 


eious of the whiſperers of greatneſs, are collected 


from ſeminaries appropriated to the ſtudy of wiſdom 


and of virtue, where it was intended, that appetite 


fhould learn to be content with little, and that hope 
ſhould aſpire only to honours which no human 
power can give or take away. 


Tux ſtudent, when he comes forth into the world, 


inſtead of congratulating himſelf upon his exemption 


from the errors of thoſe whoſe opinions have been 
formed by accident or cuſtom, and who live-without 
any certain principles of conduct, is commonly in 


haſte to mingle with the multicude, and ſhew his- 


ſprightlineſs and ductility by an expeditious com- 
pliance with faſhions or vices. The firſt imile of a 
man, whoſe fortune gives-him power to reward his 
dependents, commonly enchants him beyond reſiſt- 
ance ; the glare of equipage, the ſweets of luxury, 
the liberality of general promiſes, the ſoftneſs of ha- 
bitual affability, fill his imaginatiom; and he ſoon 
ceaſes to have any other wiſh than to be well receiv- 
ed, or any meaſure of right and wrong but the opi- 
mon of his patron, #27 


A Man flattered and obeyed, learns to exact groſ- 
ſer adulation, and enjoin lower ſubmiſſion. Neither 
our virtues nor vices are all our own. If there were 
no cowardice, there would be little inſolence; pride 
cannot rife to any great degree, but by the concur- 
rence of blandiſhment or the ſufferance of tameneſs. 


The wreteh who would ſhrink and crouch before 


one that ſhould dart his eyes upon him with the ſpirit 


of natural equality, becomes capricious and tyran- 
nical when he ſees — approached with adown- 


3 OE Caſt 


n 


Saſt look, and hears the ſoft addreſs of awe and 
ſervility. To thoſe who are willing to purchaſe 
favour by cringes and compliance, is to be imputed 
the haughtineſs that leaves nothing to be hoped by 
firmneſs and integrity. | 55 


I, inſtead of wandering after the meteors of phi- 
loſophy which fill the world with ſplendour for a 
while, and then fink and are forgotten, the candi- 
dates of learning fixed their eyes upon the perma- 


nent luſtre of moral and religious truth, they would 


find a more certain direction to happineſs. A little 
plauſibility of diſcourſe, and acquaintance with un- 
neceſſary ſpeculations, is dearly purchaſed when it 
excludes thoſe inſtructions which fortify the heart 
with reſolution, and exalt the ſpirit to independence, 
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Neu flaitum dubiæ ſpe pendulus horg, Fox acts 
Nor let me float in fortune's pow'r, | 


Dependant'on the future hour, FRAXC18: 


Ta te RAMBLER. 
SIX. 1 . 
8 I have paſſed much of my life in diſquiet 
and ſuſpenſe, and loſt many opportunities of 
advantage by a paſſion which I have reaſon to be- 
Tieve prevalent in different degrees over a great part 


of mankind, I cannot but think myſelf well quali- 


fied to warn thoſe who are yet uncaptivated, of the 
danger which they incur by placing themſelves with 


in its influences. 


IsERVEp an apprenticeſhip to a linen-drapet 
with uncommon reputation for diligence and fidelity; 
and at the age of three and twenty opened a ſhop 
for myſelf, with a large ftock, and ſuch credit 20 f 
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all the merchants who were acquainted with my ma- 
ſter, that I could command whatever was imported 
curious or valuable. For five years I proceeded with 
ſucceſs proportionate to cloſe application and un- 
tainted integrity; was a daring bidder at every ſale; 


always paid my notes before they were due; and ad- 


vanced fo faſt in commercial reputation, that I was 
proverbially marked out as the model of young trad- 
ers, and every one expected that a few years would 
make me an alderman. | 


In this courſe of even proſperity, I was one day 
perſuaded to buy a ticket in the lottery. The ſum 


was inconſiderable, part was to be repaid though for- 


tune might fail to favour me, and therefore my eſta- 


bliſhed maxims of frugality did not reſtrain me from 


ſo trifling an experiment. The ticket lay almoſt for- 


gotten till the time at which every man's fate was 


to be determined; nor did the affair even then ſeem 
of any importance, till I diſcovered by the publick 


papers that the number next to mine had conferred. 


the great prize. 


My heart leaped at the thought of ſuch an ap- | 


proach to ſudden riches, which 1 conſidered myſelf, 
however contrarily to the laws of computation, as 
having miſſed by a fingle chance; and I could not 
forbear to revolve the conſequences which ſuch a 
bounteous allotment would have produced, if it had 
happened to me. This dream. of felicity, by degrees 
took poſleffion of my imagination. Th 

light of my ſolitary hours was to purchaſe an eſtate, 
and form plantations with money which once might 
have been mine, and I never met my friends but I 
ſpoiled all their merriment by perpetual complaints 
of my ill luck. | | 


Ar length another lottery was opened, and I had 
now ſo heated my imagination with the proſpect of 


2 prize, that I ſhould have preſſed among the firſt 
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. Purchaſers, had not my ardour been with-held by 
deliberation upon the probability of ſucceſs from-one 
ticket rather than another. I hefitated long be- 
tween even and odd; conſidered the ſquare and cu- 
bick numbers through the lottery; examined all 
thoſe to which good luck had been hitherto annex- 
ed; and at laſt fixed upon one which by ſome ſecret 
relation to the events of my life I thought predeſtin- 
ed to make me happy. D 

often miſchievous ; the ticket was ſold, and its poſ- 
ſeſſor could not be found. > 


I RETURNED. to my conjectures, and after many 
arts of prognoſtication, fixed upon another chance, 
but with leſs confidence. Never did captive, heir, 
or lover feel fo much vexation from the {low pace of 
time, as I ſuffered between the purchaſe of my ticket 
and the diſtribution of the prizes. I ſolaced my un- 
eaſineſs as well as I could, by frequent contemplations 
of approaching happineſs ; when the ſun.roſe I knew 
it would ſet, and congratulated myſelf at night that 
I was ſo much nearer to my wiſhes. At laſt the day 
came, my ticket appeared, and rewarced all my care 
and ſagacity with a deſpicable prize of fifty pounds. 


Mx friends, who honeſtly rejoiced upon my ſuc- 
ceſs, were very coldly received; I hid myſelf a fort- 
Night in the country, that my chagrine might fume 
away without obſervation, and then returning to my 
ſhop, began to liſten after another lottery. - 


Win the news of a lottery I was ſoon gratified, 
and having now found the vanity of conjecture and 
ineflicacy of computation, I reſolved to take the 
prize by violence, and therefore bought forty tickets, 
not omitting however to divide them between the 
even and odd numbers, that I might not miſs the 
lucky claſs. Many concluſions did I form, and 
many experiments did I try to determine from which 
of thoſe tickets I might moſt reaſonably Expos 
| 5 | | | riches. 


elay in great affairs is 
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riches. At laſt, being unable to ſatisfy myſelf by 
any modes of reaſoning, I wrote the numbers upon 
dice, and allotted five hours every day to the amuſe- 
ment of throwing them in a garret; and, examin- 
ing the event by an exact regiſter, found, on the 
evening before the lottery was drawn, that one of 
my numbers had been turned up five times more 
than any of the reſt in three hundred and thirty 
thouſand throws. | CE 


Tus experiment was fallacious ; the firſt day 
preſented the hopeful ticket, a deteſtable blank. The 

reſt came out with different fortune, and in conclu- 

ſion ] leſt thirty pounds by this great adventure. 


TI HAD now wholly changed the caſt of my beha- 
viour and the conduct of my life. The ſhop was 
for the moſt part abandoned to my ſervants, and, 
it I entered it, my thoughts were ſo engrofſed by 
my tickets, that I ſcarcely heard or anſwered a que-- 
ſtion, but conſidered every cuſtomer as an intruder 
upon my meditations, whom I was in haſte to diſ- 
patch. I miſtook the price of my goods, committed 
blunders in my bills, forgot to file my receipts, 
and neglected to regulate my books. My acquaint- 
ances by degrees began to fall away, but I perceived 
the decline of my bufineſs with little emotion, be- 
cauſe whatever deficience there might be in my gains 
IJ expected the next lottery to ſupply. 


 MiscarRIAGE naturally produces diffidence; I 
began now to ſeek aſſiſtance againſt ill luck, by an 
alliance with thoſe that had been more ſucceſsful.” 
T1enquired diligently, at what office any prize had 
been ſold, that I might purchaſe of a propiticiis 
vender ; folicit:d thoſe who had been fortunate in 
former lotteries, to partake with me in my new 
tickets; and, whenever I met with one that had in 
any event of his life been eminently proſperous, I 
invited him to take a larger ſhare. I had, by this 
rule of conduct, ſo diffuſed my intereſt, that*T h:d a: 
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fourth part of fifteen tickets, an eighth of forty, and 


a ſixteenth of ninety. 


- I waiTED for the deciſion of my fate with my 


former palpitations, and looked upon the buſineſs of 


my trade with the uſual neglect. The wheel at laſt 


was turned, and its reyolutions brought me a lon 

ſucceſſion of ſorrows and diſappointments. I indeec 
often partook of a ſmall prize, and the loſs of one 
day was generally balanced by the gain of the next; 
but my deſires yet remained unſatisfied, and when 
one of my chances had failed, all my expectation 
was ſuſpended on thoſe which remained yet unde- 


termined. At laſt a prize of five thouſand. pounds 


was proclaimed ; I caught fire at the cry, and en- 
quiring the number found it to be one of my own 
tickets, which I had divided among thoſe on whoſe 


luck I depended, and of which I had retained only 


a ſixteenth part. | 


You will eaſily judge, with what deteſtation of 


himſelf, a man thus intent upon gain reflected that 
he had fold a prize which was once in his poſſeſſion, 
It was to no purpoſe, that J repreſented to my mind, 
the impoſſibility of recalling the paſt, or the folly of 
condemning an act, which only its event, an event 
which no human intelligence could foreſee, proved 
to be wrong, The prize-which, though put in my 


hands, had been ſuffered to ſlip from me, filled me 


with anguiſh, and knowing that complaint would 
only expoſe me to ridicule, I gave myſelf up 
ſilently to grief, and loſt by degrees my appetite and 
my reſt... I | | 


My indiſpoſition ſoon became viſible ; I was vi- 
ſited by my friends, and among them by Eumathes, 
a clergy man, whoſe piety and learning gave him 
ſuch an aſcendant over me, that I could not refuſe to 
open my heart. There are, ſaid he, few minds ſuf- 
ficiently firm to be truſted in the hands of „ 

I | o- 
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Whoever finds himſelf inclined to anticipate futu- 
rity, and exalt poſlibility to certainty, ſhould avoid 
every kind of caſual adventure, ſince his grief muſt 
be always proportionate to his hope. You have long 
waſted that time which, by a. proper application, 
would have certainly, though moderately, encreaſed 


your fortune, in a laborious and anxious purſuit of a 


jpecies of gain, which no labour or anxiety, no art 
or expedient can ſecure or promote. You are now 
fretting away your life in repentance of an act, 
acainſt which repentance can give no caution, but 
to avoid the occaſion of committing it. Rouſe from 
this lazy dream of fortuitous riches, which, if ob- 
tained, you could ſcarcely have enjoyed, becauſe they 
could confer no conſciouſneſs of deſert; return to 
rational and manly induſtry, and conſider the meer 
gift of luck as below the care of a wiſe man. | 


COSSTOTOSAIGTTSIOGDOS 5. 


NUMB. 182. SATURDAY, Dec. 14, 1751. 
| Dives qui feri vult, 

Et cito wult fiert. : | 
Phe luſt of wealth can never bear delay. 


Jevsxat, 


T' has been obſerved in a late paper, that we 

are unreaſonably defirous to ſeparate the goods. 
of life from thoſe evils which providence has con- 
nected with: them, and to catch advantages without: 
paying the price at which they are offered us. Every 
man wiſhes to be rich, but very few have the powers 
neceſſary to raiſe a ſudden fortune, either by neu 
diſcoveries, or by ſuperiority of ſkill in any neceſ- 
ſary employment; and among lower underſtandings, 


many want the firmneſs and induſtry requiſite to re- 


gular gain and gradual acquiſitions. 


From the hope of enjoying affluence by methods 


more compendious than thoſe of labour, and more: 


mn ER dene 


wretchedneſs and want, 


tore their marriage. 
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generally practicable than thoſe of genius, proceeds 


the common inclination to experiment and hazard, 
and that willingneſs to ſnatch all opportunities of 
growing rich by chance, which, when it has once 
taken poſſeſſion of the mind, is ſeldom driven out 
either by time or argument, but continues to waſte 
life in perpetual deluſion, and generally ends in 


Tas folly of untimely exultation and viſionary 
proſperity, is by no means peculiar to the purcha- 
ſers of tickets; there are multitudes whole life is 
nothing but a continual lottery ; who are always 
within a few months of plenty and happineſs, and 


how often ſoever they are mocked with blanks, ex- 


pect a prize from the next adventure. 


 AmoNG the moſt reſolute and ardent of the vo- 
taries of chance, may be numbered the mortals 
whoſe hope is to raiſe themſelves by a wealthy 


match; who lay out all their induſtry on the aſſi- 


duities of courtihip, and fleep and wake with no 
other ideas than of treats, compliments, guardians, 
and rivals. | > 


Our of the moſt indefatizadle of this claſs, is 


| my old friend Leviculus, whom 1 have never known 


for thirty years without ſome matrimonial project of 
advantage. Leviculus was bred under a merchant, 


and by the graces of his perſon, the ſprightlineſs of 


his prattle, and the neatneſs of his dreſs, ſo much 
enamoured his maſter's ſecond daughter, a girl of 


ſixteen, that ſhe declared her refolution-to have no 


other huſband. Her father, after having chidden 


her for undutifulneſs, conſented to the mateh, not 


much to the ſatisfaction of Levicu/us, who was ſuf- 


_ ficiently elated with his conqueſt to think himſelf 


entitled to a larger fortune. He was, however, 
ſoon rid of his perplexity, for his miſtreſs died be- 
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HE was now ſo well ſatisfted with his own ac- 


compliſhments, that he determined to commence: 
fortune-hunter, and when his apprenticeſhip expir- 


ed, inſtead of beginning, as was expected, to walk 
the exchange with a face of importance, or aſſo- 


tiating himſelf with thoſe who were moſt eminent 

for their knowledge of the ſtocks, he at once threw 

off the ſolemnity of the counting-houſe, equipped 
ee- 


himſeif with a modiſh wig, liſtened to wits in co 
houſes, paſſed his evenings behind the ſcenes in the 


theatres, learned the names of beauties of quality, 


hummed the laſt ſtanzas of faſhionable ſongs, talked 


with familiarity of high play, boaſted of his at- 
chievements upon drawers and coachmen, was often 
brought to his lodgings at midnight in a chair, told 
with negligence and jocularity of bilking a taylor, 
and now and then let fly a ſhrewd jeſt. at a ſober 


citizen. 


Tuus furniſhed with irreſiſtible artillery; he 
turned his batteries upon the female world, and in 
the firſt warmth of ſelf-approbation, propoſed no 


leſs than the poſſeſſion of riches and beauty united, 


He therefore paid bis civilities to Flauilla, the only 
daughter of a wealthy ſhopkeeper, who not being 
accuſtomed to amorous blandiſhments, or ref] pectful 


addreſſes, was delighted with the novelty of love; 


and eaſily ſuffered him to conduct her to the play, 
and to meet her where ſhe viſited. Leviculus did 
not doubt but her father, however offended by a 
clandeſtine marriage, would ſoon be reconciled by 
the tears of his daughter, and the merit of his ſon+ 


in-law, and was in haſte to conclude the affair. 


But the lady liked better to be courted than mar-- 
ried, and kept him three years in uncertainty and 


attendance. At laſt ſhe fell in love with a young 


enſign at a ball, and having danced with him al 
night, married him in the morning. 


LENI 
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LEVY ICULUS, to avoid the ridicule of his com- 


panions, took a journey to a ſmall eſtate in the WM pi 
country, where after his uſual enquiries concerning MW an 
the nymphs in the neigbourhood, he found it pro- | pu 
per to fall in love with Altilia, a maiden lady, 
twenty years older than himſelf, for whoſe favour ; 
fifteen nephews and nieces were in perpetual con- ma 
tention. They hovered round her with ſuch jea- | La 
lous officiouſneſs, as ſcarcely left a moment vacant in ] 
for a lover. Leviculus, nevertheleſs, diſcovered his MR tolc 
paſſion in a letter, and Altilia could not withſtand dec 
the pleaſure of hearing vows and ſighs, and flatteries laſt 
and proteſtations. She admitted his viſits, enjoyed, edi 
for five years, the happineſs of keeping all her ex- culu 
pectants in perpetual alarms, and amuſed herſelf and 
with the various ſtratagems which were practiſed the 
to diſengage her affections. Sometimes ſhe was ad- La: 
viſed with great earneſtneſs to travel for her health, at la 
and ſometimes intreated to keep her brother's houſe. 
Many ſtories were ſpread to the diſadvantage of Le- L 
viculus, by which ſhe commonly ſeemed affected lolat 
for a time, but took care ſoon afterwards to expreſs who 
her conviction of their falſehood. But being at laſt the 
ſatiated with this ludicrous tyranny, ſhe told her ſplen 
lover, when he preſſed for the reward of his ſer-hatel 
vices, that ſhe was very ſenſible of his merit, but her | 
was reſolved not to impoveriſh an ancient family, 5 
He then returned to the town, and ſoon after his his el 
arrival became. acquainted with Latronia, a lady Near 
diſtinguiſhed by the elegance of her equipage, and Levic 
the regularity of her conduct. Her wealth was r. | 
evident in her 2 and her prudence in MW *< th 
her oeconomy, and therefore Levioulus, who had pu 
ſcarcely confidence to ſolicit her favour, readily ac- : t 
quitted fortune of her former debts, when he found % fine 
himſelf diſtinguiſhed by her with ſuch marks of pre- I ©92r(e 
ference as a woman of modeſty is allowed to give. C. 
He now grew bolder, and ventured to breathe out n; 
his impatience before her. She heard him without Il "<cks 


reſentment, 


| N? 4182. 


pineſs, and at laſt fixed the nuptial day, without 


any diſtruſtful reſerve of pin-money, or ſordid ſti- 
| pulations for jointure, and ſettlements. „ 


LEVICULUS was triumphing on the eve of 


marriage, when he heard on the ſtairs the voice 0 


| Latroma's maid, whom frequent bribes had ſecured. 


in his ſervice. She ſoon burſt into his room, and 


| told him, that ſhe could not ſuffer him to be longer 
E deceived ; that her miſtreſs was now ſpending the 
laſt payment of her fortune, and was only ang pol 
ed in her expence by the credit of his eſtate. / 


evi 
culus ſhuddered to ſee himſelf ſo near a precipice, 


| and found that he was indebted for his eſcape to- 


the reſentment of the maid, who having aſſiſted 
Latronia to gain the conqueſt, quarrelled with her 
at laſt about the plunder. ug. 


LEFVICULUS was now hopeleſs and diſcon- 
ſolate, till one Sunday he ſaw a lady in the Mall, 
whom her dreſs declared a widow, and whom, by 
the jolting prance of her gait, and the broad re- 
iplendence of her countenance, he gueſſed to have 


lately buried ſome proſperous citizen. He followed. 


her home, and found her to be no leſs than the re- 


ict of Prune, the grocer, who having no children, 


had bequeathed to her all his debts and dues, and 
his eſtates real and perſonal. No formality was ne- 
cellary in addrefling madam Prune, and therefore 
Leviculus went next morning without an introdue- 


tor. Eis declaration was received with a loud laugh; 


thc then collected her countenance, wondered at his 
inpudence, aſked if he knew to whom he was talk- 
ing, then ſhowed him the door, and again laughed 
to find him confuſed. Leviculus diſcovered that this 
coarſeneſs was nothing more than the coquetry of 
Cornhill, and next day returned to the attack. He 


ſoon grew familiar to her dialect, and in a few _ 


wecks heard, without any emotion, hints of gay 
cCäloaths 
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reſentment, in time permitted him to hope for hap- 
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cloaths with empty pockets; concurred in many. 


ſage remarks on the regard due to the people of pro- 
erty; and agreed with her in deteſtation of the 
Ladies at the other end of the town, who pinched 
their bellies to buy fine laces, and then pretended 
to laugh at the city: | | 


HE ſometimes preſumed to mention marriage; 
but was always anſwered with a ſlap, a hoot, and 
a flounce. At laſt he began to preſs her cloſer, and 
thought himſelf more favourably received; but go- 
ing one morning, with a reſolution to trifle no lon- 
ger, he found her gone to church with a young 


Journeyman from the neighbouring ſhop, of whom | 


ſhe had'become enamoured at her window. 


Id theſe; and a tkouſand'intermediate adventures; 
has Leviculus ſpent his time, till he is now grown 
prey with age, fatigue, and diſappointment. He 

egins at laſt to find, that ſucceſs is not to be ex- 
pected, and being unfit for any employment that 
might improve his fortune, and unfurniſnhed with 
any arts that might amuſe his leiſure,.is condemned 


to wear out a taſteleſs life in narratives which few 


will hear, and complaints which none will pity. 
8888888... 8.8.9•.8 09 569059553 
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Nulla fides regni ſociis, omniſque poteftas 

Impatiens confortis crat. © = f Lucan; 
No faith of partnerſhip dominion-owns ; . 

Still diſcord hovers o'er divided thrones, 


29 hoſtility perpetually exerciſed between 
L one man and another, is cauſed hy the defire 
of many for that which only few can poſſeſs. Every. 
man would be rich, powerful, and famous ; yet fame, 
power, and riches, are only the names of relative 

| | con- 


tween 
deſire 
Every 
fame, 
elative 
con- 


conditions, which imply the obſcurity, dependance, 


- 


and poverty of greater numbers. 


Tus univerſal and inceſſant competition, pro- 


duces injury and malice by two motives, intereſt, 
and envy; the proſpect of adding to our poſſeſſions 
what we can take from others, and the hope of al- 


leviating the ſenſe of our diſparity by leſſening 


others, though we gain nothing to ourſelves. 


Or theſe two malignant and deſtructive powers, 


it ſeems probable, at the firſt view, that intereſt 


has the ſtrongeſt and moſt extenſive influence. It 
is eaſy to conceive that opportunities to ſeize what 
has been long wanted, may excite deſires almoſt ir- 
reſiſtible; but ſurely, the ſame eagerneſs cannot be 
kindled by an accidental power of deſtroying that 
which gives happineſs to another. It muſt be more- 
natural to rob for gain, than to ravage only for 
miſchief. 5 | 


Ver I am inclined to believe, that the great law 


of mutual benevolence is oftener. violated by envy 


than by intereſt, and that moſt of the miſery which 
the defamation of blameleſs actions, or the obſtruc- 
tion of honeſt. endeavours brings upon the world, 
is inflicted by men that propoſe no advantage to- 
themſelves but the ſatisfaction of poiſoning the ban- 
quet which. they cannot taſte, and blaſting the har- 


veſt which they have no right to. reap. 


InTEREST can diffuſe itſelf but to a narrow 
compaſs. The number is never large of thoſe who 
can hope to fill the poſts of degraded power, catch 
the fragments of ſhattered fortune, or ſucceed to the 
honours of depreciated beauty. But the empire of 
envy has no limits, as it requires to- its influence 
very little help from external circumſtances. Envy 
may always be produced by idleneſs and pride, and 


m what place will not they be found ? 


IN T E= 
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INTERES T requires ſome qualities not univerſal- 
ly beſtowed. The ruin of another will produce no 
profit to him, who has not diſc:rnment to mark his 
advantage, courage to ſeize, and activity to purſue 
it; but the cold malignity of envy may be exerted 
in a torpid and quieſcent ſtate, amidit the gloom of 
ſtupidity, in the coverts of cowardice, He that 
falls by the attacks of intereſt, is torn by hungry ti- 
gers; he may diſcover and reſiſt his enemies. He 
that periſhes in the ambuſhes of envy, 1s deſtroyed 
by unknown and inviſible aſſailants, and dies like 
a man ſuffocated by a poiſonous vapour, without 


knowledge of his danger, or poſſibility of conteſt, 


INTEREST is ſeldom purſued but at ſome hazard. 


He that hopes to gain much, has commonly ſome- 
thing to loſe, and when he ventures to attack ſupe- 


riority, if he fails to conquer, is irrecoverably cruſh- 


ed. But envy may act without expence, or danger. 
To ſpread ſuſpicion, to invent calumnies, to propa- 
ate ſcandal, requires neither labour nor courage. 
t is eaſy for the author of a lie, however malignant, 
to eſcape detection, and infamy needs very little 
induſtry to aſſiſt its circulation. | 


Ex vv is almoſt the only vice which is practicable | 


at all times, and in every place; the only paſſion 
which can never lie quiet for want of irritation : its 
effects therefore are every where diſcoverable, and 
its attempts always to be dreaded. 


. .. Ir is impoſſible to mention a name which any ad- 
vantageous diſtinction has made eminent, but ſome 
latent animoſity will burſt out. The wealthy tracer, 
however he may abſtract himſelf from publick af- 
fairs, will never want thoſe who hint, with Shy/sc, 
that ſhips are but boards. The beauty adorned 
.only with the unambitious graces of innocence and 
modeſty, provokes, whenever ſhe appears, 4 thou- 
ſand murmurs of detraction. The genius, _ 
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when he endeavours only to entertain or inſtruct, 
yet ſuffers perſecution from innumerable criticks, 
whoſe acrimony is excited merely by the pain of 
ſeeing others pleaſed, and of hearing applauſes 
which another enjoys. | | | 


THE frequency of envy makes it ſo familiar, that 


it eſcapes our notice; nor do we often refſect upon 
its turpitude or malignity, till we happen to feel its 
influence, When he that has given no provocation 


to malice, but by attempting to excel, finds himſelf. 


purſued by multitudes whom he never ſaw, with 
all the implacability of perſonal reſentment ; when 


he perceives clamour and malice let looſe upon him 


as a publick enemy, and. incited by every ſtratagem 
of defamation ; when he hears the misfortunes of 
his family, or the follies of his youth expoſed to 
the world; and every failure of conduct, or defect 
of nature aggravated and ridiculed ; he then learns 
to abhor thoſe artifices at which he only laughed 
before, and diſcovers how much the happineſs of 
life would be advanced by the eradication of envy 
irom the human heart. 2 T8 


Envy in, indeed, a ſtubborn weed of the mind, 


and ſeldom yields to the culture of philoſophy. 
There are, however, conſiderations, which if care- 
fully implanted and diligently propagated, might 
in time overpower and repreſs it, ſince no one can 


nurſe it for the ſake of pleaſure, as its effects are 


only ſhame, anguiſh, and perturbation. 


Ir is above all other vices inconſiſtent with the 
character of a ſocial being, becauſe it ſacrifices truth 
and kindneſs to very weak temptations, He that 
plunders a wealthy neighbour, gains as much as he 
takes away, and may improve his own condition in 


ne ſame proportion as he impairs another's ; but 


be that blaſts a flouriſhing reputation, muſt be con- 
tent with a ſmall dividend of additional _ ſo 
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» The RAMBLER N16, 
fmall as can afford very little conſolation to balance | 
| the guilt by which it is obtained. 2 


I HAVE hitherto avoided that dangerous and em- 
pirical morality, which cures one vice by means of 
another. But envy is ſo baſe and deteſtable, ſo 

vile in its original, and ſo pernicious in its effects, 
that the predominance of almoſt any other quality 
is to be prefersed. It is one of thoſe lawleſs ene- 
mies of ſociety, againſt which poiſoned arrows may 
honeſtly be uſed. Let it therefore be conſtantly 7 
remembered, that whoever envies another confeſſes ¶ tho 
his ſuperiority, and let thole be reformed by their N vri 
pride who have loſt their virtue. „%% 


I is no flight aggravation of the injuries which 
envy incites, that they are committed againſt thoſe ¶ qua 
who have given no intentional provocation; and acci 
that the * is often marked out for ruin, not less 
becauſe he has failed in any duty, but becauſe he vey. 


has dared to do more than was required. the 1 


ALMOST every other crime is practiſed by the by 
help of ſome quality which might have produced Mow 
eſteem or love, if it had been well employed; but 
envy is mere unmixed and genuine evil; it purſues P 

a hateful end by deſpicable means, and deſires not Mgr: 
ſo much its own happineſs as another's miſery. To tom 
avoid depravity like this, it is not neceſſary that 
any one ſhould aſpire to. heroiſm or ſanctity, but 
only, that he ſhould reſolve not to quit the rank 
which nature aſſigns him, and wiſh to maintain the 
- gignity of a human being. 


„ 


* 
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1 Pernittes ipfis expendere numinibus, quid © 
a Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile moſtris, Joy, 
e. ſo Intruſt thy fortune to the pow'rs above: 
SO. Leave them to manage for thee, and to grant 
uality What their unercing wiſdom ſees thee want. Daypany 
s ene . | | = £ 
may S every ſcheme of life, ſo every form of wri- 
tantly ting has its advantages and inconveniencies, 


nfeſſes WM though not mingled in the ſame proportions. The 
y their ¶ writec of eſſays, eſcapes many embarraſſments to 

1 5 which a large work would have expoſed him; he 
ſeldom harraſſes his reaſon with long trains of con- 


which Wl ſequence, dims his eyes with the perufal of anti- 
t thoſe ¶ quated volumes, or burthens his memory with great 
1; and ¶ :iccumulations of preparatory knowledge. A care- 
in, not Blk glance upon a favourite author, or tranſient ſur- 


2uſe he 


the firſt hint or ſeminal idea, which enlarged by the 
gradual accretion of matter ſtored in the mind, is 
by the warmth of fancy eaſily expanded into 
lowers, and ſometimes ripened into fruit. | 


by the 
roduced 


ed; but | | 
purſues WW Taz moſt frequent difficulty, by which the au- 
ſires not ¶ tors of theſe petty compoſitions are diſtreſſed, ariſes 
zry. To tom the perpetual demand of novelty and change, 
ary that The compiler of a ſyſtem of ſcience lays his inven- 
ity, button at reſt, and employs only his judgment, the 
the rank W:culty exerted with leaſt fatigue. Even the relator 
ntain We feigned adventures, when once the principal cha- 


acters are eſtabliſhed, and the great events regu- 
larly connected, finds incidents and epiſodes croud- 
ng upon his mind; every change opens new views, 
ad the latter part of the ftory grows without la- 
vur out of the former. But he that attempts to 
atertain his reader with unconnected pieces, finds 
k iræſomeneſs of his taſk rather encreaſed than 


| leſſened 
N * 6 


vey of the varieties of life, is ſufficient to ſupply 
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leſſened by every production. The day calls afreſh 
upon him for a new topick, and he is again oblig- 
ed to chooſe, without any principle to regulate his 


choice. 


Tt is indeed true, that there is ſeldom any ne- 
ceſſity of looking far, or enquiring long for a pro- 


per ſubject. Every diverſity of art or nature, every 


publick bleſſing or calamity, every domeſtick pain 
or gratification, every ſally of caprice, blunder of 
abſurdity, or ſtratagem of affectation, may ſupply 
matter to him whoſe only rule is to avoid uniformity. 


But it often happens, that the judgment is diſtracted 


with boundleſs multiplicity, the imagination ranges 


from one deſign to another, and the hours paſs im- 
"PROT away till the compoſition can be no 


onger delayed, and neceſſity enforces the uſe of 
thoſe thoughts which then happen to be at hand, 
The mind rejoicing at deliverance on = terms 
from perplexity and ſuſpence, applies herſelf vigo- 


rouſly to the work before her, collects embelliſh- 


ments and illuſtrations, and ſometimes finiſhes with 
great elegance and happineſs what in a ſtate of eaſe 
and leiſure ſhe never had begun. | 


IT is not commonly obſerved, how much, even 
of actions conſidered as particularly ſubject to choice, 
is to be attributed to accident, or ſome cauſe out of 
our own power, by whatever name it be diſtin- 
guiſhed. To cloſe tedious deliberations with haſty 
reſolves, and after long conſultations with reaſon 
to refer the queſtion to caprice, is by no means pecu- 
liar to the eſſayiſt. Let him that peruſes this paper, 
review the ſeries of his life, and enquire how he was 
placed in his preſent condition. He will find that 


of the good or ill which he has experienced, a greit | 
part came unexpected, without any viſible grada- 


tions of approach ; that every event has been 1n- 


fluenced by cauſes acting without his intervention; 
and that whenever he pretended to the Prerogam's 
5 | „ . 0 
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reſh of foreſight, he was mortified with new conviction. 
lig- of the ſhortneſs of his views. n 
his | | | N : 
THE buſy, the ambitious, the inconſtant, and 

the adyentrous, may be ſaid to throw themſelves by 
ne- deſign into the arms of fortune, and voluntarily to 
pro- quit the power of governing themſelves; they en- 
very gage in a courſe of life in which little can be aſ- — > 
Dain certained by previous meaſures; nor is it any wo- þ 
r of (er that their time is paſt between elation and de- LY 
pply ſpondency, hope and diſappointment, 2 8 
Uty, | A 
Qed SOME there are who appear to walk the road of 32 
nges life with more circumſpection, and make no ſtep =_ 


im- il they think themſelves fecure from the hazard of 
2 no WW: precipice; when neither pleaſure nor profit can 
e of MW tempt them from the beaten path; who refuſe to 
and, WI vimb leſt they ſhould fall, or to run leſt they ſhould 
erms ſtumble, and move ſlowly forward without any 
jg0- compliance with thoſe paſſions by which the heady 
liſh- nd vehement are ſeduced and betrayed. | 


with 
eaſe V x even the timorous prudence of this judicious 
| aſs is far from exempting them from the dominio 
of chance, a ſubtle and inſidious power, who will | 
even Inntrude upon privacy and embarraſs caution. No þ 
oice, {courſe of life is ſo preſcribed and limited, but tat MW 


ut of Winvany actions muſt reſult from arbitrary election. 
ſtin- Every one muſt form the general plan of his con- 
haſty euct by his own reflections; he muſt reſolve whe- 
-aſon ter he will endeavour at riches or at content; 
zxecu- {Whether he will exerciſe private or publick virtues ; 
aper, MWvhcther he will labour for the general benefit of 
> was nankind, or contract his beneficence to his family 


that ad dependents. 

great ” 3 | 
rada- MW 1441s queſtion has long exerciſed the ſchools of 
in- Miloſophy, but remains yet undecided; and what 
Ion; 


lope is there that a young man, unacquainted with 
wy _ "the 


Yativc 


[1 F . 
. 
ig. 


the arguments on either ſide, ſhould determine his 
own deſtiny otherwiſe than by chance. 


bed, whom he prefers to all other women, without 


determined on theſe important occaſions, will find 
them ſuch, as his pride will ſcarcely ſuffer him to 
confeſs; ſome ſudden ardour of deſire, ſome un- 


tion, ſome inaccurate concluſion, or ſome example 
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Wx chance has given him a partner of his 


any proof of ſuperior deſert, chance muſt again di- 
roll him in the education of his children; for, who 
was ever able to convince himſelf by arguments, 
that he had choſen for his ſon that mode of inſtruc- 
tion to which his underſtanding was beſt adapted, 
or by which he would moſt eaſily be made wile or 
virtuous? | 


WHOEVER ſhall enquire by what motives he was | 


certain glimpſe of advantage, ſome petty competi- 


implicitly reverenced. Such are often the firſt 
cauſes of our reſolves ; for it is neceſſary to act, but 
impoſſible to know the conſequences of action, or 
to diſcuſs all the reaſons which offer themſelves on 
eyery part to inquiſitiveneſs and ſolicitude. 


Since life itſelf is uncertain, nothing which has 


life for its baſis, can boaſt much ſtability. Yet this 


is but a ſmall part of our perplexity. We ſet out 
on a tempeſtuous ſea, in queſt of ſome port, where 
we expect to find reſt, but where we are not ſure of 
admiſſion ; we are not only in danger of ſinking in 
the way, but of being mifled by meteors miſtaken 
for ſtars, of being driven from our courſe by the 
changes of the wind, and of loſing it by unſkilful 
ſteerage; yet it ſometimes happens, that croſs winds 
blow us to a ſafer coaſt, that meteors draw us aſide 
from whirlpools, and that negligence or error con- 
tributes to our eſcape from miſchiefs to which a di- 
re& courſe would have expoſed us. Of thoſe 40 
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by precipitate concluſions, involve themſelves in ca- 
lamities without guilt, very few, however they may 
reproach themſelves, can be certain that other mea- 
ſures would have been more ſucceſsful. | 


In this ſtate of univerſal uncertainty, where a 
thouſand dangers hover about us, and none can tell 
whether the good that he purſues is not evil in dif- 
guiſe, or whether the next ſtep will lead him to 
aft ty or deſtruction, nothing can afford any ratio- 
nal tranquillity, but the conviction that, however 
we amuſe ourſelves with unideal ſounds, nothing in 
reality is governed by chance, but that the univerſe 
is under the perpetual ſuperintendence of him who 
created it; that our being is in the hands of omni- 
potent goodneſs, by whom what appears caſual to 
us is directed for ends ultimately kind and merei- 
ful; and that nothing can finally hurt him who de- 
bars not himſelf from the divine favour. 


Ver. IV, 1 


a 
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Ai vindicta bonum vita jucundius i pſa 

Nempe hoc indoctbi. . 

Chryſippus non dicit idem, nec mite Thaletie 
Ingenium, dulcique ſenex vicinus Hymetto, 

Qui partem acceptæ ſæva inter vincla Cicutæ 

Accuſatom nollet dare. Quippe minuti | 

Semper, & infirmi eft Animi, exiguique Voluptas . 


Ulto. 


But O] revenge is ſiveet. | : 

Thus think the crowd; who, -eager to:engage, 
Take quickly fire, and kindle into rage. 1 
Not ſo mild Thales, nor Chryfppus thought, - | 
Nor that good man, who drank the pois'nous draught 
With mind ſerene ; and could not with to ſee | 

_ His vile-accuſer drink as deep as he: 
Exalted Socrates! divinely brave! | 
Injur'd he fell, and dying he forgave, 

Too noble for revenge; which ſtill we find 
The weakeſt frailty of a feeble mind. 


Da y DEN, 


N vitious diſpoſitions of the mind more obſti- 
nately reſiſt both the counſels of philoſophy 
and the injunctions of religion, than thoſe which 
are complicated with an opinion of dignity; and 
which we cannot diſmiſs without leaving in the 
hands of oppoſition ſome advantage iniquitouſly ob- 
tained, or ſuffering from our own prejudices fome 
imputation of puſillanimity. 


For this reaſon ſcarcely any law of our REDEEMER 
is more openly tranſgreſſed, or more induſtriouſly 
evaded, than that by which he commands his fol- 
lowers to forgive injuries, and prohibits, under the 
ſanction of eternal miſery, the gratification of the 
deſire which every man feels to return pain upon 
him that inflits it. Many who could have con- 
quered their anger, are unable to combat pride, and 
| 1 5 purſue 
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purſue offences to extremity of vengeance, leſt they 


| 123 


ſhould be inſulted by the triumph of an enemy. 


Bur certainly no precept could better become 


him, at whoſe birth peace was proclaimed to the earth. 
For, what would ſo ſoon deſtroy all the order of ſo- 


ciety, and deform life with violence and ravage, as 
2-permiſſion to every one to judge his own cauſe, 
| and to apportion his own recompence for imagined 


injuries? 


Ir is difficult for a man of the ſtricteſt juſtice not 


to favour himfelf too much, in the calmeſt moments 


of ſolitary meditation. Every ene wiſhes for the 
diſtinctions for which thouſands are wiſhing at the 


ſame time, in their own opinion, with better claims. 


He that, when his reaſon operates in its full force, 
can thus, by-the: mere prevalence of ſelf- love, pre- 
fer himſelf to his fellow-beings, is very unlikely ta 
judge equitably when his paſſions are agitated by a2 
ſenſe of wrong, and his attention wkolly engrofled 
| Whoever arrogates 
to himſelf the right of vengeance, ſhows how little 


by pain, intereſt, or danger. 


he is qualified to decide his own-claims, ſince he 


certainly demands what he would think 


granted to another, 


| NoTrinG is more apparent than that, however 
injured, or however provoked, ſome muit at laſt de 


4 


unfit to be 


contented to forgive, For it can never be hoped, 
tnat he who firſt commits an injury, will contentedly 
icquieſee in the penalty required: the ſame haugh- 


tineſs of contempt, or vehemence of deſire, that 


prompt the act of juſtice, will more ſtrongly incite 
ts juſtification; and reſentment can never ſo exactly 
balance the puniſhment with the fault, but there 
vil remain an overplus of vengeance which even 
iz who condemns his firſt action will think himſelf 
entitled to retaliate, What then can enſue but a 
continual exacerbation of hatred, an unextinguiſh- 


able 


F 
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able feud, an inceſſant reciprocation of miſchief, a di 
mutual vigilance to entrap, and eagerneſs to deſtroy? pa 
SINCE then the imaginary right of vengeance muſt 5 
be at laſt remitted, becauſe it is impoſſible to live mi 
in perpetual hoſtility, and equally impoſſible that of gu 
two enemies, either ſhould firſt think himſelf obliged ne 
by juſtice to ſubmiſſion, it is ſurely eligible to for- 5 
| EY early. Every paſſion is. more eaſily ſubdued 
efore it has been long accuſtomed to poſſeflion of WM #1; 
the heart; every idea is obliterated with leſs diffi- for 
culty, as it has been more ſlightly impreſſed, and nit 
leſs frequently renewed. He who has often brooded gui 
over his wrongs, pleaſed himſelf with ſchemes of ma- con 


lignity, and glutted his pride with the fancied ſup- 
plications of humbled enmity, will not eaſily open 
his boſom to amity and reconciliation, or indulge 
the gentle ſentiments of benevolence: and peace, 
4 . p \Y a 
I x is eaſieſt to forgive, while there is yet little to 
be forgiven. A ſingle injury may be ſoon diſmiſſed 
from the memory; but a long ſucceſſion of ill offices 
by degrees aſſociates itſelf with every idea, a long 
conteſt involves ſo many circumſtances, that every 
place and action will recal it to the mind, and freſh 
remembrance of vexation muſt ſtill enkindle rage, 
and irritate revenge. f 5 


A w1sE man will make haſte to forgive, becauſe 
he knows the true value of time, and will not ſuffer : 
it to paſs away in unneceſſary pain. He that will- Ir 
ingly ſuffers the corroſions of inveterate hatred, fal az 

and gives up his days and nights to the gloom of It is 
malice, and perturbations of ſtratagem, cannot eſcen 

ſurely be ſaid to conſult his eaſe. Reſentment is an ceeds 
union of ſorrow with malignity, a combination of a MW but ir 
-paſſion which all endeavour to avoid, with a paſſion 

which all concur to deteſt. The man who retires to No 
meditate miſchief, and to exaſperate his own rage; MW thing 
whoſe thoughts are employed only an mean p dignit 
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diſtreſs and contrivances of ruin; whoſe mind never 
pauſes from the remembrance of his own ſufferings, 
but to indulge ſome hope of enjoying the calamities 
of another, may juſtly be numbered among the moſt 
miſerable of human beings, among thoſe who are 
guilty without reward, who have neither the glad- 


nels of proſperity, nor the calm of innocence. 


WHOEVER conſiders the weakneſs both of him 
ſelf and others, will not long want perſuaſives io 
forgiveneſs. We know not to what degree of malig - 
nicy any injury is to be imputed ; or how much its 
guilt, if we were to inſpect the mind of him that 
committed it, would be extenuated by miſtake, 
recipitance, or negligence ; we cannot be certain 
ow much more we feel than was intended to be 
inflicted, or how much we encreaſe the miſchief to 
ourſelves by voluntary aggravations. We may 
charge to deſign the effects of accident; we may 
think the blow violent only becauſe we have made 
ourſelves delicate and tender; we are on every fide 
in danger of error and of guilt, which we are cer- 
tain to avoid only by ſpeedy forgiveneſs. 


From this pacifick and harmleſs temper, thus 
propitious to others and ourſelves, to domeſtick 
tranquillity and to ſocial happineſs, no man is with- 
held but by pride, by the fear of being inſulted by 
his adverſary or deſpiſed by the world. | 


Ir may be laid down as an unfailing and univer- 
fal axiom, that, all pride is abject and mean.” 
It is always an ignorant, lazy, or cowardly acqui- 
eſcence in a falſe appearance of excellence, and pro- 
ceeds not from conſciouſneſs of our attainments, 
but inſenſibility of our wants. „ 


Nor nid can be great which is not right. No- 

thing which reaſon condemns can be ſuitable to the 

cignity of the human mind. T's be driven by ex- 
| "03.3 ternal 
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ternal motives from the path which our own heart 
approves, to give way to any thing but conviction, 
to ſuffer the opinion of others to rule our choice, or 
overpower our reſolves, is to ſubmit tamely to the 


loweſt and moſt ignominious flavery, and to reſign 


the right of directing our own lives. 


THE utmoſt excellence at which humanity can 


arrive, is a conſtant and determinate purſuit of vir- 
tue, without regard to preſent dangers or advan- 
tage; a continual reference of every action to the 
divine will; an habitual appeal to everlaſting juſ- 
tice; and an unvaried elevation of the intellectual 
eye to the regard which perſeverance only can ob- 
| tain. But that pride which many who preſume to 
boaſt of generous ſentiments, allow to regulate their 
meaſures, has nothing nobler in view than the ap- 
. probation of men, of beings whoſe ſuperiority we 
are under no obligation to acknowledge, and who, 
When we have courted them with the utmoſt aſſi- 
duity, can confer no valuable or permanent re- 
ward; of beings who ignorantly judge of what they 


do not underſtand, or partially determine what they 


never have examined; and whoſe ſentence is there- 
fore of no weight till it has received the ratification 
of our own conſcience. VT 


nx that can deſcend to bribe ſuffrages like theſe, 

at the price of his innocence; he that can ſuffer the 
delight of ſuch acclamations to with-hold his atten- 
tion from the commands of the univerſal ſovereign, 
has little reaſon to congratulate himſelf upon the 
greatneſs of his mind; whenever he awakes to ſe- 
" Tiouſneſs and reflection, he muſt become deſpicable 
in his own eyes, and ſhrink with ſhame from the 
remembrance of his cowardice and folly. | 


Or him that hopes to be forgiven it is indiſ- 


penſibly required, that he forgive, It is 1 
1 ſuper⸗ 
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ſuperfluous to urge any other motive. On this great 
duty eternity is ſuſpended, and to him that refuſes 
to practiſe it, the throne of mercy is inacceſſible, 
and the SAVIOUR of the world has been born in 


— 


yain. | | 
SSRN: 
Nuns. 186. SATURDAY, Dec. 28, 1751. 


Pone me, pigris ubi nulla campis 

Arbor &ſtivd recreatur Aura 

Dulce ridentem Lalagen amabo, 
1 Dulce loquent em. 


Place me, where never ſummer breeze 
 Vnbinds the glebe, or warms the trees; 
Where ever lowering clouds appear, | 
And angry Jove deforms th* inclement year: 
Love and the nymph ſhall charm my toils, 
The nymph; who ſweetly ſpeaks and ſweetly ſmiles; _ 
| | ___ Faancerh 


HORACE» 


Of the happineſs and miſery of our preſent ſtate, 
part ariſes from our ſenſations, and part from 
our opinions; part is diftributed by nature, and part 
is in a great meaſure-apportioned by. ourſelves. Poſi- 
tive pleaſure we cannot always obtain, and poſitive 


| 2 we often cannot remove. No man can give to 


is own plantations the fragrance of the Indian 


goves; nor will any precepts of philoſophy enable 


him to withdraw Dis autuiitivin ſivisz wood. „ AL 
eaſes. But the negative infelicity which proceeds,. 
not from the preſſure of ſufferings, but the abſence 
of en jo FS, will always yield to the remedies of 
rea On. 1 2 8 : a ; 


Ox of the great arts of eſcaping ſuperfluous un- 
eaſineſs, is to free our minds from the habit of com- 
paring our condition with that of others on whom 
the bleſſings of life are more bountifully beſtowed, 
ar with imaginary * delight and ſecurity, per- 


4 haps 


/ "Nous, 


haps unattainable by mortals. | Few are placed in a a 
ſituation ſogloomy and diſtreſsful, as not to ſee every ( 
day beings yet more forlorn and miſerable, from " 
whom they may learn to rejoice in their own lot, l 
No inconvenience is leſs ſuperable by art or dili- b 
gence than the inclemency of climates, and there- h 
fore none affords more proper exerciſe for this phi- ſc 
loſophical abſtraction. A native of England, pinched h 
with the froſts of December, may leſſen his affection 
for his own country, by ſuffering his imagination 
to wander in the vales of Alia, and ſport among ol 
woods that are always green, and ſtreams that al- In 
ways murmur; butif he turns his thoughts towards m 
the polar regions, and conſiders the nations to whom W 
a great portion of the year 1s darkneſs, and who are py, 
condemned to paſs weeks and months amidſt moun- lis 
tains of ſnow, he will ſoon diſcover his tranquillity, tu 
and while he ſtirs his fire, or throws his cloak about m 
him, reflect how inuch he owes to providence, that l 
he is not placed in Greenland or Siberia. " 
| | : | 0 
Fits barrenneſs of the earth, and the ſeverity of 
the ſkies in theſe dreary countries, are ſuch as might n 
be expected to confine the mind wholly to the con- dit 
templation of neceſſity and diſtreſs, ſo that the care up 
of eſcaping death from cold and hunger ſhould fro 
Jeave no room for ae 8 warn, ea _—_ of - 
3 nduct, or diverſify characters; el 
Reef 111 = ſpent only in rl for . 
the winter, and the winter in longing for the ſum- ww 
mer. | | | 2 
| | | | | & | 
YET learned curioſity is known to have found its __ 
way into theſe abodes of poverty and gloom : Lap- 1 
land and Iceland have their hiſtorians, their criticks, 665 
and their poets; and love, that extends his domi- a 
nion wherever humanity can be found, perhaps ex- 5 
erts the ſame power in the Greenlander's hut as iI 
| con 


the palaces of eaſtern monarchs. 7 
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IN one of the large caves to which the families of 


Greenland retire together, to paſs the cold months, 


and which may be termed their villages or cities, a 


youth and maid, who came from different parts of 
the country, were ſo much diltinguiſhed for their 
beauty, that they were called by the reſt of the in- 


habitants Anningait and Ajut, from a ſuppoſed re- 


ſemblance to their anceſtors of the ſame names, who + 


had been transformed of old into the ſun and moon. - 


„„ 

ANNINGAIT for ſome time heard the praiſes 
of ut with little emotion, but at laſt, by frequent 
interviews, became ſenſible of her charms, and firlt 
made a diſcovery of his affection, by inviting her 


with her parents to a feaſt, where he placed before 


Aut the tail of a whale, Ajut ſeemed not much de- 


lighted by this gallantry, yet, however, from that 


time, was obſerved rarely to appear, but in a velt 


made of the ſkin of a white deer ; ſhe uſed frequent- 


ly to renew the black dye upon her hands and fore- 
head, to adorn her ſleeves with coral and ſhells, and 


to braid her hair with great exactneſs. 


TRE elegance of her dreſs, and the judicious 


diſpoſition of her ornaments, had ſuch an effect 


upon Anningait that he could no longer be reſtrained 


from a declaration of his love. He therefore com- 


heroick and tender ſentiments, he proteſted, that 


4. She was beautiful as the vernal willow, and fra- 


cc 


ngers were white as the teeth of the morſe, and 


* her ſmile grateful as the diſſolution of the ice; 
** that he would purſue her, though ſhe ſhould paſs 
the ſnows of the midland cliffs, or ſeek ſhelter in 
the caves of the caitern canibals; that he would 


£6 


tear her from the embraces of the genius of the 
rocks, fnatch her from the paws of Amaroc, and 


LY 
- 


5 „ 


poſed a poem in her praiſe, in which, among other 


” 2 as thyme upon the mountains; that her 


" reſcue her from the ravine of e He 


concluded with a wiſh, that“ whoever ſhall attempt - 
| 7 | ; C 
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© to hinder his union with ut, might be buried 
& without his bow, and that in the land of fouls 
* his ſkull might ſerve for no other uſe than to 
catch the droppings of the ſtarry lamps.” 


'Tr1s ode being univerſally applauded, it was ex- 
pected that 4jut would ſoon yield to ſuch fervour 
and accompliſhments ; but Ajut, with the natural 
haughtineſs of beauty, expected all the forms of 
courtſhip; and before ſhe would confeſs herſelf 
conquered, the ſun returned, the ice broke, and the 
ſeaſon of labour called all to their employments. 


ANNINGAIT and Ajut for a time always 
went out in the ſame boat, and divided whatever 
was caught. Anningait, in the fight. of his miſtreſs, 
loſt no opportunity of ſignalizing his courage; he 
attacked the ſea-horſes on the ice; purſued the ſeals 
into the water; and leaped upon the back of the 
whale, while he was yet ſtruggling with the remains 
of life. Nor was his diligence leſs to accumulate all 
that could be neceſſary to make winter comfortable; 
he dried the roe of fiſhes, and the fleſh of ſeals; he 
entrapped deer and foxes, and dreſſed their ſkins to 
adorn his bride; he feaſted her with eggs from the 
rocks, and firewed her tent with flowers. 


Ir happened that a tempeſt drove the fiſh to a 
diſtant part of the coaſt, before Anningait had com- 
pleted his ſtore; he therefore entreated Aut, that 
the would at laſt grant him her hand, and accom- 


pany him to that part of the country whither he was 


now ſummoned by neceſſity. Aut thought him not 
yet entitled to ſuch condeſcenſion, but propoſed, as 
a trial of his conſtancy, that he ſhould return at the 

end of ſummer to the cavern where their acquaint- 


ance commenced, and there expect the reward of 


his aſſiduities. OF virgin, beautiful as the ſun ſhin- 
ing on the water, conſider,” ſaid Auningait, 

* what thou haſt required. How. eaſily may my 
1 1 85 VV 


through ways encloſed with trees, or over walls 


1 
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e return be precluded by a ſudden froſt or unex- 
ce pected fogs; then mult the night be paſt without 
« my Ajut. We live not, my fair, in thoſe fabled 
* countries, which lying ſtrangers fo wantonly de- 
“% ſcribe; where the whole year is divided into 
% ſhort days and nights; where the ſame habita- 
& tion ſerves for ſummer and winter; where they 
“ raiſe houſes in rows above the ground; dwell to- 
&« gether from year to year, with flocks of tame 
« animals-grazing in the fields about them; can: 
« travel at any time from one place to another, 


* 


ra ſed upon the inland waters; and direct their 
* courſe through wide countries by the ſight of 
« green hills or ſcattered buildings. Even in ſum- 
« mer, we have no means of crofling the moun- 
% tains, whoſe ſnows are never diſſolved; nor can 
remove to any diſtant reſidence, but in our boats 
“ coaſting the bays.. Conſider, Ajut; a few ſum- 
mer days, and a few winter nights, and the life 
of man is at an end. Night is the time of eaſe 
and feſtivity, of revels and gaiety ; but what will. 
he the flaming lamp, the delicious ſeal, or the 
ſoft oil, without the ſmile of Hut? ? 


TRE eloquence of Anningait was vain; the maid. 
continued inexorable, and they parted with ardent 
promiſes to meet again before the night of winter, 


5 * 
b 1 


G 6 | Nouns, 


132 The RAMBLER. No 17. 
Nums. 187. TugspAv, Dec. 31, 1751. 


Nin illum noſtri poſſunt mutare Labores, _ 
Non fs Frigoribus mediis Hebrumgue bibamus, 
Sithoniaſgue Niwves Hiemis ſubeamus aq uoſa —o—— | 
Omnia v incit Amor. : VIICIt. 
Love alters not for us his hard decrees 
Not tho' beneath the Thracian clime we freeze, 
Or the mild bl ſs of temperate ſkies for: go, 
And in mid winter tread Sitbonian ſnow: 
Love conquers all. k Dx vprx, 


1 however diſcompoſed by the 
dilatory coyneſs of Mut, was yet reſolved to 
omit no tokens of amorous reſpect; and therefore, 
preſented her at his departure with the ſkins of ſe- 
ven white fawns, of five ſwans and eleven ſeals, 
with three marble lamps, ten veſſels of ſeal oil, and 
à large kettle of braſs, which he had purchaſed from 
a ſhip, at the price of half a whale, and two horns 
of ſea-unicorns. 5 | 


A FUT was ſo much affected by the fondneſs of 
her lover, or ſo much overpowered by his magnih- 
cence, that ſhe followed him to the ſeaſide; and, 
when ſhe ſaw him enter the boat, wiſhed aloud, 
that he might return with plenty of ſkins and oil; 
that neither the mermaids might ſnatch him into 
the deeps, nor the ſpirits of the rocks confine him in 
their caverns. Fd 


 Shx ſtood a while to gaze upon the departing veſ- 
ſe], and then returning to her hut, ſilent and deject- 
ed, laid aſide, from that hour, her white deer | 
ſkin, ſuffered her hair to ſpiead unbraided on her 
ſhoulders, and forbore to mix in the dances of the 
maidens. She endeavourcd to divert her thoughts 
by continual application to feminine employments, 
gather moſs for the winter lamps, and dried grats 
to line the boots of Anningait. Of the ſkins 8 

| = | | e 


/ 
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he had beſtowed upon her, ſhe made a fiſhing- coat, 


4 ſmall boat, and tent, all of exquiſite manufacture; 
and while ſhe was thus buſied, ſolaced her labours 
with a ſong, in which ſhe prayed, that her lover 
«© might have hands ſtronger than the paws of the 
«© bear, and feet ſwifter than the feet of the rain- 
ce deer; that his dart might never err, and that his 
« boat might never leak ; that he might never 
© {tumble on the ice, nor faint in the water; that 


« the ſeal might ruſh on his harpoon, and the 


% wounded whale might daſh the waves in vain.” 


THE large boats in which the Green/anders tranſ- 
port their families, are always rowed by women, for 
'a man will not debaſe himſelf by work, which re- 
quires neitherſki]l nor courage. Anningait was there- 
tore expoſed by idleneſs to the ravages of paſſion. 
He went thrice to the ſtern of the boat, with an in- 
tent to leap into the water, and ſwim back to his 
miſtreſs; but recollecting the miſery which they 
muſt endure in the winter, without oil for the lamp, 
or ſkins for the bed, he reſolved to employ the weeks 
of abſence in proviſion for a night of plenty and fe- 
licity. He then compoſed his emotions as he could, 
and expreſſed in wild numbers and uncouth images, 
his hopes, his ſorrows, and his fears. O life,” 
ſays he,“ frail and uncertain ! where ſhall wretched 
man find thy reſemblance but in ice floating on 
the ocean? It towers on high, it ſparkles from 


b afar, while the ſtorms drive and the waters beat 


it, the ſun melts it above, and the rocks ſhatter it 
* below. What art thou, deceitful pleaſure, but a 


* ſudden blaze ſtreaming from the north, which 


cc 


5 plays a moment on the eye, mocks the traveller 


with the hopes of light, and then vaniſhes for 
ever? What,love, art thou but a whirlpool, which 
we approach without knowledge of our danger, 
* drawn on by imperceptible degrees, till we have 
* lott all power of reſiſtance and eſcape? Till I 
: 1 * fixed 


oC 


—— 
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c fixed my eyes on the graces of Ajut, while I had of « 


c yet not called her to the banquet, I was careleſs adr 

<« 25 the 1 J was merry as the ſingers 
<<: in the ſtars. hy, Aut, did I gaze upon thy 4 
& graces? why, my fair, did I call thee to the ban- fr: 
„ quet? Yet, be faithful, my love, remember An- An, 
s ningait, and meet my return with the ſmile of vit- ver 
* ginity. I will chaſe the deer, I will ſubdue the apf 
6 whale, reſiſtleſs as the froſt of darkneſs, and un- tha 
„ wearied as the ſummer ſun. In a few weeks, I ſea] 
* fhall return proſperous and wealthy; then ſhall wh 
« the roefiſh and the porpoiſe feaſt thy kindred; tha 
©. the fox and hare ſhall cover thy couch; the tough ſho 
& hide of the ſeal ſhall ſhelter thee from cold; and anc 
& the fat of the whale illuminate thy dwelling.” ' - 
2 


ANNINGAI T having with theſe ſentiments fire 
conſoled his grief, and animated his induſtry, found fore 


that they had now coaſted the headland, and ſaw the wh: 
whales ſpouting at a diſtance. He therefore placed lads 

himſelf in his fiſhing-boat, called his aſſociates to 
their ſeveral employments, plied his oar and harpoon 1 
with incredible courage and dexterity ; and, by di- cret 
viding his time between the chace and fiſhery, ſuſ- nev 
pended the miſeries of abſence and ſuſpicion. find 
| | | her 


, in the mean time, notwithſtanding her Gre 
neglected dreſs, happened, as ſhe was drying ſome lang 
ſkins in the ſun, to catch the eye of Nee on his ning 
return from hunting. Nerngſuk was of birth truly fuk, 
illuſtrious. His mother had died in childbirth, and and 
his father, the moſt expert fiſher of Greenland, had into 
periſhed by too cloſe purſuit of the whale. His dig- ries 


nity was equalled by his riches; he was maſter of whi 
four mens and two womens boats, had ninety tubs at a 
of oil in his winter habitation, and five and twenty viey 
ſeals buried in the ſnow againſt the ſeaſon of dark- her 
neſs. When he ſaw the beauty of ut, he imme- | 
diately threw over her the ſkin of a deer that he had A 


taken, and ſoon after preſented her with ms, had 
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admit no lover in the place of Anningait. 


NORN GS UK, thus rejected, had recourſe to 


fratagem. He knew that 4jut would. conſult an 
Angekkok, or diviner, concerning the fate of her lo- 

ver, and the felicity of her future life. He therefore 
applied himſelf to the moſt celebrated Angelo of 
that part of the country, and by a preſent of two- 
ſeals and a marble kettle, obtained a promiſe, that 
when Ajut ſhould conſult him, he would declare 
that her love was in the land of fouls. A4jat, in a. 
ſhort time, brought him a coat made by herſelf, 

and enquired what events were to befal her, with- 
aſſurances of a much larger reward at the return of 

Anningait, if the prediction ſhould flatter her de- 

fires. The Angekkok knew the way to riches, and 
foretold that Anningait, having already caught two 
whales, would ſoon return home with a large boat 

laden with proviſtonss 


THrr1s prognoſtication ſhe was ordered to keep ſe- 
cret, and Norngſu depending upon his artifice, re- 
newed his addreſſes with greater confidence; but 
finding his ſuit ſtill unſucceſsfu], applied himſelf to 
her parents with gifts and promiſes. The wealth of 
Greenland is too powerful for the virtue of a Green- 


lander; they forgot the merit and the preſents of Au- 


ningait, and decreed Aut to the embraces of Norng- 
/uk, She entreated; ſhe remonſtrated; ſhe wept, 
and raved; but finding riches irreſiſtible, fled away 
into the uplands, and lived in a cave upon ſuch ber- 
ries as ſhe could gather, and the. birds or-hares 


which ſhe had the fortune to enſnare, taking care 


at an hour when ſhe was not likely to be found, to 
view the ſea every day, that her love might not miſs 
her at his return. | ; 


AT laſt ſhe ſaw the great boat in which Anningait | 
had departed, ſtealing flow and heavy * 
| = the 
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of coral. Ajut refuſed his gifts, and determined to 
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the coaſt, She ran with all the impatience of affec- 
tion to catch her lover in her arms, and relate her 
conſtancy and ſufferings. When the company 
reached the land, they informed her, that Anningait, 
after the fiſhery was ended, being unable to fupport 
the flow paſſage of the veſſel of carriage, had ſet out 
before them in his fiſhing-boat, and they expected 
at their arrival to have found him on ſhore. 


AFUT, diſtracted at this intelligence, was about 
to fly into the hills, without knowing why, though 
ſhe was now in the hands of her parents, who forced 

her back to their own hut, and endeavoured to com- 
fort her; but when at laſt they retired to reſt, Aut 
went down to the beach; where, finding a fiſting- 
boat, ſhe entered it without heſitation, and telling 
thoſe who wondered at her raſhneſs, that ſhe was 
going in ſearch of Auningait, rowed away with great 
fwi nd was ſeen no more, | 


THE fate of theſe lovers gave occaſion to various 
fictions and conjectures. Some are of opinion; that 
they were changed into ſtars; others imagine, that 
Auningait was ſeized in his paſſage by the genius of 
the rocks, and that Ajut was transformed into a mer- 
maid, and ſtill continues to ſeek her lover in the de- 
ſarts of the ſea. But the general perſuaſion is, that 
they are both in that part of the land of ſouls where 
the ſun never ſets, where oil is always freſh, and 
proviſions always warm. The virgins ſometimes 
throw a thimble and a needle into the bay, from 
which the hapleſs maid departed; and when a 
Greenlander would praiſe any couple for virtuous at- 
fection, he declares, that they love like Anzingait 
and Ajat. | | SO | 
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— Si te colo, Sexte, non amabo. 


MAkx r. 
The more I honour thee, the leſs I love. 77 


N of the deſites dictated by vanity is 
more general, or leſs blameable, than that of 
being diſtinguiſhed for the arts of converſation. 
Other accompliſhments may be poſſeſſed without 
opportunity of exerting them, -or wanted without 


danger that the defect can often be remarked ; but 


as no man can live otherwiſe than in an hermitage, 
without hourly pleaſure or vexation, from the fond- 
neſs or neglect of thoſe about him, the faculty of 
giving pleaſure is of continual uſe, Few are more 


frequently envied than thoſe who have the power 


cf forcing attention wherever they come, whoſe en- 
trance is confidered as a promiſe of felicity, and 
whoſe departure is lamented, like the receſs of the 
ſun from northern climates, as a privation of all 
that enlivens fancy, or inſpirits gaiety. 


Ir is apparent, that to excellence in this valuable 
art, ſome peculiar qualifications are neceſſary; for 
every one's experience will inform him, that the 
pleaſure which men are able to give in converſation, 
holds no ſtated proportion to their knowledge or 
their virtue. Many find their way to the tables and 
the parties of thoſe who never conſider them as of 


the leaſt importance in any other place; we have all, 
at one time or other, been content to love thoſe 


whom we could not eſteem, and been perſuaded to 
try the dangerous experiment of admitting him for a 
companion whom we knew to be too ignorant for 
a counſellor, and too treacherous for a friend, 


I qQuesT1ON whether ſome abatement of cha- 


racter is not neceſſary to general acceptance. Few 


ſpend 
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ſpend their time with much ſatisfaction under the 
eye of unconteſtable ſuperiority; and therefore, 
among thoſe whole prefence is courted at aſſemblies 
of jollity, there are ſeldom found men eminently: 
diſtinguiſhed for powers or acquiſitions. The wit 
whoſe vivacity condemns ſlower tongues to ſilence, 
the ſcholar whoſe knowledge allows no man to 
fancy that he inſtructs. him, the critick who ſuffers 
no fallacy to paſs undetected; and the reaſoner who 
condemns the idle to thought, and the negligent to 
attention, are generally. praiſed and feared, reve» 
renced and avoided os | 


HE that would pleaſe muſt rarely aim at ſuch ex- 
eellence as depreſſes his hearers in their own opinion, 


er debars them from the hope of contributing reci- 


pProcally to the entertainment of the company. Mer- 
riment, extorted by ſallies of imagination, ſprightli- 
neſs of remark, or quickneſs of reply, is too often 
what the Latrns call, the Sardinian Z 
Rortion of the face without gladneſs of heart. 


For this reaſon, no ſtile of converſation is more 


extenſively acceptable than the narrative. He who 
has ſtored his memory with ſlight anecdotes, private 
incidents, and perſonal peculiarities, ſeldom fails 
to find his audience favourable. Almoſt every man 

liſtens with eagerneſs to contemporary hiſtory ; for 
almoſt every man has ſome real-or imaginary con- 
nection with a celebrated character, ſome deſire to 
advance, or oppoſe a riſing name. Vanity often 


co-operates with curioſity.. He that is a hearer in 


one place qualifies himſelf to become a ſpeaker in 
another ; for though he cannot comprehend a ſeries 


of argument, or. tranſport the volatile ſpirit of wit 
without evaporation, he yet thinks himſelf able to 


treaſure up: the various incidents of a ſtory, and 


pleaſes his hopes with the information which he 


mall give to ſome inferior fociety,. 


aughter,.a di- 
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NARRATIVES are for the moſt part heard with- 


out envy, becauſe they are not ſuppoſed to imply- 
any intellectual qualities above the common rate, 


To be acquainted with facts not yet echoed by ple- 


beian mouths, may happen. to one man as well as to 
another, and to relate them when they are known, 
has in appearance ſo little difficulty, that every one 
concludes himſelf equal to the taſk,. | 


Bur it is not eaſy, and in ſome ſituations of life 
not poſſible, to accumulate ſuch, a ſtock of mate- 
rials as may ſupport the expence of continual narra- 
tion; and it frequently happens, that they who at- 
tempt this method of ingratiating themſelves, pleaſe 
only at the firſt interview; and, for want of new: 


ſupplies of intelligence, wear out their ftories by 


continual repetition. 


THERE would be, therefore, little hope of ob- 


taining the praiſe of a good companion, were it not 


to be gained by more compendious methods; but 
ſuch is the kindneſs of mankind to all, except thoſe 
who aſpire to real merit and rational dignity, that 
every underſtanding may find ſome way to. excite- 
benevolence. and whoever. is not envied, may learn. 
the art of procuring love. We are willing to be 
pleaſed, but are not willing to admire; we favour. 
the mirth or officiouſneſs that ſolicits our regard, 
but oppoſe the worth or ſpirit that enforces it. 


Tx firſt place among thoſe that pleaſe, becauſe: 


they deſire only to pleaſe, is due to the merry fellow, 
whoſe laugh is loud, and whoſe voice is ſtrong; who 
is ready to echo every jeſt with obſtreperous appro- 
bation, and countenance every frolick with vocife- 
rations of applauſe;. It is not neceſſary to a merry 


fellow to bave in himſelf any. fund of jocularity, or 


force of conception; it is ſufficient that he always 
appears in the higheſt exaltation of gladneſs, for the 
greater part of mankind are gay or ſerious by in- 


ion, 


ae 
HS 
— . 


4 - — 2 
—— . 
CF im gt © 0d FN 


GEORG 


$ 
7 
1 
. 
* 
i 


N 


— — — K * 1 * — 
= —_— — - — — _R _ Y 2 = 
- = E . — — — on - Re = 
— . 1 — 4 — 8 — => =; Ee. — > ar Ye 
ro A hoon oath : : g 4 —_— : — — * — — 
Key — — * — * 3 WV! N "IE > 2.0. oe Choe 2 IT”. 6 2 — 3 3 IOW 2 Fae) 4-45 x48 
7 ” - - 8 - 8 - — — W 
> * 8 : : * — r 38 * 3 — — =; I D Ty 
k I N >> n 8 N — "ar! % 8 ICE 8 5 — Fa r 3 1 
Le Sig ON oh > Lo Ae 3 0 . 2 CLE 7 4 > „ DET + . - 28 
* * bs — 5 5 I I 2 . 8 i nt” * — . ce < +a *h a. 
— N . — : . Y . : - = 8 x. DE ONE... ron. 
_ Z — „ -” o <S- <1 — - ”_ — 9 tl f 
3 - h 2 8 - 2 
4 e n 3 3 — 
1 — hoes 2 n 7 \ 


SLES ae 
WY. 


- wh 3 G — 2 * — 2 
nes ba * bY —_ — — 1 * 2 r 
* * * * —— iT .-1 * wt — — "AS — n 3 
— 0 AX * 4 4 A *. þ 206" As. 4 mw —_ — a — 
hb. wg > 1 Fe ; — : l I 2 


140 The RAMBLER Ne 188 


fection, and follow without reſiſtance the attraction 


of example. 


| NexT to the merry fellow is the g99d-natured 
man, a being generally without benevolence, or 
any other virtue, than ſuch as indolence and inſen- 
ſibility confer. The characteriſtick of a good - natur- 
ed man is to bear a joke; to fit unmoved and unaf- 
fected amidſt noiſe and turbulence, profaneneſs and 
obſcenity; to hear every tale without contradiction; 


to endure inſult without reply; and to follow the 


ſtream of folly, whatever courſe it ſhall happen to 
take. The good-natured man is commonly the 
darling of the petty wits, with whom they exer- 
ciſe themſelves in the rudiments of raillery; for he 
never takes advantage of failings, nor diſconcerts a 

puny ſatiriſt with unexpected ſarcaſms; but while 
the glaſs continues to circulate, contentedly bears 


the expenee of uninterrupted laughter, and retires. 


rejoicing at his own importance. 


TRE modeſt man is a companion of a yet lower 
rank, whoſe only power of giving pleaſure is not to 
interrupt it. The modeſt man ſatisfies himſelf with 
peaceful ſilence, which all his companions are can- 
did'enough to conſider as proceeding not from 1na- 
bility to ſpeak, but willingneſs to hear. 


Many, without being able to attain any general 
character of excellence, have ſome * art of en- 
tertainment which ſerves them as a paſſport through 
the world. One I have known for fifteen years the 
darling of a weekly club, becauſe every night, pre- 
ciſely at eleven, he begins his favourite ſong, and 
during the vocal performance, by correſponding 
motions of his hand, chalks out a giant upon the 
wall. Another has endeared himſelf to a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of acquaintances by ſitting among them with 
his wig reverſed ; another by contriving to ſmut thc 
noſe of any ſtranger who was to be initiated = the 

| | | Club; 
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club; another by purring like a cat, and then pre- 


tending to be frighted ; and another by yelping like 
a hound, and calling to the drawers to drive out the 


dog. 


SUCH are the arts by which chearfulneſs is pro- 


moted, and ſometimes friendſhip eſtabliſhed; arts, 
which thoſe who deſpiſe them ſhould not rigorouſly 


blame, except when they are practiſed at the expence 
of innocence ; for it is always neceſſary to be loved, 


but not always neceſlary to be reverenced. 


FDF 
Nunz. 189. Toksůðb Av, Jan. 7, 1752. 
Quod tam grande ſopbos clamat tibi 7. urba togata, 


Nen tu, Pomponi, cena diſerta tua eſt, MazrT, 
Reſounding plaudits tho? the croud have rung; 5 
Thy treat is eloquent, and not thy tongue. F. Lewis, 


1 world ſcarcely affords opportunities of 
making any obſervation more frequently, 
than on falſe claims to commendation. Almoſt every 
man waſtes part of his life in attempts to diſplay 


qualities which he does not poſſeſs, and to gain ap- 
plauſe which he cannot keep; ſo that ſcarcely can 


two perſons caſually meet, but one is offended or 
diyerted by the oſtentation of the other. 


Or theſe pretenders it is fit to diſtinguiſh thoſe 


who endeavour to deceive from them who are de- 
ceived; | thoſe who by deſigned impoſtures promote 
their intereſt, or gratify their pride, from them who 
mean only to force into regard their latent excellen- 


cies and neglected virtues; who believe themſelves 5 
qualified to inſtruct or pleaſe, and therefore invite 


the notice of mankind. | 


TE artful and fraudulent uſurpers of diſtinction 


deſetye greater ſeverities than ridicule and con- 


tem Pt, 
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tempt, ſince they are ſeldom content with empty 
praiſe, but are * by paſſions more pernici- 
ous than vanity. They conſider the reputation 
which they endeavour to eſtabliſh as neceſſary to the 

accompliſhment of ſome ſubſequent deſign, and va- 


lue praiſe only as it may conduce to the ſucceſs of 


avarice or ambition. 


TE commercial world is very frequently put 
into confuſion by the bankruptcy of merchants, that 
aſſumed the ſplendour of wealth only to obtain the 
privilege of trading with the ſtock of other men, 
and of contracting debts which nothing but lucky 
caſualties could enable them to pay; till after hay- 
ing ſupported their appearance a while by tumultu- 
ary. magnificence of boundleſs traffick, they fink at 
once, and drag down into poverty thoſe whom their 
equipages had induced to truſt them. 


AMONG wretches that place their happineſs in the 
favour of the great, of beings whom only high titles 
or large eſtates ſet above themſelves, nothing is more 
common than to boaſt of confidence which they do 
not enjoy; to ſell promiſes which they know their 
| Intereſt unable to perform; and to reimburſe the 
tribute which they pay to an imperious maſter, 
from the contributions of meaner dependents, whom 
they can amuſe with tales of their influence, and 
Hopes of their ſolicitation. 


Even among ſome too thoughtlefs and volatile 
for avarice or ambition, may be. found a ſpecies of 
falſhood more deteſtable than the levee or exchange 
can ſhew. There are men that boaſt of debauche- 
ries, of which they never had addreſs to be guilty; 
ruin, by lewd — 55 the characters of women to 
whom they are ſcarcely known, or by whom they 
Have been rejected; deſtroy in a drunken frolick the 
happineſs of families; blaſt the bloom of beauty; 
and intercept the reward of virtue. | | 
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OTHER artifices of falſhood, though utterly un- 

worthy of an ingenuous mind, are not yet to be 
ranked with flagitious enormities, nor is it neceſſary 
to incite ſanguinary juſtice againſt them, ſince they 
may be adequately puniſhed by detection and laugh- 
ter. The traveller who deſcribes-cities which he , 
never ſeen; the ſquire who, at his return from Lon- 
don, tells of his intimacy with nobles to whom he 
has only bowed in the park, or coffee-houſe ; the 
author who entertains his admirers with ſtories of the 
aſſiſtance which he gives ta wits of a higher rank; 
the city dame who talks of her viſits at great houſes, 
where ſhe happens to know the cookmaid, are ſurely 
ſuch harmleſs animals as truth herſelf may be con- 
tent to deſpiſe without deſiring to hurt them. 


Bor of the multitudes who ſtruggle in vain for 
diſtinction, and difplay their own merits only to feel 
more acutely the ſting of neglect, a great part are 
the wholly innocent of deceit, and are betrayed by in- 
N tuation and credulity to that ſcorn with which the 
nore Nruniverſal love of praiſe incites.us all to drive feeble 

do competitors out of our way. | 


the FE w men ſurvey themſelves with ſo much ſeve- 
ter, M''ty, as not to admit prejudices in their own favour, _ 
which an artful flatterer may gradually ſtrengthen, . 
till wiſhes for a particular qualification are improv- - 
ed to hopes of attaĩnment, and hopes of attainment: 
o belief of poſſeſſion. Such flatterers every one 
vill find, who has power to reward their aſſiduities. 
Wherever there is wealth, there will be dependence 


ies 0 
Ante id expectation, and wherever there is dependence, | 
iche- Here will be an emulation of. ſervility. | | 
tv; 85 : 1 

en cc Il Ma wr of the follies which provoke general cen- | 
\ they Ne, are the effects of ſuch vanity as, however it ll 
k the {Wnt have wantoned in the imagination, would 1 
Auty 3 ucely have dared the publick eye, had it not been | 

5 umated and emboldened by flattery, Whatever [ 

| . difficulty 
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difficulty there may be in the knowledge of ourſelves, 
ſcarcely any one fails to ſuſpect his own imperfec- 
tions, till he is elevated by others to confidence. We 
are almoſt all naturally modeſt and timorous, but 
fear and ſhame are uneaſy ſenſations, and whoſoever 
helps to remove them is received with kindneſs. 


 TURPICULA was the heireſs of a large eſtate, 


and having loſt her mother in her infancy, was com- 
mitted to a governeſs whom misfortunes had re- 


_ duced to ſuppleneſs and humility. The fondneſs of 


Turpicula's father would not ſuffer him to truſt her 
at a publick ſchool, but he hired domeſtick teachers, 
and beftewed on her all the accompliſhments that 
wealth could purchaſe. But how many things are 
neceſſary to happineſs which money cannot obtain? 
Thus ſecluded from all with whom ſhe might con- 
verſe on terms of equality, ſhe heard none of thoſe 


intimations of her defects which envy, petulance, 


or anger produce among children, where they are 
not afraid of telling what they think. 


'TURPICULA ſaw nothing but obſequiouſneſs, 
and heard nothing but commendations. None are 
ſo little acquainted with the heart, as not to know 
that woman's firſt wiſh is to be handſome, and that 
conſequently the readieſt method of obtaining her 
kindneſs is to praiſe her beauty. Turpicula had a 
diſtorted ſhape and a dark complexion ; yet, when 
the impudence of adulation had ventured to tell her 
of the commanding. dignity of her motion, and the 
ſoft enchantment of her ſmile, ſhe was eaſily con- 
vinced, that ſhe was the delight or torment of every 
eye, and that all who gazed upon her felt the fire 
of envy or love. She therefore neglected the cul- 
ture of an underſtanding which might have ſupplied 
the defects of her form, and applied all her care to 
the decoration of her perſon; for ſhe conſidered that 
more could judge of beauty than of wit, and was, 
like the reſt of human beings, in haſte to be * 


' 
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The deſire of conqueſt naturally led her to the liſts 


in which beauty ſignalizes her power. She glitter- 
ed at court, fluttered in the park, and talked loud 
in the front-box ; but, after a thouſand experiments 
of her charms, was at laſt convinced that ſhe had 
been flattered, and that her glaſs was honeſter than 

her maid. | arch. 


eva 
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 Phoravere ſuis non reſpandere favarem | YL 
Tos Hon Ac. 


Qutſitum meritis. 
Henry and Alfred : 
Clos'd their long glories with a figh, to find 
Th' unwilling gratitude of baſe mankind, Pore, 


MONG the emirs and viſiers, the ſons of 
valour and of wiſdom, that ſtand at the corners 

of the Indian throne, to aſſiſt the counſels or con- 
duct the wars of the poſterity of Timur, the firſt 
place was long held by Morad the ſon of Hanuth. 
MHorad having ſignalized himſelf in many battles 


and ſieges, was rewarded with the government of a 
| province, from which the fame of his wiſdom and 


moderation was wafted to the pinnacles of Agra, by 
the prayers of thoſe whom his adminiſtratign made 
happy. The emperor called him into his preſence, 
and gave into his hand the keys of riches, and 
the ſabre of command. The voice of Morad was 
heard from the cliffs of Taurus to the Indian ocean, 
every tongue faultered in his preſence, and every 
eye was caſt down before him. „„ 


MORAD lived many years in praſperity; every 
day encreaſed his wealth, and extended his influ- 
ence. The ſages repeated his maxims, the captains 
of thouſands waited his commands: Competition 
withdrew into the "_— of envy, and diſcontent 


Vol. IV. | trembled 
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trembled at her own murmurs. But human great- 


neſs is ſhort and tranſitory, as the odour of incenſe ge 
in the fire. The ſun grew weary of gilding tie - 
palaces of Morad, the clouds of ſorrow gathered fi 
round his head, and the tempeſt of hatred roared of 
about his dwelling. Ons ft 
| | . co 
MORAD ſaw ruin haſtily approaching. The 15 
firſt that forſook him were his poets; their example 7 
| was followed by all thoſe whom he had rewarded 
for contributing to his pleaſures, and only a few, 25 
whoſe virtue had entitled them to favour, were now 19 
to be ſeen in his hall or chambers. He felt his dan. is 
ger, and proftrated himſelf at the foot of th: MI © 
throne. His accuſers were confident and loud, his WM ©: 
friends ſtood contented with frigid neutrality, and 0 
the voice of truth was overborn by clamour. He or 
was diveſted of. his power, een par of his acquiſi- fx 
tions, and condemned to pals the reſt of his life on 0 
his hereditary eſtate. „ 0 e 
| 5 | | i! 
- MORAD had been fo long accuſtomed to crouts d 


and buſiaels, ſupplicants and flattery, that he knew 
not how to fill up his hours in ſolitude ; he ſaw WI © 
with regret the ſun riſe to force on his eye a new 
day for which he had no uſe; and envied the a-. © bc 
vage that wanders in the deſart, becauſe he has no © 
time vacant from the calls of nature, but is always Wi . , 
t 


chaſing his prey, or ſleeping in his den. ( 


His diſcontent in time vitiated his conſtitution, p 
and a flow diſeaſe ſeized upon him. He refuſed i , the 
5hyſick, neglected exerciſe, and lay down on his „Bu 
couch peevith and reſtleſs, rather afraid to die than , we 
deſirous to live. His domeſticks, for a time, re- „ Wa 
doubled their aſſiduities; but finding that no offici-W © by 
ouſneſs could ſooth, nor exactneſs ſatisfy, they ” 
ſoon gave way to negligence and ſloth, and he that M70 
once commanded nations, often languiſhed in his 
chamber without an attendant. 
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(e 


Ix this melancholy ſtate, he commanded meſſen- 


gers to recal his eldeſt fon Abouzaid from the army. 


Abouzaid was alarmed at the account of his father's. 
ſickneſs, and haſted by long journeys to his place 
of reſilence. Morad was yet living, and felt his 
ſtrength return at the embraces of his fon, then 
commanding him to fit down at his bedſide, Abou- 
% zaid,” ſays he, thy father has no more to hope 
&« or fear from the inhabitants of the earth, the cold 
„hand of the angel of death is now upon him, 
and the voracious grave is howling for his prey. 
Hear therefore the precepts of ancient experience, 
let not my laſt inſtructions iſſue forth in vain, 
Thou haſt ſeen me happy and calamitous, thou 
haſt beheld my exaltation and my fall. My power 
is in the hands of my enemies, my treaſures have 
rewarded my accuſers ; but my inheritance the 
clemency of the emperor has ſpared, and my wiſ- 
dom his anger could not take away. Caſt thing 
eyes round thee, whatever thou beholdeft will, 
in a few hours, be thine ; apply thine ear to my 
dictates, and theſe poſleflions will promote thy 
happineſs. Aſpire not to publick honours, enter 
not the palaces of kings; thy wealth will ſet 
thee above inſult, let thy moderation keep thee 
below envy. Content thyſelf with private dig- 
nity, diffuſe thy riches among thy friends, let 
every day extend thy beneficence, and ſuffer not 
thy heart to be at reſt till thou art loyed by all to 
whom thou art known. In the height of my 
power, I ſaid to defamation, Who will hear 
thee ? and to artifice, What canſt thou perform? 
But, my fon, deſpiſe not thou the malice of the 
weakeſt, remember that venom ſupplies the 
„ want of ſtrength, and that the lion may periſh 
by the puncture of an aſp.” - gs 
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ORA D expired in a few hours, Abouzaid, 
after the months of mourning, determined to regu- 
ate his conduct by his father's precepts, and culti- 

„„ H 2 h > vaſe 
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vate the love of mankind by every art of kindneſs th 
and endearment. He wiſely conſidered, that domeſ- mit 
tick happineſs was firſt to be ſecured, and that none reſ 
have ſo much power of doing good or hurt, as thoſe rep 


who are preſent in the hour of negligence, hear the 
bdurſts of thoughtleſs merriment, and obſerve the 
ſtarts of unguarded paſſion. He therefore augmented 
the pay of all his attendants, and requited every 
exertion of uncommon diligence by ſupernumerary 
ie While he congratulated himfelf upon the 
delity and affection of his family, he was in the 
night alarmed with robbers, who being purſued and 
taken, declared that they had been admitted by one 
of his ſervants; the ſervant immediately confeſſed, 
that he unbarred the door, becauſe another not more 
| worthy of confidence was entruſted with the keys, 


 ABOUZATD was thus convinced that a de- 
pendent could not eaſily be made a friend; and that 
while many were ſoliciting for the firſt rank of fa- 
your, all thoſe would be alienated whom he diſap- 
pointed, He therefore reſolved to affociate with a 
few equal companions ſelected from among the chief 
men of the province. With theſe he lived happily 
for a time, till familiarity fet them free from re- 
ſtraint, and every man thought himſelf at liberty to 
' Indulge his own caprice, and advance his own opi- 

nions. They then diſturbed each other with con- 
trariety of inclinations, and difference of ſentiments, 
and Abouxaid was neceſſitated to offend one party 
by concurrence, or both by indifference. | 


He afterwards determined to avoid a cloſe union 
with beings ſo diſcordant in their nature, and to 
diffuſe ' himſelf in a larger circle. He practiſed 
the ſmile of univerſal courteſy, and invited all to 
his table, but admitted none to his retirements. 
Many who had been rejected in his choice of friend- 
ſhip, now refuſed to accept his acquaintance ;' and 
of thoſe whom plenty and magnificence drew _ 

table 
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table, every one preſſed forward toward intimacy, 
thought himſelf overlooked in the croud, and mur- 
mured becauſe he was not diſtinguiſhed above the 
reſt, By degrees all made advances, and all reſented 
repulſe. T he table was then covered with delica- 
cies in vain; the muſick ſounded in empty rooms; 
and Abouzaid was left to form in ſolitude ſome new 
ſcheme of pleaſure or ſecurity. : 


RESOLVING now to try the force of gratitude, he 
enquired for men of ſcience whoſe merit was ob- 
ſcured by poverty. His houſe was ſoon crouded 
with poets, ſculptors, painters, and deſigners, Who 
wantoned in unexperienced plenty, and employe 
their powers in celebration of their patron. But in 
a ſhort time they forgot the diſtreſs from which they 
had been reſcued, and began to conſider their deli- 
verer as a wretch of narrow capacity, who was 
growing great by works which he could not perform, 
and whom they overpaid by condeſcending to accept 
his bounties. Abouxaid heard their murmurs and 
diſmiſſed them, and from that hour continued 
blind to colours, and deaf to panegyrick. | 


As the ſons of art departed, muttering threats of 
ar argon infamy, Abouzaid, who ſtood at the gate, 
called to him Hamet the poet. Hamet,” ſaid he, 
thy ingratitude has put an end to my hopes 


and experiments; I have now learned the vanity 


© of thoſe labours that wiſh to be rewarded by hu- 
4 man benevolence; I ſhall henceforth do good, 
f and avoid evil, without reſpect to the opinion of 
„ men; and reſolve to ſolicit only the approbation 
of that Being whom alone we are ſure to pleaſe 


4 


by endeavouring to pleaſe him.“ 


H 3 
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3 C | : * 21 
Cereus in Vitium fleti, Monitoribus aſper. Hos, 
The-youth—— | F 

- -: Yielding like wax, th' impreſſive folly bears; Ee 
Rough to reproof, and ſlow to future cares. FRAxc 18. 

VTV 

Dan Mr. RaMBL ER, VVV 

| HAVE been four days confined to my cham- 
'ber by a cold, which has already kept me from 

three plays, nine ſales, five ſhows, and fix card- 
tables, and-put me ſeventeen viſits behind-hand; 
andthe doctor tells my mamma, that if I fret and 

> cry, it will ſettle in my head, and I ſhall not be fit 
to be ſeen theſe ſix weeks. But, dear Mr. Rambler, 
how can [help it? at this very time Meliſſa is danc- 

ing with the prettieſt gentleman ;—ſhe will break- 

fait with him to-morrow, and then run to two auc- 
tions, and hear compliments, and have preſents; 
then ſhe will be dreſt, and viſit, and get a ticket to 

the play; then go to cards and win, and come 
home with two flambeaus before her chair. Dear 

Mr. Rambler, who can bear it ? 


Mx aunt has juſt brought me a bundle of your 
270 10 for my amuſement. She ſays, you are a phi- 
loſopher, and will teach me to moderate my deſires, 
and look upon the world with indifference. But, 
dear ſir, I do not wiſh, nor intend to moderate my 
deſires, nor can I think it proper to look upon the 
world with indifference, till the world looks with in- 
difference on me. I have been forced, however, to 
fit this morning a whole quarter of an hour with 
your paper before my face; but juſt as my aunt came dit 
in, Phyl/ida had brought me a letter from Mr. Tr:f, WF cuities 


which I put within the leaves, and read about 40 
5 fence 
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ſence and inconſolableneſs, and ardour, and irręſiſtible 
paſſion, and eternal conſtancy, while my aunt ima- 
gined, that I was puzzling myſelf with your philo- 
ſophy, and often cried out, when ſhe ſaw me look 
confuſed, © If there is any word that you do not 
« underſtand, child, I will explain it.” 
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DEAR ſoul ! how old people that think themſelves 
wiſe may be impoſed upon] But it is fit that they 
ſhouid take their turn, for I am ſure, while they can 
keep poor girls cloſe in the nurſery, they tyrannize 
over us in a very ſhameful manner, and fill our ima- 
ginations with tales of terror, only to make us live 
jn quiet ſubjection, and fancy that we can never be 
fate but by their protection. 7 
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Trnave a mamma and two aunts, who bave all 
been formerly celebrated for wit and beauty, and 
are ſtill generally admired by thoſe that value them- 
ſelves upon their underſtanding, and love to talk of 
| vice and virtue, natute and ſimp icity, and beauty, 
and propriety.; but if there was not ſome hope of 
meeting me, ſcarcely a creature would come near 
them that wears a faſhionable coat. T'heſe ladies, 
Mr. Rambler, have had me under their government 
hfteen years and a half, and have all that time been 
endeavouring to deceive me by ſuch repreſentations 
of life as I now find not to be true; but I know not 
your whether 1 ought to impute them to ignorance or 
phi- malice, as it is poſſible the world may be much 
fires, MW change. ſince they mingled in gencral converſation. 


e my B=iNG deſirous that I ſhould love books, they 
n the told me; that nothing but knowledge could make 
th in- W me an agreeable companion to men of ſenſe, or qua- 
er, to lity me to diſtinguiſh the ſuperficial glitter of vanity 
with {MW from the ſolid merit of underſtanding; and that a 
came habit of reading would enable me to fill up the va- 
Trip, cuities of life without the help of filly or dangerous 
at ab- 1 H 4 „ 
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= amuſements, and preferve me from the ſnares f IM fou 
ww idleneſs and the inroads of temptation. _ onc 
F Bur their principal intention was to make me and 
4 afraid of men, in which they ſucceeded ſo well fot part 
13 à time, that I durſt not look in their faces, or be left play 
alone with them in a parlour; for they made me heat 


- fancy, that no man ever ſpoke but to deceive, or 
looked but to allure; that the girl who ſuffered hin 
that had once ſqueezed her hand, to approach her a 
fecopd time, was on the brink of ruin; and that ſhe 

+ who anſwered a billet, without conſulting her rela- 
tions, gave love ſuch power over her, that ſhe 
would certainly become either poor or infamous, 


From the time that my leading-ſtrings were taken 
oF, I ſcarce heard any mention of my beauty but 
from the milliner, the mantua-maker, and my own 
maid ; for my mamma never ſaid more, when ſhe 
heard me commended, but the girl is very well,” 
and then endeavoured to divert my attention by 
ſome enquiry after my needle, or my book. 


Ir is now three months ſince I have been ſuffered 
to pay and receive viſits, to dance at publick aſſem- 
blies, to have a place kept for me in the boxes, and 
to play at lady Racket's rout ; and you may eaſily 
imagine what I think of thoſe who have ſo long 

| Cheated me with falſe expectations, diſturbed me 
with fictitious terrors, and concealed from me all 
that I have found to make the happineſs of woman. 
T am ſo far from perceiving the uſefulneſs or ne- 
ceflity of books, that if I had not dropped all pre- 
tenſions to learning, I ſhould have loſt Mr. Tr:p, 
whom Lonce frighted into another box, by retailing 
ſome of Dryden's remarks upon a tragedy ; for Mr. 
Tyip declares, that he hates nothing like hard words, 


and I am ſure, there is not a better partner to be 
| 1 | found; 
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found ; his very walk is a dance. I have talked 


once or twice among Jadies about principles and 
ideas, but they put their fans before their faces, 
and told me I was too wiſe for them, who for their 
part never pretended to read any thing but the 
play-bill, and then aſked me the price of my beſt 


head. 


THrosE vacancies of time which are to be filled up 
with books, I have never yet obtained ; for, con- 
ſider, Mr. Rambler, I go to bed late, and therefore 
cannot riſe early; as ſoon as I am up, I dreſs for 


the gardens; then walk in the park; then always 


go to ſome ſale or ſhow, or entertainment at the lit- 


tie theatre; then muſt be dreſſed for dinner; then 


muſt pay my viſits; then walk in the park; then 
hurry to the play ; and from thence to the card- 


table. This is the general courſe of the day, when 


there happens nothing extraordinary; but ſometimes 
] ramble into the country and come back again to a 
dall; ſometimes I am engaged for a whole day and 
part of the night. If, at any time, I can gain an 
hour by not being at home, I have ſo many things 
to do, 19 many orders to give to the milliner, ſo ma- 
ny alterations to make in my clothes, fo many viſt- 
tants names to read over, ſo many invitations to ac- 
rope or refuſe, ſo many cards to write, and ſo many 
faſhions to conſider, that I am loſt in confulion, 
forced at laſt to let in company or ſtep into my chair, 
and leave half my affairs to the direction of my maid. 


Tuls is the round of my day; and when ſhall I 


either ſtop my courſe, or fo change it as to want a 


book? I ſuppoſe it cannot be imagined, that any of 
theſe diverſions will ſoon be at an end. There will 
aways be gardens, and a park, and auctions, and 


ſhows, and play-houſes, and cards; viſits will al- 


ways be paid, and clothes always be worn; and 
bow can I have time unemployed upon my hands? 
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Bor I am moſt at a loſs to gueſs for what purpoſe 


they related fuch tragick ſtories of the cruelty, per- 
fidy, and artifices of men, who, if they ever were 


ſo malicious and deſtructive, have certainly now re- 
formed their manners. I have not, ſince my en- 
trance into the world, found one who does not pro- 
feſs himſeif devoted to my ſervice, and ready to live 
or die, as I ſhall command him. They are ſo far 
from intending to hurt me, that their only conten- 
tion is, who ſhall be allowed moſt cloſely to attend, 
and moſt frequently to treat me; when different 
places of entertainment, or ichemes of pleaſure are 
mentioned, I can ſee the eye ſparkle and the cheeks 
glow of him whoſe propoſals obtain my approba- 
tion; he then leads me off in triumph, adores my 
condeſcenſion, and congratulates himſelf that he 
has lived to the hour of felicity. Are theſe, Mr, 
Rambler, creatures to be feared ? Is it likely that 
any injury will be done me by thoſe who can enjoy 
life only while I favour them with my preſence ?. 


As little reaſon can I yet find to ſuſpe them of 
ſtratagems and fraud. When I play at cards, they | 


never take advantage of my miſtakes, nor exact from 
me a rigorous obſervation of the game. Even Mr. 
Shuffle, a grave gentleman, who has daughters older 
than myſelf, plays with me ſo negligently, that! 
am ſometimes inclined to believe he loſes his money 
by deſign, and yet he is fo fond of play, that he 
Jays, he will one day take me to his houſe in the 
country, that we may try by ourſelves who can 
conquer. I have not yet promiſed him; but when 
the town grows a little empty, I ſhall think upon 
it, for I want ſome trinkets, like Letitia's, to my 
watch. I do not doubt my luck, but muſt ſtudy 
ſome means of amuſing my relations. 


For all theſe diſtinQions I find myſelf indebted 


to that beauty which F was never ſuffered to hear 
praiſcd, and of which, therefore, I did not ee 
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know the full value. This concealment was cer- 


tainly an intentional fraud, for my aunts have eyes 
like other people, and I am every day told, that 
nothing but blindneſs can eſcape the influence of 
my charms. 'Their whole. account of that world 


which they pretend to know ſo well, has been only 
one fiction entangled with another; and though the 
modes of life oblige me to continue ſome appear- 


ances of reſpe&, I cannot think that they, who 


have been ſo clearly detected in ignorance or im- 


poſture, have any right to the eſteem, veneration, 
or obedience of, : | 


* 


8 I. Yours, 


BELLARIA, 
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| Vain the nobleſt birth would prove, 
Nor worth nor wit avail in love; . = 1 
*Tis gold alone ſucceeds - by gold | wet 
The venal ſex is bought and ſold, : N the 
Accurs'd be he who firſt of yore | | hall 
Diſcover'd * pernicious ore! . ad 
This ſets a brother's heart on fire, : 
And arms the fon againſt the fire wit] 
And what, alas! is worſe than all, N our 
To this the lover owes his fall. F. LI WISE. low 
- x ſhip 
| EE: | N to t! 
— Toe RAMBLER. ans 
- | 4 
| S 1 R, ; | . of a 
1 AM the ſon of a gentleman, whoſe anceſtors, of m 
for many ages, held the firſt rank in the county; of ac 
till at laſt one of them, too deſirous of popularity, pert) 
et his houle open, kept a table 1 with con- | 
tinual profuſion, and diſtributed his beef and ale to In 
fuch as choſe rather to live upon the folly of others, W expe 
than their own labour, with ſuch thoughtleſs libera- thou 
lity, that he left a third part of his eſtate mortgaged. oy 
His ſucceſſor, a man of ſpirit, ſcorned to impair his riot c 
dignity by parſimonious retrenchments, or to admit, nion 


dy a ſale of his lands, any pai ticipation of the rights ſente. 
of his manor ; he therefore made another mortgage derm. 
| | 10 | 
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to pay the intereſt of the former, and pleaſed him- 
ſelf with the reflection, that his ſon would have the 


hereditary eſtate without the diminution of an acre. 


NEARLY reſembling this, was the practice of my 
wiſe progenitors for many ages. Every man boaſted 
the antiquity of his family, reſolved to ſupport the 
dignity of his birth, and lived in ſplendour and plenty 
at the expence of his heir, who, ſometimes by a 
wealthy marriage, and ſometimes by lucky legacies, 
diſcharged part of the incumbrances, and thought 
himſelt entitled to contract new debts, and to leave 


to his children the ſame inheritance of embarraſ- 


ment and diſtreſs. 


Tnus the eſtate perpetually decayed ; the woods 
were felled by one, the park ploughed by another, 
the fiſhery let to farmers by a third ; at laſt the old 
hall was pulled down to ſpare the coſt of reparation, 
and part of the materials ſold to build a ſmall houſe 
with the reſt. We were now openly degraded from 
our original rank, and my father's brother was al- 
lowed. with leſs: reluctance to ſerve an apprentice- 


ſhip, though we never reconciled ourſelves heartily 


to the ſound of haberdaſher, but always talked of 
ware-houſes and a merchant, and when the wind 
happened to blow loud, affected to pity the hazards 
of commerce, and to ſympathize with the ſolicitude 
of my poor uncle, who had the true retailer's terror 
of adventure, and never expoſed himſelf or his pro- 
perty to any wider water than the Thames. 


In time, however, by continual profit and ſmall 
expences, he grew rich, and began to turn his 
thoughts towards rank. He hung the arms of the 
family over his parlour-chimney ; pointed at a cha- 
riot decorated only with a cypher ; became of opi- 
nion that money could not make a gentleman ; re- 
ſented the petulance of upſtarts ; coll ſtories of al- 
derman Puff*s grandfather the porter; 3 | 

; | | that 
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that there was no better method for regulating pre- 


cedence; withed for ſome dreſs peculiar to men of 
faſhion; and when his ſervant preſented a letter, 


always enquired whether it came from his brother 
the eſquire. | | | | 


Mx father was careful to ſend him game by eve 
carrier, which though the conveyance often call 
more than the value, was well received, becauſe it 
gave him an opportunity of calling his friends to · 
gether, deſcribing the beauty of his brother's ſeat, 
and lamenting his own foll 

ſtrances could with-hold from polluting his fingers 


with a ſhop- book. 


THe little preſents which we fent were always re- 


turned with great munificence. He was deſirous of 


being the ſecond founder of his family, and could 
not bear that we ſhould be any longer outſhone by 


_ thoſe whom we conſidered as climbers upon our 
ruins, and uſurpers of our fortune. He furniſhed our 
houſe with all the elegance of faſhionable expence, 


and was carefu] to conceal his bounties, leſt the 


poverty of his family ſhould be ſuſpected. 


Ar length it happened that by miſconduct like 


our own, a large eſtate, which had been purchaſed 


from us, was again expoſed to the beſt bidder. 
My uncle, delighted with an opportunity of rein- 
ſtating the family in their poſſeſlions, came down 
with treaſures ſcarcely to be imagined in a place 


where commerce has not made large ſums familiar, 


and at once drove all the competitots away, ex pe- 
dited the writings, and took poſſeſſion. He now 
conſidered himſelf as ſuperior to trade, diſpoſed of 
his Rock, and as ſoon as he had ſettled his oecono- 


my, began to ſhow his rural ſoyereigaty, by break- 


ing the hedges of his tenants in hunting, and 'ciz- 
ing the guns or nets dt thoſe whoſe ortunes did not 


9 1 ify them for ſpor timen. He ſoon after Wards 10- 


- 


y, whom no remon- 


licited 
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| licited the office of ſheriff, from which all his 
neighbours were glad to be reprieved, but which 
he regarded as a reſumption of anceſtral claims, 
| and a kind of reſtoration to blood after the attain- 

der of a trade. 4, | 


Mv-uncle,-whofe mind was ſo" filled:with this 


. change of his condition, that he found no want of 
t domeſtick entertainment, declared himſelf too old 
. to marry, and reſolved to let the newly- purchaſed 
1 eſtate fall into the regular channel of inheritance. 
. I was therefore conſidered as heir apparent, and 
8 courted with officiouſneſs and careſſes, by the gen- 


tlemen who had hitherto coldly allowed me that 
rank which they could not refuſe, depreſſed me 
with ſtudied neglect, and irritated me with ambi- 
guous inſults. : 
- I FELT not much eren from the civilities for 
which I knew myſelf indebted to my uncle's induſ- 
try, till by one ofthe invitations which every day 
now brought me, I was induced to ſpend a week 
with Lucius, whoſe daughter Flavilla I had often 
ſeen and admired like others, without any thought 
of nearer approaches. The inequality which had 
hitherto kept me at a diſtance being now levelled, I 
was received with every evidence of reſpect; Lucius 
told me the fortune which he intended for his fa- 
vourite daughter, many odd accidents obliged us to 
be often together without company, and I ſoon 
began to find that they were ſpreading for me the 
nets of matrimony. | = Wet 1 25 


FLAVILLA was all ſoftneſs and complaiſance. 
I, who had been excluded by a narrow fortune from 
much acquaintance with the world, and never been 
honoured before with the notice of ſo fine a lady, 
was eaſily enamoured. Lucius either perceived my 
paſſion, or Flavilla betrayed it ; care was taken, that 


our private meetings ſhould be leſs frequent, and my 


4 *: charmer 
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charmer confeſſed by her eyes how much pain ſhe 
ſuffered from our reſtraint. I renewed my viſit upon 
every pretence, but was not allowed one Interview 
without witneſs ; at laſt I declared my paſſion to Lu- 
cius, who received me as a lover worthy of his daugh- 
ter, and told me that nothing was wanting to his 
conſent, but that my uncle ſhould ſettle his eſtate 
upon me. I objected the indecency of encroaching 
on his life, and the danger of provoking him by 
ſuch an unſeaſonable demand. Lucius ſeemed not 
to think decency of much importance, but admitted 
the danger of diſpleaſing, and concluded that as he 
was now old, and ſickly, we might, without any 
inconvenience, wait for his death. 


WII this reſolution I was better contented, as 
it procured me the company of Flavilla, in which 
the days paſſed away amidſt continual rapture ; but in 
time, I began to be aſhamed of fitting idle, in ex- 
pectation of growing rich by the death of my bene- 
factor, and propoſed to Lucius many ſchemes of 
railing my own fortune by ſuch aſſiſtance as I knew 
my uncle willing to give me. Lucius, afraid leſt J 
ſhould change my affection in abſence, diverted me 
from my deſign by diſſuaſives to which my paſſion 
eaſily liſtened. At laſt my uncle died, and conſider- 
ing himſelf as neglected by me, from the time that 
Flavilla took poſſeſſion of my heart, left his eſtate 
to my younger brother, who was always hovering 
about his bed, and relating ſtories of my pranks and 
extravagance, my contempt of the commerical dia- 
lea, and my impatience to be ſelling ſtock. 


My condition was ſoon known, and I was no 
longer admitted by the father of Flavilla. I re- 
peated the proteftations of regard, which had been 
formerly returned with ſo much ardour, in a letter 
which ſhe received-privately, but returned by her fa- 
ther's footman. Contempt has driven out my love, 
and I am content to have purchaſed, by the loſs of 

| fortune, 
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fortune, an eſcape from a harpy who has joined the 
artifices of age to the allurements of youth. I am 
now going to purſue my former projects with a le- 
gacy which my uncle bequeathed me, and if I 


| ſucceed, ſhall expect to hear of the repentance of 


Flauilla. I am, 5 
| STR, Yours, &c. TR nt 


CONSTANTIUs. 


Nun. 193. TugspAx, Jan. 21, 1752, 


| Laudis amore tumes ? ſunt certa piacula gue te 
Tier purt lecto poterunt recreare Libel, Hoe. 


To ſtop thy tumour ; you ſhall ceaſe to ſwell 
When you have read them thrice, and ſtudied 


Or art thou vain? books yield a certain ſpell, | 
well, 5 


_ Canxcnhe 


be a ge induſtry and artifice, by merit 
and crimes, by means good or bad, rational and 


abſurd, o_—_— to the prevalence of virtue or vice, 
y. Some will always miſtake the 


of wiſdom or fo 
degree of their own deſert, and ſome will deſire that 


others may miftake it. The cunning will have re- 


courſe to ſtratagem, and the powerful to violence, 


for the attainment of their wiſhes ; ſome will ſtoop 


to theft, and others-venture upon plunder. 


PRAISE is ſo proceng to the mind of man, that | 


it is the original motive of almoſt all our actions. 
The deſire of commendation, as of every thing elſe, 
is varied indeed by innumerable differences of tem- 
per, capacity, and knowledge ; ſome have no higher 
wiſh than for the applauſe of a club; ſome expect 
the acclamations of a county ; and ſome have hoped 
to fill the mouths of all ages and nations with their 
names. Every man pants for the higheſt eminence 
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within his view; none, however mean, ever finks 
below the hope of being diftinguiſhed by his fel- 
low-beings, and very few have, by magnanimity 
or piety, been ſo raiſed above it, as to act wholly 
without regard to cenſure or opinion. . 


Too be praiſed, therefore, every man reſolves, but 
reſolutions will not execute themſelves. That which 
all think too parſimoniouſſy diſtributed to their own 
claims, they will not gratuitouſly ſquander upon 
others, and ſome expedient muſt be tricd, by which 
praiſe may be gained before it can be enjoyed. 


AMONG the innumerable bidders for praiſe, ſome 
are willing to purchaſe at the higheſt rate, and offer 
_ eaſe and health, fortune and life. Vet even of 
theſe only a ſmall part have gained what they fo 
earneſtly deſired; the ſtudent waſtes away in medi- 
tation, and the ſoldier periſhes on the ramparts, but 

unleſs ſome len ado. co-operates with 
merit, neither perſeverance'nor-adventure attract 
attention, and learning and bravery ſink into the 
grave, without honour or remembrance. 


Bur ambition and vanity generally expect to be 
gratified on eaſier terms. It has been long obſerved, 
that what is procured by ſkill or labour to the firſt 
poſſeſſor, may be afterwards transferred for money; 
and that the man of wealth may partake all the ac- 
quiſitions of courage without hazard, and all the 
products of induſtry without fatigue, It was eaſily 
diſcovered, that riches would obtain praiſe among 
other conveniencies, and that he whoſe pride was 
unluckily aſſociated with lazineſs, ignorance, or 
cowardice, needed only to pay the hire of a pane- 


| ritt and he might be regaled with periodical eu- 


ogies; might determine, at leiſure, what virtue or 


ſcience he would be pleaſed to appropriate, and be 


lulled in the evening with ſoothing ſerenades, or 
waked in the morning by ſprightly R 
„ | HE 
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Tae happineſs which mortals receive from the 
celebration of beneficence which never relieved, 


eloquence which never perſuaded, or elegance which 
never pleaſed, ought not to be envied or diſturbed, 


when they are known honeſtly to pay for their en- 


tertainment. But there are unmerciful exactors of 
adulation, who withhold the wages of venality ; 
retain their encomiaſt from year to year by general 
promiſes and ambiguous blandiſhments ; and when 
he has run through the whole compaſs of flattery, 
diſmiſs him with contempt, becauſe his vein of fic- 
tion is exhauſted, "bs „ 


A CONTINUAL feaſt of commendation is only to 
be obtained by merit or by wealth; many are there- 
fore obliged to content themſelves with ſingle mor- 
ſels, and recompenſe the infrequency of their en- 
joyment by exceſs and riot, whenever fortune ſets 
the banquet before them. Hunger is never delicate; 
they who are ſeldom gorged to the full with praiſe, 
may be ſafely fed with groſs compliments, for the 
appetite. muſt be ſacieied before it is diſguſted. 


IT is eaſy to find the moment at which vanity is 
eager for ſuſtenance, and all that impudence or ſer- 
vility can offer will be well received. When any 
one complains of the want of what he is known to 
poſſeſs in an uncommon degree, he certainly waits 
with impatience to be contradicted. When the 
trader pretends anxiety about the payment of his 
bills, or the beauty remarks how frightfully ſhe 
looks, then is the lucky moment to talk of riches 
or of charms, of the death of lovers, or the honour 


of a merchant. 


_ OTHERs there are yet more open and artleſs, who, 

inſtead of ſuborning a flatterer, are content to ſup- 

ply his place, and, as ſome animals impregnate them- 

ſelves, ſwell with the praiſes which they hear from 

their own tongues. Ree is dicitur laudare ſeſe, cui 
| nema 


DS 
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nemo alius contigit laudator. It is right, ſ. . 
* that he, whom no one elſe will commend. ſhould 
© beſtow commendations on himſelf.” Of all the 
ſons of vanity, theſe are ſurely the happieſt and 
8 for, what is 8 or happineſs but in- 
ependence on external influences, exemption from 


hope or fear, and the power of ſupplying every want 


from the common ſtores of nature, which can neither 
be exhauſted nor prohibited ? Such is the wiſe man 
of the ſtoicks ; ſuch is the divinity of the epicureans; 
and ſuch is the flatterer of himſelf, Every other en- 
joyment malice may deſtroy ; every other panegy- 
rick envy may with- hold; but no human power can 
_ deprive the boaſter of his own encomiums. Infamy 

may hiſs, or contempt may growl, the hirelings of 
the great may follow fortune, and the votaries of 
truth may attend on virtue; but his pleaſures ſtill 
remain the fame; he can always liſten with rapture 
to himſelf, and leave thoſe who dare not repoſe upon 
their own atteſtation, to be elated or depreſſed by 
chance, and toil on in the hopeleſs taſk of fixing ca- 
price, and propitiating malice. 


Tris art of happineſs has been long practiſed by 
periodical writers, with little apparent violation of 
decency. When we think our excellencies overlook- 
ed by the world, or deſire to recall the attention of 
the publick to ſome particular performance, we it 
down with great compoſure and write a letter to our- 
ſelves. The correſpondent, whoſe character we aſ- 
ſume, always addreſſes us with the deference due to 
a ſuperior intelligence ; propoſes his doubts with a 


Proper ſenſe of his own inability ; offers an objec- 


tion with trembling diffidence ; and at laſt has no 
other pretenſions to our notice than his r 

of reſpect, and ſincerity of admiration, his ſubmil- 
ſion to our dictates, and zeal for our ſucceſs. To 
ſuch a reader, it is impoſſible to refuſe regard, nor 
can it eaſily be imagined with how much alacrity we 


ſnatch up the pen which indignation or deſpair had 
| con- 
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condemned to inactivity, when we find ſuch can- 
dour and judgment yet remaining in the world. 


A LETTER of this kind I had lately the honour of 
peruſing, in which, though ſome of the periods 
were negligently cloſed, and ſome expreſſions of fa- 
miliarity were uſed, which I thought might teach 
others to addreſs me with too little reverence, I was 
ſo much delighted with the paſlages in which men- 
tion was made of -univerſal learning—unbounded 
genius ——ſoul of Homer, Pythagoras, and Plato 
ſolidity of thought accuracy of diſtinction 
elegance of combination vigour of fancy — 
ſtrength of reaſon — and regularity of compoſition 
that I had once determined to lay it before the 
publick. Three times I ſent it to the printer, and 
three times I fetched it back. My modeſty was on 
the point of yielding, when reflecting that I was 
| about to waſte panegyricks on myſelf, which might 
be more profitably reſerved for my patron, I locked 


farmer's principle, who never eats at home what 
he can carry to the market. | 


NN NN NN Fr rr ret 
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85 damnoſa Senem juvat alea, ludit et Heres 


| Bullatus, parwvoque eadem quatit arma Fritillo, Ju v. 
If gaming does an aged ſire entice, 
Then my young maſter ſwiftly learns the vice, 8 


And ſhakes in hanging ſleeves the little box, and dice. 
N J. Da vx, jun. 


75 th RAM B L. E R. 
STR, ” 
y we 1 AT vanity which keeps every man impor- 


tant in his own eyes, inclines me to believe, 
con- ¶ that neither you nor your readers have yet forgotten 


I, | e the 


it up for a better hour, in compliance with the _ 
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the name Eumathes, who ſent you a few months | 
ago an account of his arrival at London with a young Ie 
nobleman his pupil. I ſhall therefore continue my a 
narrative, without preface or recapitulation. m 
& 7 N 8 ; i m 

My pupil, in a very ſhort time, by his mother's kt 
countenance. and direction, accompliſhed. himſelf WW pr 
with all thoſe qualifications which conſtitute puerile ſe; 
oliteneſs. He became in a few days a perfect maſ- fa 
ter of his hat, which with a careleſs nicety he could an 
put off or on, without any need to adjuſt it by a ſe- an 


cond motion. This was not attained but by frequent 
conſultations with his dancing- maſter, and conſtant 5 
practice before the glaſs, for he had ſome ruſtick ha- He 


bits to overcome; but, what will not time and in- dre 
duſtry perform? A fortnight more furniſhed him with no 
all the airs and forms of familiar and reſpectful ſa- vat 
lutation, from the clap on the ſhoulder to the hum- At 


ble bow); he practiſes the ſtare of ſtrangeneſs, and cot 
the ſmile of condeſcenſion, the ſolemnity of promiſe, ſig 


and the graciouſneſs of encouragement, as if he had his 
been nurſed at a levee ; and pronounces, with no leſs reſt 
propriety than his father, the monoſyllables of cold - W the 
neſs, and ſongrous periods of reſpectful profeſſion. one 


_ Hr immediately loſt the reſerve and timidity which MW the. 
ſolitude and ſtudy are apt to impreſs upon the molt | 

courtly genius; was able to enter a crouded room B 
with airy civility ; to meet the glances of a hundred MW at th 
eyes without perturbation ; and addreſs thoſe whom W ance 
he never ſaw before with eaſe and confidence. In MW faci] 
leſs than a month his mother declared her ſatisfac- W topic 
tion at his proficiency by a triumphant obſervation, W form 
that ſhe believed nothing would make him bluſh. 


Tus filence with which I was contented to heat 
my pupil's praiſes, gave the lady reaſon to ſuſpect 
me not much delighted with his acquiſitions ; but ſhc 
attributed my diſcontent to the diminution of my in 
fluence, and my fears of loſing the patronage of the 
| . | | any 


4 
1 * 


family 
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family; and though ſhe thinks favourably of my 


learning and morals, ſhe conſiders me as wholly un- 
acquainted with the cuſtoms. of the polite part of 


mankind ; and therefore not qualified to form the 
manners of a young nobleman, or communicate the 


knowledge of the world. This knowledge ſhe com- 
priſes in the rules of viſiting, the hiſtory of the pre- 
ſent hour, and early intelligence of the change of 
faſhions, an extenſive acquaintance with the names 


* 


ance in places of reſort. . 


and faces of perſons of rank, and a frequent appear- 


+ AWE this my pupil purſues with great application. 
He is twice a day in the mall, where he ſtudies the 


dreſs of every man ſplendid enough to attract his 


notice, and never comes home without ſome obſer- 
vation upon ſleeves, button-holes, and embroidery, 


Ati his return from the theatre, he can give an ac- 
count of the gallantries, glances, whiſpers, ſmiles, 


ſighs, flirts, and bluſhes of every box, ſo much to 
his mother's ſatisfaction, that when I attempted to 
reſume my character, by enquiring his opinion of 
the ſentiments and diction of the tragedy, ſhe at 
once repreſſed my criticiſm, by telling me, that 


ſhe hoped he did not go to loſe his time in attending to 


the creatures on the flage. 

Bur his acuteneſs was moſt eminently ſignalized 
at the maſquerade, where he diſcovered his acquaint- 
ance through their diſguiſes, with ſuch wonderful 
facility, as has afforded the family an inexhauſtible 
topick of converfation. Every new viſitor is in- 


formed how one was detected by his gait, and an- 


other by the ſwing of his arms, a third by the toſs 
of his head, and another by his favourite phraſe; 
nor can you doubt but theſe performances receive 
their juſt applauſe, and a genius thus haſtening to 
maturity is promoted by every art of cultivation. 
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SUCH have been his endeavours, and ſuch his af. 
ſiſtances, that every trace of literature was ſoon ob- 
literated. He has changed his language with his 
dreſs, and inſtead of endeavouring at purity or pro- 
priety, has no other care than to catch the reigning 
pPhraſe and current exclamation, till by copying what- 
ever is peculiar in the talk of all thoſe whoſe birth 
or fortune entitle them to imitation, he has collected 
every faſhionable barbariſm of the preſent winter, 
and ſpeaks a dialect not to be underſtood among 
thoſe who form their ſtile by poring upon authors. 


To this copiouſneſs of ideas, and felicity of lan- 
guage, he has joined ſuch eagerneſs to lead the con- 
2 that he is celebrated among the ladies as 
the prettieſt gentleman that the age can boaſt of, 
except that ſome who love to talk themſelves think 
him too forward, and others lament that, with 
ſo much wit and knowledge, he is not taller. 


His mother liſtens to his obſervations with her 
eyes ſparkling and her heart beating, and can ſcarce- 
Jy contain in the moſt numerous aſſemblies the ex- 
pectations which ſhe has formed for his future emi- 
nence. Women, by whatever fate, always judee ab- 
ſutdly of the intellects of boys. The vivacity and con- 
fidence which attract female admiration, are ſeldom 
oy uced in the early part of life, but by ignorance at 
eaſt, if not by ſtupidity ; for they proceed not from 
confidence of right, but fearleſneſs of wrong. W ho- 
ever has a clear apprehenſion, muſt have quick ſen- ura, 
ſibility, and where he has no ſufficient reaſon to truſt Ide tr 
his own judgment, will proceed with doubt and Wins 
caution, becauſe he perpetually dreads the diſgrace MWivotm; 
of error. The pain of miſcarriage is naturally pro- Wit miſ 
portionate to the deſire of excellence; and, there · Winiwe! 
fore, till men are hardened by long familiarity {lauſib 
with reproach, or have attained, by frequent 1 ſepeats 
gles, the art of ſupprefling their emotions, di your 
| 5 +: denceW triu 
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ſtanding. | 35 > 

Bur ſo little diſtruſt has my pupil of his own abi- 
lities, that he has for ſome time profeſſed himſelf a 
wit, and tortures his imagination on all occaſions for 
burleſque and jocularity. How he ſupports a cha- 
rater, which, perhaps, no man ever aſſumed with- 
out repentance, may be eaſily conjectured. Wit, you 
know, is the unexpected copulation of ideas, the diſ- 
coyery of ſome occult relation between images in 
appearance remote from each other; an effuſion of 
wit therefore preſuppoſes an accumulation of know- 


edge; a memory ſtored with notions, which the ima- 


gination may cull out to compoſe new aſſemblages. 
Whatever may be the native vigour of the mind, ſhe 
can never form any combinations from few ideas, as 
many changes can never be rung upon a few bells. 
Accident may indeed ſometimes produce a lucky 
parallel or a ſtriking contraſt ; but theſe gifts of 
chance are not frequent, and he that has nothing of 
his own, and or condemns himſelf to needleſs ex- 

pences, muſt live upon loans or theft. 5 


THE indulgence which his youth has hitherto ob- 
tained, and the reſpe& which his rank ſecures, have 
itherto ſupplied the want of intellectual qualifica- 
ons; and he imagines, that all admire who applaud, 
nd that all who laugh are pleaſed. He therefore 
returns every day to the charge with encreaſe of 
courage, though not of ſtrength, and practiſes all 
the tricks by which wit is counterfeited. He lays 
rains for a quibble ; he contrives blunders for his 
'votman ; he adapts old ſtories to preſent characters; 
be miſtakes the queſtion, that he may repro a ſmart 
aſwer ; he anticipates the argument, tHat he may 
plauſibly object; when he has nothing to reply, he 
eats the Jaſt words of his antagonitt, then ſays, 


your humble ſervant,” and concludes with a laugh 
f trium h. 1 : SON 


Vox. IV. THresz 
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; THEsE miſtakes T have honeſtly attempted to cor- 
rect; but, what can be expected from reaſon unſup- 
ported by faſhion, ſplendour, or authority ? He hears 
me indeed, or appears to hear me, but is ſoon ref. 
cued from the lecture by more pleaſing avocations 
and ſhows, diverſions and careſſes drive my precepts 

from his remembrance. | 

Hz at laft imagines himſelf qualified to enter the 
world, and has met with adventures in his firſt ſally, 
which I ſhall, by your paper, communicate to the 


public. 1 
| EUMATHES. 
- e ee . c 
 Nums. 195. TugspAx, Jan. 28, 1752. 
ene . 
Heærere ingenuus Puer, 
Penarigue timet; ludere docior 


Seu Graco jubeas trocho, 
Seu malis wetita legibus aled, 


5 


Hor Acer. 


Nor knows our youth, of nobleſt race, 
To mount the manag'd ſteed, or urge the chace ; 
More ſkill'd in the mean arts of vice, | 
The whirling troque, or law-forbidden dice. 


To the RAMBLER. 
S I R, | Lie ing 
NDAVOURS of every kind are doubled when 

H they are ſpeedily conferred. This is particu- 

larly true of the gratification of curioſity ; He that 

long delays a ſtory, and ſuffers his auditor to tot- 
ment himſelf with expectation, will ſeldom be able 
to recompenſe the uneaſineſs, or equal the hope 

which he ſuffers to be-raiſed. 2 


FRANCIS,” 
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contains no events very uncommon, may be of uſe 
to young men who are in too much haſte to truſt 
their own prudence, and quit the wing of protection 
before they are able to ſhift for themſelves. 


WHEN he firſt ſettled in London, he was ſo much 
bewildered in the enormous extent of the town, ſo 
confounded by inceſſant noiſe, and crowds, and hur- 
ry, and fo terrified by rural narratives of the arts of 
ſharpers, the rudeneſs of the populace, malignity of 
porters, and treachery of coachmen, that he was 
afraid to go beyond the door without an attendant, 


paſs the ſtreets at night in any vehicle but his mo- 
ther's chair, | | | 


| He was therefore contented for a time, that I 

N ſhould accompany him in all his excurſions, But his 

ear abated as he grew more familiar with its ob- 

jets; and the contempt to which his ruſticity ex- 

poſed him from ſuch of his companions as had ac- 

| cdentally known the town longer, obliged him to 
act. Wl cillemble his remaining terrors. 


Hts defire of liberty made him now willing to 


ſpare me the trouble of obſerving his motions, but 


lowing how much his ignorance expoſed him to 
nens, michief, I thought it cruel to abandon him to the 


fortune of the town. We went together every day 


to a coffee-houſe, where he met wits, heirs, and 
0s, airy, ignorant, and thoughtleſs as himſelf, 
vith whom he had become acquainted at card- tables, 


erſation I could never diſcover, for ſo much was 
Var vivacity depreſſed by my intruſive ſeriouſneſs, 
"at they ſeldom proceeded beyond the exchange of 
ds and ſhrugs, an arch grin, or a broken hint, ex- 

= 12 | . cept 
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1 For this reaſon, I have already ſent you the con- 
tinuation of my pupils hiſtory, which, though it 


and imagined his life in danger if he was obliged to 


and whom he conſidered as the only beings to be 
envied or admired. What were their topicks of con- 
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cept when they could retire, while I was looking on 
the papers, to a corner of the room, where they 


ſeemed to diſburden their imaginations, and com- 


- monly vented the ſuperfluity of their ſprightlineſs in 


a peal of laughter. When they had tittered them- 
ſelves into negligence, I could ſometimes overhear a 


few ſyllables, ſuch as, — ſolemn raſcal ;—— acade- 


mical airs; — ſmoke the tutor ;——company for 
gentlemen I- and other broken phraſes, by which! 
did not ſuffer my quiet to be diſturbed, for they ne- 
ver proceeded to avowed indignities, but contented 
themſelves to murmur in ſecret, and, whenever ] 
turned my eye upon them, ſhrunk into ſtilneſs, 


HxE was, however, deſirous of withdrawing from 


the ſubjection which he could not venture to break, | 


and made a ſecret appointment to aſſiſt his compa- 


nions in the perſecution of a play. His footman 


privately procured him a catcal, on which he prac- 
tiſed in a back-garret for two hours in the after- 
noon. At the proper time, a chair was called; he 


pretended an engagement at lady Flutter's, and ha- 


ſtened to the place where his critical aſſociates had 
aſſembled. They hurried away to the theatre, full 
of malignity and denunciations againſt a man whoſe 
name they had never heard, and a performance 
which they could not underſtand; for they were re- 


ſolved to Judge for themſelves, and would not fuffer 


the town to be impoſed upon by ſcribblers. In the 
pit, they exerted themſelves with great ſpirit and 


| e . called out for the tunes of obſcene _ 
ou 


talked loudly at intervals of Shakeſpeare and Johnſon, 
played on their catcals a ſhort prelude of terror, cla- 
moured vehemently for the prologue, and clapped 
with great dexterity at the firſt entrance of the 


players. 


Two ſcenes they heard without attempting inter- 
ruption; but being no longer able to reſtrain their 
impatience, they then began to exert themſelves in 

8 — groans 
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groans and hiſſes, and plied their catcals with inceſ- 
fant diligence; ſo that they were ſoon conſidered 
by the audience as diſturbers of the houſe, and ſome 
who ſat near them, either provoked at the obſtruc- 
tion of their entertainment, or deſirous to preſerve 
the author from the mortification of ſeeing his hopes 
deſtroyed by children, ſnatched away their inſtru- 
ments of criticiſm, and by the ſeaſonable vibration 
of a ſtick, ſubdued them inſtantaneouſly to decency 
and filence. ” | 


To exhilarate themſelves after this vexatious de- 
feat, they poſted to a tavern, where they recovered 


their alacrity, and after two hours of obſtreperous 


jollity, burſt out big with enterprize, and panting 
for ſome occaſions to ſignalize their proweſs. They 
proceeded vigorouſly through two ſtreets, and with 
very little oppoſition diſperſed a rabble of drunkards 
leſs daring than themſelves, then rolled two watch- 
men in So kennel, and broke the windows of a 
tavern in which the fugitives took ſhelter. At laſt 
it was determined to march up to a row of chairs 

and demoliſh them for ſtanding on the pavement 
the chairmen formed a line of battle, and blows 


were exchanged for a time with equal courage o 
both ſides. At laſt the aſſailants were overpowered 


and the chairmen, when they knew their captives, 
brought them home by force, 5 


ITE young gentleman, next morning, hung his 


head, and was ſo much aſhamed of his outrages and 
defeat, that perhaps he might have been checked in 
bis firſt follies, had not his mother, partly in pity of 
his dejection, and partly in approbation of his ſpi- 
it ee him from his e ene by paying the 


damages privately, and diſcouraging all animadver- 


ſion and reproof. 


Tus indulgence could not wholly preſerve him 
from the remembrance of his diſgrace, nor at once 
TSS reſtore 
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reſtore his confidence and elation. He was for three 
days ſilent, modeſt, and compliant, and thought 
himſelf neither too wiſe for inſtruction, nor too manly 
for reſtraint. But his levity overcame this ſalutary 
ſorrow; he began to talk with his former raptures of 
maſquerades, taverns and frolicks ; bluſtered when 
his wig was not combed with exactneſs; and threaten. 
ed deſtruction to a taylor who had miſtaken his di- 
rections about the pocket. | 


I xNeEw that he was now riſing again above 
controul, and that this inflation of ſpirits would burſt 
out into ſome miſchievous abſurdity. I therefore 
watched him with great attention ; but one evening, 
having attended his mother at a vifit, he withdrew 
himſelf, unſuſpeted, while the company was en- 
gaged at cards. His vivacity and officiouſneſs were 
ſoon miſſed, and his return impatiently expected; 
ſupper was delayed, and converſation ſuſpended ; 
every coach that rattled through the ſtreet was ex- 
pected to bring him, and every ſervant that entered 
the room was examined concerning his departure. 
At laſt the lady returned home, and was with great 
difficulty preſerved from fits by ſpirits and cordials. 
The family was diſpatched a thouſand ways without 
ſucceſs, and the houſe was filled with diſtraction, 
till, as we were deliberating what farther meaſures 
to take, he returned from a petty gaming-table, 
with his coat torn, and his head broken ; without 
bis ſword, ſnuff- box, flceve-buttons, and watch. 


Or this loſs or robbery, he gave little account; 


but, inſtead of ſinking into his former ſhame, en- 


deavoured to ſupport himſelf by ſurlineſs and atpe- 
rity, He was not the firſt that had played away a 
„ few trifles, and of what uſe were birth and for- 
© tune if they would not admit ſome fallies and ex- 
c pences.” His mamma was fo much provoked by 
the coſt of this prank, that ſhe would neither palli- 


ate nor conceal it ; and his father, after-ſome — | 
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of ruſtication which his fondneſs would not ſuffer 
him to execute, reduced the allowance of his pocket, 
that he might not be tempted by plenty to profuſion. 
This method would have ſucceeded in a place where 
there are no pandars to folly and extravagance, but 
was now likely to have produced pernicious conſe- 
quences ; for we have diſcovered a treaty with a 
broker, whoſe daughter he ſeems diſpoſed to marry, 
on condition that he ſhall be ſupplied with preſent 
money, for which he is to repay thrice the value at 
the death of his father, | —_ 


THERE was now no time to be loſt. A domeſtick 
conſultation was immediately held, and he was 
doomed to paſs two years in the country; but His 
mother, touched with his tears, declared, that ſhe . 
thought him too much of a man to be any longer 
confined to his book, and he therefore begins his 
travels to murrow under a French governor. 


EUMATHES. 
NEN NN IR ENEREREST 
NUMB. 196. SATURDAY, February 1 17535 


 HMulta ferunt anni wenientes commoda ſecum 
Mul'a ricedentes adimunt , 


Hor acer, 


The bleſſings flowing in with life's full tide, 


Down with our ebb of life decreaſing glide. FRANCIS. 


AXTER, in the narrative of his own life, has 
enumerated ſeveral opinions, which, though he 


thought them evident and inconteſtable at his firſt 
entrance into the world, time and experience diſ- 


poſed him to change, 
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WHOEVER reviews the ſtate of his own mind from 


the dawn of manhood to its decline, and conſiders 


what he purſued or dreaded, ſlighted or eſteemed at 
different periods of his age, will have no reaſon to 
imagine ſuch changes of ſentiment peculiar to any 
{tation or character. Every man, however careleſs 
and inattentive, has conviction forced upon him; the 
lectures of time obtrude themſelves upon the moſt 
unwilling or diffipated auditor ; and, by comparing 
our paſt with our preſent thoughts, we perceive that 
we have changed our minds, though perhaps we 
cannot diſcover when the alteration happened, or 
by what cauſes it was produced, 


THis revolution of ſentiments occaſions a perpe- 
tual conteſt between the old and young. They who 
imagine themſelves entitled to veneration by the pre- 
rogative of longer life, are inclined to treat the no- 
tions of thoſe whoſe conduct they ſuperintend with 


ſuperciliouſneſs and contempt, for want of conſider- 
ing that the future and the paſt have different ap- 
pearances; that the diſproportion will always be 
great between expectation and enjoyment, between 


new poſſeſſion and ſatiety; that the truth of many 


maxims of age, gives too little pleaſure to be al- 


lowed till it is felt; and that the miſeries of life 
would be encreaſed beyond all human power of en- 
durance, if we were to enter the world with the 


ſame opinions as we carry from it. 


We naturally indulge thoſe ideas that pleaſe us. 
Hope will predominate in every mind, till it has 
been ſuppreſſed by frequent diſappointments. 1 be 


youth has not yet diſcovered how many evils are 


continurdly hovering about us, and when he is ſct 
free from the ſhacklcs of diſcipline, looks abroad 
into the world with rapture ; he fees an elyſian fe- 
gion cpen before him, ſo variegated with beauty, 
and fo ſtored with pleaſure, that his care is rather 10 


accumulate good, than to ſhun evil; he ſtands di- 
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ſtracted by different forms of delight, and has no 
other doubt than which path to follow of thoſe which 
all lead equally to the bowers of happineſs. 8 


H who has ſeen only the ſuperficies of life be- 
lieves every thing to be what it appears, and rarely 


ſuſpects that external ſplendor conceals any latent 
ſorrow or vexation. He never imagines that there 
may be greatneſs without ſafety, affluence without 
content, jollity without friend{hip,and ſolitude with- 
out peace. He fancies himſelf permitted to cull the 
bleſſings of every condition, and to leave its incon- 
yeniencies to the idle and the ignorant. He is in- 
elined to believe no man miſerable but by his own 
fault, and ſeldom looks with much pity upon failings 
or miſcarriages, becauſe he thinks hom willingly ad- 
mitted, or negligently incurred. 


IT is impoſſible, without pity and contempt to hear 


a youth of generous ſentiments and. warm imagina- 
tion, declaring in the moment of openneſs and con- 
hdence his deſigns and expectations; becauſe long 
life is poſſible, he confiders-it as certain, and there- 
fore promiſes himſelf all the changes of happineſs, 
and provides gratifications: for every deſire. He is, 
for a time, to give himſelf wholly to frolick and di- 
verſion, to range the world in ſearch of pleaſure, to 
delight every eye, to gain every heart, and to be 
celebrated equally for his pleaſing levities and ſolid 
attainments, his deep reflections, and his ſparkling 


repartees. He then elevates his views to nobler en- 


joyments, and finds all the ſeattered excellencies of 
the female world united in a woman, who prefers 
his addreſſes to wealth and titles; he is afterwards 
to engage in buſineſs, to-diſfipate difficulty, and over- 
power oppoſition ; to climb by. the mere force of 
merit to fame and greatneſs; and reward all thoſe 
who countenanced his riſe, or paid due regard to his 


tarly excellence, At laſt he will retire in peace and: 
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Honour ; contract his views to domeſtick pleaſures; n 
form the manners of children like himſelf ; obſerve i 
how every year expands the beauty of his daugh- 2 


ters, and how his ſons catch ardour from their fa- 
ther's hiſtory ; he will give laws to the neighbour- 

hood; dictate axioms to poſterity; and leave the he 
world an example of wiſdom and of happineſs. 


WIA hopes like theſe, he ſallies jocund into life; 
to little purpoſe is he told, that the condition of hu- | 
manity admits no pure and unmingled happineſs; 
that the exuberant gaiety of youth ends in poverty 
or diſeaſe ; that uncommon qualifications and con- 
trarieties of excellence, produce envy equally with 
applauſe ; that whatever admiration and fondneſs 
may promiſe him, he muſt marry a wife like the 
wives of others, with ſome virtues and ſome faults, 
and be as often diſguſted by her vices, as delighted 
by her elegance; that if he adventures into the cir- 
oo of action, he muſt expect to encounter men as 
artful, as daring, as reſolute as himſelf ; that of his 
children, ſome may be deformed, and others vici- 
. ons; ſome may diſgrace him by their follies, ſome 
offend him by their inſolence, and ſome exhauſt him 
by their profuſion. He hears all this with obſtinate 
incredulity, and wonders by what malignity old age 
is influenced, that it cannot forbear to fill his ears 
with predictions of miſery. 


* 


AMONG other pleaſing errors of young minds, is 
the opinion of their own importance. He that has 
not yet remarked, how little attention his contem- 
poraries can ſpare from their own affairs, conceives 
all eyes turned upon himſelf, and imagines every one 
that approaches him to be an enemy or a follower, 
an admirer or a ſpy. He therefore conſiders hi 
fame as involved in the event of every action. Many 
of th» virtues and vices of youth proceed from thi 
quick ſenſe of reputation. This it is that gives firm: 
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neſs and conſtancy, fidelity and diſintereſtedneſs, and 


it is this that kindles reſentment for ſlight i 
: S relentrn or ſlight injuri 
and dictates all the principles of A — inj Ions 


Bur as time brings him in we 
he Wen- Cs Hare bn . e 
proach with innumerable partners; that bo Is left 
DS in the obſcurity of the croud ; 5 ch 
„ whether good or bad, ſoon gives 585 
225 Je $ - regard. He then eaſily ſets dis 
22 8 e anxieties of reputation, and con- 
oy praiſe or cenſure as a tranſient breath, which 
while he hears it, is paſſing away, without any laſt | 


ing miſchief or advantage, 


IN youth, it i 
N youth, it is common to meaſure ri 
10 e right | 
rpg by ein 7 he wor a get 
LNOUL any mea ure but intereſt 
ſhame without ſubſtituting virtue. „and to loſe: 


SUCH is the conditi i 
1 e condition of life, that ſomething i 
ae e to happineſs. In youth 3 
i rd = blaſted by raſhneſs ins 
2 e Ik great deſigns which are defe 4 
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Cujus Vulturis hoc erit cadaver ? Max, 


Say, to what vulture's ſhare this carcaſe falls ? 
| F, Lt WIS. 


To the RAM B I. E R. 


eo, : | 
BE LONG to an order of mankind, conſider- 


able at leaſt for their number, to which your no- 
tice has never been formally extended, though equal- 


ly entitled to regard with thoſe triflers, who have 
| hitherto ſupplied you with topicks of amuſement or 


inſtruction. I am, Mr. Rambler, a legacy- hunter; 
and as every man 18 willing to think well of the tribe 
in which his name is regiſtered, you will forgive my 
vanity if I remind you that the legacy-bunter, how- 
ever degraded by an ill- compounded appellation in 


our barbarous language, was known, as I am told, 


in ancient Rome, by the ſonorous titles of Captator 


and He redipeta. 


Mr father was an attorney in the country, who 
married his maſter's daughter, in hopes of a fortune 
which he did not obtain, having been, as he after- 
wardsdiſcovered, choſen by her only becauſe ſhe had 


no better offer, and was afraid of ſervice. I was the 


firſt offspring of a marriage thus reciprocally fraudu- 
lent, and therefore could not be expected to inherit 
much dignity or generoſity, and if I had them not 
from nature, was not likely ever to attain them ; for 


in the years which I ſpent at home I never heard 


any reaſon for action or forbearance, but that we 
ſhould gain money or Joſe it, nor was taught any 
other ſtile of commendation, than that Mr. Sneaker 
is a warm man, Mr. Gripe has done his buſineſs and 
needs care for no-body. WE 
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My parents, though otherwiſe not great philoſo- 


phers, knew the force of early education, and took 
care that the blank of my underſtanding ſhould be 


filled with impreſſions of the value of money. My 


mother uſed, upon all occaſions, to inculcate ſome 
ſalutary axioms, ſuch as might incite me te keep what 
I had, and get what I could; ſhe informed me that 
we were in a world, where all muſt catch that catch 
can; and as I grew up, ſtored my memory with 
deeper obſervations ; reſtrained me from the uſual 
puerile expences, by remarking that many a little 
made a mictle; and, when I envied the finery of any 
of my neighbours, told me, that brag was a good 
dog, but ho!dfafl was a better. 


I was ſoon ſagacious enough to diſcover that 1 
was not born to great wealth; and, having heard no 
other name for happineſs, was ſometimes inclined to- 
repine at my condition. But my mother always re- 
lieved me, by ſaying, that there was money enough 
in the family, that it was gaod to be of kin to means, 
that I had nothing to do but to pleaſe my friends, 
and 1 might come to hold up my head with the beſt 
ſquire in the country. 5 e 


THErsE ſplendid expectations aroſe from our alli. 
ance to three perſons of conſiderable fortune. My 
mother's aunt had attended on a lady, who, when 
ſhe died, rewarded her officiouſneſs and fidelity with 
a large legacy. My father had two relations, of 
whom one had broken his indentures and run to ſea, 
from whence, after an abſence of thirty years, he 
returned with ten thouſand pounds; and the other 
had lured an heireſs out of a window, who dying of 
her firſt child, had left him her eſtate, on which he 
lived without any other care than to collect his rents, 
and preſerve from poachers that game which he 
could not kill himſelf. eos, . 
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fs N 
br -- THrEsE hoarders of money were viſited and court- tr 
#1 ed by all who had any pretence to approach them, - q! 
7 and received preſents and compliments from couſins de 
1 who could ſcarcely tell the degree of their relation. | 
i But we had peculiar advantages which encouraged 
Il us to hope, that we ſhould by degrees ſupplant our he 
4 competitors. My father, by his profeſſion, made th 
71 himſelf neceſſary in their affairs; for the ſailor and W; 
til the chambermaid, he enquired out mortgages and ou 
1 | ſecurities, and wrote bonds and contracts; and had fed 
0 endeared himſelf to the old woman, who once raſhly the 
W - lent a hundred pounds without conſulting him, by 280 
j informing her, that her debtor was on the point of wh 
[ | bankruptcy, and poſting ſo expeditiouſly with an for 
1 execution, that all the other creditors were de- 
1 frauded.. | I 
{ W | cou 
13 To the ſquire he was a kind of ſteward, and had rc 
. diſtinguiſhed himſelf in his office by his addreſs in but 
. raiſing the rents, his inflexibility in diſtreſſing the oth! 
j | tardy tenants, and his acuteneſs in ſetting the pariſh ſqui 
. free from burthenſome inhabitants, by ſhifting them wit! 
. off to ſome other ſettlement. ing: 
„ . an 
Bus iN Ess made frequent attendance neceſſary; = 
truſt ſoon produced intimacy ; and ſucceſs gave a ly te 


claim to kindneſs; ſo that we had opportunity to hor 
practiſe all the arts of flattery and endearment. My out « 
mother, who could not ſupport the thought of loſing coun 
any thing, determined, that all their fortunes ſhould 

center in me; and in the proſecution of her ſchemes T\ 
took care to inform me that nothing coft leſs than WM tivat 
good words, and that it is comfortable to leap into MW form 
an eſtate which another has got. bo berg Li. 
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_ Smt trained me by theſe precepts to the utmoſt M him: 
ductility of obedience, and the cloſeſt attention to ¶ game 
profit. At an age when other boys are ſporting in I him +t 
the fields, or murmuring in the ſchool, I was con- ſhyy 
77 8 triving 


riving 
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triving ſome new method of paying my court; en- 
quiring the age of my future benefactors; or conſi- 
dering how I ſhould employ their legacies. 


Ir our eagerneſs. of money could have been ſatiſ- 
fed with the poſſeſſions of any one of my relations, 
they might perhaps have been obtained ; but as it 
was impoſſible to be always preſent with all three, 
our competitors. were buſy. to efface any trace of af- 
fection which we might have left behind; and ſince 
there was not on any part ſuch ſuperiority of merit 
as could enforce a conſtant and unſhaken preference, 
whoever was the laſt that flattered or obliged had, 


for a time, the aſcendant. 


Myr relations maintained a regular exchange of 
courteſy, took care to miſs no occaſion of condolence 
or congratulation, and ſent preſents at ſtated times, 
but had in their hearts not much eſteem for one an- 
other. The ſeaman looked with contempt upon the- 
ſquire as a milkſop and a landman, who had lived 
without knowing the points of the compaſs, or ſee- 
ing any part of the world beyond the county-town ;: 
and, whenever they met, would talk of longitude 
and latitude, and circles and tropicks, would ſcarce- 
ly tell him the hour without ſome mention of the 
horizon and meridian, nor ſhew him the news with- 
out detecting his ignorance of the ſituation of other 
countries. | 8 | 


THe ſquire conſidered the ſailor as a rude uncul- 
tivated ſavage, with little more of human than his 
form, and diverted himſelf. with his ignorance of 
all common objects and affairs; when he could per- 
ſuade him to go into the held, he always expoſed 
him to the ſportſmen, by ſending him to look for 
game in improper places; and once prevailed upon 
him to be preſent at the races, only that he might 
ſhow the gentlemen how a ſailor ſat upon a 45 "3 

| FVV 1HE 


134 
THe old gentlewoman thought herſelf wiſer than 
both, for ſhe lived with no ſervant but a maid, and 
ſaved her money. The others were indeed ſuffict. 
ently frugal, but the ſquire could not live without 
dogs and horſes, and the ſailor never ſuffered the day 
to paſs but over a bowl of punch, to which, as he 
was not critical in the choice of his company, every 


man was welcome that could roar out a catch, or 


tell a ſtory. 


ALL theſe, however, I'was to pleaſe; an arduous 


taſk; but, what will not youth and avarice under- 


take? I had an unrefiſting ſuppleneſs of temper, and 
an unſatiable with for riches; I was perpetually 
inſtigated by the ambition of my parents, and aſhſt- 
ed occaſionally by their inſtructions. What theſe 
advantages enabled me to perform, ſhall be told in 
the next letter of, | | 
| Yours, &c. 


8 1 <a er ron. 


NuxB. 198. SATURDAY, February 8, 1752. 


Nil mibi das wivus, dicis poſt fata daturum, + 


Si non inſanis, fcis, Maro, quid cupiam, MazT, 


You've told me, Maro, whilſt you live 

You'd not a fingle penny give, | 
But that whene'er you chanc'd to die, 

You'd leave a handfome legacy; 

'You muſt be mad beyond vedreſs, 

If my next wiſh you cannot gueſs, 


To the RAMBLER. 

SER, | | | 
OU, who muſt have obſerved the inclination 
{ which almoſt every man, however unactive or 
infignificant, diſcovers of repreſenting his life as di- 
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ſtinguiſhed by extraordinary events, will not wonder 
that Captator thinks his narrative important enough 
to he continued, . Nothing is more common than for 
th-ſe to teaſe their companions with their hiſtory, 
who have neither-done nor ſuffered any thing that 
can excite curiolity, or afford inſtruction. 


As I was taught to flatter with the firſt eſſays of 
ſpeech, and had very early loſt every other paſſion in 
the defire of money, 1 began my purſuit with omens 
of ſucceſs; for I divided my officiouſneſs fo judici- 
ouſly among my relations, that I was equally the fa- 
vourite of all. When any of them entered the door, 
I went to welcome him with raptures, when he went 
away I hung down my head, and fometimes entreat- 
ed to go with him with ſo much importunity, that L 
very narrowly eſcaped a conſent which I dreaded in 
my heart. When at an annual entertainment they 
were all together, I had a harder taſk, but plied 
them ſo impartially with careſſes, that none could 
charge me with neglect, and when they were wea- 
ried with my fondneſs and civilities, I was always 
diſmiſſed with money to buy play-things. 


LiFE cannot be kept at a ſtand; the years of in- 
nocence and prattle were ſoon at an end, and other 
qualifications were neceſſary to recommend me to 
continuance of kindneſs. It luckily happened, that 
none of my friends had high notions of book-learn= 
ing. The ſailor hated to ſee tall boys ſhut up in a 
ſchool, when they might more properly be ſeeing 
the world, and making their fortunes; and was of 
opinion, that when the firſt rules of arithmetick 
were known, all that was neceſſary to make a man 
complete might be learned on ſhip-board. The 
(quire only inſiſted, that ſo much ſcholarſhip was 
Waile neceſſary, as might confer ability to 
draw a leaſe and read the court- hands; and the old 
chambermaid declared loudly her contempt of 

8 | books, 


16 The RAMBLER Ne 198 


books, and her opinion that they only took the 
head off the main chance. by; ny : 


To unite, as well as we could, all their ſyſtems, 
I was bred at home. Each was taught to believe, 
that I followed his directions, and I gained like- 
wiſe, as my mother obſerved, this advantage, that 
T was always in the way; for ſhe had known many 
favourite children ſent to ſchools or academies, and 
forgotten. | . 


- As I grew fitter to be truſted to my own diſere- 
tion, I was often diſpatched upon various pretences 
to viſit my relations, with directions from my pa- 
rents how to ingratiate my ſelf, and drive away 
competitors. : 
I was, from my infancy, conſidered by the failor 
as a promiſing genius, becauſe I liked punch better 
than wine; and 1 took care to improve this prepoſ- 
ſeſſion by continual enquiries about the art of navi- 
gation, the degree of heat and cold in different cli- 
mates, the profits of trade, and the dangers of ſhip- 
wreck. I admired the courage of the ſeamen, and 
rer his heart by importuning him for a recital of 
is adventures, and a ſight of his foreign curioſities. 
I liftened with an appearance of cloſe attention to 
ſtories which I could already repeat, and at the 
cloſe never failed to expreſs my reſolution to viſit 
_ diftant countries, and my contempt of the cowards 
and «drones that ſpend all their lives in their native 
pariſh; though I had in reality no defire of any 
thing but money, nor ever felt the ſtimulations of 
curioſity or ardour of adventure, but would content- 
edly have paſſed the years of Neftor in receiving 
rents, and lending upon mortgages. 


TE fagire Lbs able to pleaſe with leſs hypo- 


criſy, for 1 really thought it pleaſant enough to 1 
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the game and eat it. Some arts of falſnood however 

the hunger r Kar perſuaded me to practiſe, by which, 
Ns, though no other miſchief was produced, the purity 
ve, of my thoughts was vitiated, and the reverence for 
ce- truth gradually deſtroyed. I-ſometimes purchaſed 
hat fiſh, and pretended to have caught them; I hired the 
ny. countrymen to ſhew me partridges, and then gave 
and my uncle intelligence of their haunt; I learned the 


feats of hares at night, and diſcoyered them in the 
morning with ſagacity that raiſed the wonder and 


ces the advancement of my reputation, T could never 
pa- fully ſurmount; 1 was naturally a coward, and 
Way was therefore always left ſhamefully behind, when 
there was a neceſſity to leap a hedge, to ſwim a ri- 
| ver, or force the horſes to their utmoſt ſpeed; but 
11107 as theſe exigencies did not frequently happen, 
tter maintained my honour with ſufficient ſucceſs, and 
po- was never left out of a hunting party. — 
Avis 5 | 5 EF 
cli- TRE old chambermaid was not ſo certainly, nor 
hip- o eaſily pleaſed, for ſhe had no predominant pafſion 
and but 2varice, and was therefore cold and inacceſſible. 
al of Wl dic had no conception of any virtue in a young man 
ities. but that of ſaving his money. When ſhe heard of 
n tomy exploits in the field, ſhe would ſhake her head, 
t the ¶ enquire how much I ſhould be the richer for all my 
 vitit N performances, and lament, that ſuch ſums ſhould be 


wards I ſpent upon dogs and horſes. If the ſailor told her of 


lative Iny inclination to travel, ſhe was ſure there was na 


f any place like England, and could not imagine why any 
ons of I nan that can live in his own country ſhould leave 
itent- Mit. This ſullen and frigid being I found means how- 
eving Never to propitiate by frequent commendations of 
Irugality, and perpetual care to avoid expence, 


hypo-: From the ſailor was our firſt and moſt conſider- 
to kill Mible expectation; for he was richer than the cham- 
the Ebermaid, and older than the ſquire. He was ſo 
auk- 


envy of old ſportſmen. One only obſtruction to 
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dhe RAMBLER-  N*:199, 
aukward and baſhful among women, that we con- 
cluded him ſecure from matrimony, and the noiſy 
fondneſs with which he uſed to welcome me to his 
houſe, made us imagine that he would lock out 
for no other heir, and that we had nothing to 
do but wait patiently for his death. But in the 
midſt of our triumph, my uncle ſaluted us one 
morning with a 75 of tranſport, and clapping his 

hand hard on mifſhoulder, told me, I was a happy 
fellow to have a friend like him in the world, for he 
came to fit me out for a voyage with one of his old 
acquaintances, I turned pale and trembled ; my f:- 
ther told him, that he believed my conſtitution not 
fitted to the ſea; and my mother burſting into tears, 
cried out, that her heart would break if ſhe loſt me. 
All this had no effect, the ſailor was whoily inſuſ- 


” ceptive of the ſofter paſſions, and without regard to 


tears or arguments perſiſted in his reſolution to make 


W were obliged to comply in appearance, and 
preparations were accordingly made. I took leave 
of my friends with great k bay proclaimed the 
beneficence of my uncle with the higheſt ſtrains of 

titude; and rejoiced at the opportunity now put 
into my hands of gratifying my thirſt of knowledge. 
But a week before the day appointed for my depar- 
ture, I fell ſick by my mother's direction, and re- 
Fuſed all food but what ſhe privately brought me; 
whenever my uncle viſited me I was lethargick or 
delirious, but took care in my raving fits to talk in- 
ceſſantly of travel and merchandize. The room was 
kept dark; the table was filled with vials and galli- 
pots; my mother was with difficulty perſuaded not 
to endanger her life with nocturnal attendance; my 
father lamented the laſs of the profits of the voyage; 
and ſuch ſuperfluity of artifices was employed, 25 
perhaps might have diſcovered the cheat to a man of 


penetration. But the ſailor, unacquainted ang 
7 - tiltics 
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tilties and ſtratagems, was eaſily deluded, and as the 


ſhip could not ſtay for my recovery, ſold the cargo, 
and left me to re-eſtabliſh my health at leiſure. 
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I was ſent to regain my fleſh in a purer air, leſt 
it ſhould appear never to have been waſted, and in 
two months returned to deplore my diſappointment. 
My uncle pitied my dejection, and bid me prepare 
myſelf againſt next year, for no land- lubber ſhould 
touch his money. . 


A REPRIEVE however was obtained, and perhaps 
ſome new ſtratagem might have ſucceeded another 
ſpring; but my uncle unhappily made amorous ad- 
vances to my mother's maid, who, to promote ſo 
advantageous a match, diſcovered the ſecret, with 


and raved, and declaring that he would have heirs 
of his own, and not give his ſubſtance to cheats and 
cowards, married the girl in two days, and has now 
four children. 1 

and 
leave 
d the WM verſally deteſted. I found my friends, if not wholly 
ins of Wl alicnated, at leaſt cooled in their affection; the 


w put i ſquire, though he did not wholly diſcard me, was 


ledge. WM leſs fond, and often enquired when I would go to 
lepat- Wil ſea. I was obliged to bear his inſults, and endea- 


1d re- WM voured to rekindle his kindneſs by affiduity and re- 


t me; ¶ ſpect, but all my care was vain; he died without a 


3 will, and the eſtate devolved to the legal heir. 
1 | 


m was WM Tnus has the folly of my parents condemned me 


galli- Wt ſpend in flattery and attendance thoſe years in 
ed not I which I might have been qualified to place myſelf 
e; My ¶ above hope or fear. I am arrived at manhood with- 
)yagez ¶ out any uſeful art or generous ſentiment; and, if the 
ed, as Wold woman ſhould likewiſe at laſt deceive me, am in 
_ « danger at once of beggary and ignorance. © 
th jub- 


Log | „ 
tilties CAPTATORK 


which only ſhe had been entruſted. He ſtormed, 
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NumB. 199. Tus DA, Feb. 11, 1752, the 
5 Decolor, obſcurus, wilis, non ille repexar 3 1 
Ceſariem Regur:, nec candida wirginis ornat Th: 
Colla, nec infigni ſplendet per cingula morſu z : 
Sed nova fi nigri videas miracula Saxi, an 
Tunc ſuperat pulchros cultus, & guicquid Ecis hav 
Indus Littoribus rubra ſcrutatur in alga, CLAavDIanvy, eng 
Obſcure, unpriz d, and dark, the magnet lies, nt 
Nor lures the ſearch of avaricious eyes, have 
Nor binds the neck, nor ſparkles in the hair, my! 
Nor dignifies the great, nor decks the fair. ed n 
But ſearch the wonders of the duſky ſtone, 
And own all glories of the mine outdone, IN 
Each grace of form, each ornament of ſtate, pow! 
That decks the fair, or dignifies the great. and + 
3 1 1 chaſe 
To the RAM B L E R. think 
, | | lent « 


4 OUGH you have ſeldom digreſſed from m 
moral ſubjects, I ſuppoſe you are not ſo rigo- WM 5 tl 
Tous or cynical as to deny the value or uſefulnels of ampl. 
natural philoſophy ; or to have lived in this age of 

enquiry and experiment, without any attention to the TE 


wonders every day produced by the pokers of mag- bar in, 
netiſm and the wheels of electricity. At leaſt, I may been | 
be allowed to hope that, ſince nothing is more con- of the 
trary to moral excellence than envy, you will not much 
refuſe to promote the happineſs of others, merely the hig 
becauſe you cannot partake of their enjoyments. br 

5 * 2 

IN confidence, therefore, that your ignorance has M| , 

not made you an enemy to knowledge, I offer you I. 
the honour of introducing to the notice of the pub- e P! 
lick, an adept, who having long laboured for the be- Nenſi 
nefit of mankind is not willing, like too many of touchir 
his predeceſſors, to conceal his ſecrets in the grave. mes 
| : | | g 8 | een ex 
Many have ſignalized themſelves by melting their 8 
com: 


eſtates in crucibles. I was born to no fortune, and 
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therefore had only my mind and body to devote to 
knowledge, and the gratitude of poſterity will at- 
teſt, that neither mind nor body have been ſpared. 
[have fat whole weeks without fleep by the {ide of 
an athanor, to watch the motion of projection ; I. 
have made the firſt experiment in nineteen diving 
engines of new "conſtruction; I have. fallen eleven 
times ſpeechleſs under the ſhock of electricity; I 
have twice diſlocated my limbs, and once fractured 
my ſkull, in eſſaying to fly; and four times endanger- 
ed my life by ſubmitting to the transfuſion of blood. 


In the firſt period of my ſtudies, I exerted the 
powers of my body more than thoſe of my mind, 
and was not without hopes that fame might be pur- 
chaſed by a few broken bones without the toil of. 
thinking; but having been ſhattered by ſome vio- 
lent experiments, and conſtrained to confine myſelf. 
to my books, I paſſed ſix and thirty years in fearch-. 
ing the treaſures of antient wiſdom, but am at laſt. 
amply recompenſed for all my perſeverance: 


THe curioſity of the preſent race of philoſophers 
having been long exerciſed upon electricity, has 
been lately transformed to magnetiſm; the qualities 
> the loadſtone have been inveſtigated, if not with 


much advantage, yet with great applauſe; and as 


ne higheſt praiſe of art is to imitate nature, I hope 
no man will think the makers of artificial magnets 
celebrated or reverenced above their deſerts. 


I Have for ſome time employed myſelf in the 
ame practice, but with deeper knowledge and more 
extenſive views. While my contemporaries were 
touching needles and raiſing weights, or buſying 
nemſelves with inclination and variation, I have 
been examining thoſe qualities of magnetiſm which 
may be applied to the accommodation and Nappineſs 
f common life. I have left to inferior underſtand- 

gs the care of conducting the ſailor through the 


hazards 
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hazards of the ocean, and reſerved to myſelf the 
more difficult and illuſtrious province of preſerving 
the connubial compact from violation, and ſetting 
mankind free for ever from the danger of ſuppoſiti- 
tious children, and the torments of fruitleſs vigi- 
lance and anxious ſuſpicion. 


To defraud any man of his due praiſe is unwor- 
thy of a philoſopher, I ſhall therefore openly con- 
fels, that I owe the firſt hint of this ineſtimable ſe- 
cret to the Rabbi Abraham Ben 7 70 who, in bis 
treatiſe of precious ſtones, has left this account of 
the magnet: NDENDNDA &c. © The calamita oz 
6 loaditone that attracts iron produces many bad 
c fantaſies in man. Women fly from this ſtone, 
<& Tf therefore any huſband be diſturbed with jea- 
© louſy, and fear leſt his wife converſes with other 
& men, let him lay this ſtone upon her while ſhe.is 
& afleep. If ſhe be pure, ſhe will, when ſhe wakes, 
„“ claſp her huſband fondly in her arms; but if ſhe 
© be guilty, ſhe will fall out of bed and run away.” 


Wren firſt I read this wonderful paſſage, I could 
not eaſily conceive why it had remained hitherto 
unregarded in ſuch a zealous competition for mag- 
netical fame. It would ſurely be unjuſt to ſuſpect 
that any of the candidates are ſtrangers to the name 
or works of Rabbi Abrabam, or to conclude from a 
late edict of the royal ſociety in favour of the Ex- 
Iiſb language, that philoſophy and literature are no 
longer to act in concert. Vet, how ſhould a qua- 


lity ſo uſeful eſcape promulgation but by the ob- 


ſcurity of the language in which it was delivered! 
Why are footmen and chambermaids paid on every 
ſide for keeping ſecrets which no caution nor ex- 
pence could ſecure from the all-penetrating mag- 
net? Or, why are ſo many witneſſes ſummoned, 
and ſo many artifices practiſed to diſcover what ſo 
eaſy an experiment would infallibly reveal? 


Full 


N. 19 The RAMBLER 193 


Fol of this perplexity, I read the lines of Abra- 
ham to a friend, who adviſed me not to expoſe my 
life by a mad indulgence of the love of fame; he 


warned me by the fate-of Orpheus, that knowledge 
or genius could give no protection to the invader of - 


female prerogatives ; aſſured me that neither the ar- 
mour of Achilles, nor the antidote of Mithridates, 


would be able to preſerve me; and counſelled me, 


if I could not live without renown, to attempt the 
acquiſition of univerſal empire, in which the honour 


be leſs. 


would perhaps be equal, and the danger certainly 


I, a ſolitary ſtudent, pretend not to much know- 
ledge of the world, but am unwilling to think it ſo 
generally corrupt, as that a ſcheme for the detection 
of incontinence, ſhould bring any danger upon its 
inventor. My friend has indeed told me, that all 
the women will be my enemies, and that however I 
fatter myſelf with hopes of defence from the men, 
] ſhall certainly find myſelf deſerted in the hour of 
danger. Of the young men, ſaid he, ſome will be 


afraid of ſharing the diſgrace of their mothers, and 
ſome the danger of their miſtreſſes; of thoſe who are 


married, part are already convinced of the falſhood 
of their wives, and part ſhut their eyes to avoid con- 


viction ; few ever ſought for virtue in marriage, and 


therefore few will try whether they have found it. 
Almoſt every man is careleſs or timorous, and to 
truſt is eaſier and ſafer than to examine. 


THEesE obſervations diſcouraged me, till I began 
to conſider what reception I was likely to find among 
the ladies, whom J have reviewed under the three 
claſſes of maids, wives, and widows, and cannot but 
hope that I may obtain ſome countenance among 
them. The ſingle ladies I ſuppoſe univerſally ready 
to patronize my method, by which connubial wick- 
edneſs may be detected, ſince no woman marries 
with a previous deſign to be unfaithful to her huſ- 

Vor. IV. N | K | band, 
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band. And to keep them fteady in my cauſe, I 
promiſe never to ſell one of my magnets to a man 
who ſteals a girl from ſchool ; marries a woman 
forty years younger than himſelf; or employs the 
authority of parents to.obtain a wife without her 
__ own conſent. | | 


| AMONG the married ladies, notwithſtanding the 


inſinuations of ſlander, I yet reſolve to believe, that 
-the greater part are my friends, and am at leaſt con- 
vinced, that they who demand the teft and appear 
on my ſide, will ſupply, by their ſpirit, the defici- 
ency of their numbers, and that their enemies will 
ſhrink and quake at the ſight of a magnet, as the 
Haves of Scythia fled from the ſcourge. | 


THE widows will be confederated in my favour by 
_ their curioſity, if not by their virtue; for it may be 
obſerved, that women who have outlived their huſ- 
bands, always think themſelves entitled to ſuperin- 
tend the conduct of young wives; and as they are 

themſelves in no danger from this magnetick trial, I 
hall expect them to be eminently and unanimouſly 
zealous in recommending it. 


W1TH theſe hopes I ſhall, in a ſhort time, offer to 
ſalemagnets armed with a particular metallick compo- 
ſition, which concentrates their virtue, and determines 
their agency. Itis known that the efficacy of the mag- 
net, in common operations, depends much upon its 
armature, and it cannot be imagined, that a ſtone, 
naked or caſed only in the common manner, will diſ- 
cover the virtues aſcribed to it by Rabbi Abraham. 
The ſecret of this metal I ſhall carefully conceal, 
and, therefore, am not afraid of imitators, nor ſhall 
trouble the offices with ſolicitation for a patent. 


I $HALL ſell them of different ſizes, and various 
degrees of ſtrength. I have ſome of a bulk proper 
to be hung at the bed's head, as . 

8 | | Ome 
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ſome ſo ſmall that they may be eaſily concealed: 
Some I have ground into oval forms to be hung at 
watches; and ſome, for the curious, I have ſet in 
wedding-rings, that ladies may never want an at- 
teſtation of their innocence. Some I can produce 
ſo ſluggiſh and inert, that they will not act before 
the third failure; and others fo vigorous and ani- 
mated, that they exert their influence againſt unlaw- 
ful wiſhes, if they have been willingly and delibe- 
ntely indulged. As it is my practice, honeſtly to 
tell my cuſtomers the properties of my magnets, I 
can judge by their choice of the delicacy of their 
ſentiments. Many have been contented to ſpare 
coſt by purchaſing only the loweſt degree of efficacy, 
and all have ſtarted with terror from thoſe which 
operate upon the thoughts. One young lady only 
fitted on a ring of the ſtrongeſt energy, and declared 
that ſhe ſcorned to ſeparate her wiſhes from her acts, 
or allow herſelf to think what ſhe was forbidden to 


practiſe, 
Jam, &c. | 
HERMETICUS, 


- 
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Nemo petit modicis que mittebantur amicis 
Al Seneca, que Piſo bonus, gue Cotta ſolebat 
Largiri, nempe et titulis et faſcibus olim 
Major babebatur denandi gloria; ſolum 
Poſcimus ut canes civiliter ; boc face, et gſto 
Eſto, ut nunc multi, dives tibi, pauper amicis, 
No man expects (for who ſo much a ſot, 
Who has the times he lives in ſo forgot?) 

What Seneca, what P:ſo us'd to ſend, 

© To raiſe, or to ſupport a ſinking friend. 
Thoſe godlike men, to wanting virtue kind, 
Bounty well plac'd preferr'd, and well deſign'd, 
To all their titles, all that height of pow'r, 
Which turns the brains of fools, and fools alone adore, 
When you poor client is condemn'd t' attend, 
*Tis all we aſk, receive him as a friend; 
Deſcend to this, and then we aſk no more; 
Rich to yourſelf, to all beſide be poor. 


To the RAM BL E R. 
Mr. RAMBLER, 5 | 

\ UCH is the tenderneſs or infirmity of many 
x 3 minds, that when any aMiction oppreſſes them, 
they have immediate recourſe to lamentation and 
complaint, which, though it can only be allowed 
reaſonable when evils admit of remedy, and then 
only when addreſſed to thoſe from whom the remedy 
is expected, yet ſeems even in hopeleſs and incura- 
ble diſtreſſes to be natural, ſince thoſe by whom it 
is not indulged, imagine that they give a proof oi 
extraordinary fortitude by ſuppreſſing it. 


len 


 BowLrs, 


I am one of thoſe who, with the Sancho of Cer- 
Dantes, leave to higher characters the merit of ſui- 
fering in ſilence, and give vent without ſcruple to 
any ſorrow that ſwells in my heart. It is therefore 
to me a ſevere aggravation of a calamity, when iti 
| ſuch as in the common opinion will not juſtity the 
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acerbity of exclamation, or ſupport the ſolemnity of 
vocal grief. Vet many pains are incident to a man 
of delicacy, which the unfeeling world cannot be 

perſuaded to pity, and which, when they are fepa- 
rated from their peculiar and perſonal circumſtances, 
will never be conſidered as important enough to 
claim attention, or deſerve redreſs. . 


Or this kind will appear to groſs and vulgar ap- 
prehenſions, the miſeries which I endured in a moi n- 
ing viſit to Proſpero, a man lately raiſed to wealth 
by a lucky project, and too much intoxicated by 
ſudden elevation, or too little poliſhed by thought 
and converſation, to enjoy his prefent fortune with 
elegance and decency. | CT 


Wx ſet out in the world together; and for a long 
time mutually affiſted each other in our exigencies, 
2s either happened to have money or influence be- 
yond his immediate neceſſities You know that no- 
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tion of dangers and misf rtunes; I therefore always 


conſidered Proſpero as united with me in the ſtrongeſt 
league of kindneſs, and imagined that our friend 
ſhip was only to be broken by the hand of death. I 
felt at his ſudden ſhoot of ſucceſs an honeſt and diſ- 
intereſted joy; but as I want no part of his ſuperflui- 
ties, am not willing to 1 from that equality 
in which we hitherto have lived. | 

Our intimacy was regarded by me as a diſpen- 
ſation from ceremonial viſits ; * it was ſo long be- 
fore I ſaw him at his new houſe, that he gently 
complained of my neglect, and obliged me to come 


on a day appointed. I kept my promiſe, but found 


that the impatience of my friend aroſe not from any 
deſire to communicate his happineſs, but to enjoy 
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WHen TI told my name at the door the footman 


went to ſee if his maſter was at home, and, by the 


tardineſs of his return, gave me reaſon to ſuſpect 
that time was taken to deliberate. Hethen inform- 
ed me, that Proſpero defired my company, and ſhow- 
ed the ſtaircaſe carefully ſecured by mats from the 
pollution of my feet. The beſt apartments were 


oſtentatiouſſy ſet open, that I might have a diſtant | 


view of the magnificence which I was not permitted 


to approach; and my old friend receiving me with 


all the inſolence of condeſcenſton at the top of the 
{tairs, conducted me to a back room, where he 
told me he always breakfaſted when he had not great 
company. | | , 


O the floor where we fat, lay a carpet covered 
with a cloth, of which Praſpero ordered his ſervant 
to lift up a corner, that I might contemplate the 
brightneſs of the colours, and the elegance of the 
texture. and aſked me whether I had ever ſeen any 
thing ſo fine before ? I did not gratify his folly with 
any outcries of admiration, but coldly bad the foot- 
man let down the cloth. | | 


W then ſat down, and I began to hope that 
pride was glutted with perſecution, when Proſper: 
defired that I would give the ſervant leave to adjuſt 
the cover of my chair, which was flipt a little aſide 
to ſhow the damaſk ; he informed me that he had 
beſpoke ordinary chairs for common uſe, but had 
been diſappointed by his tradeſman. T put the chair 
aſide with my foot, and drew another ſo haſty, that 
I was entreated not to rumple the carpet, 


BREAKFAST was at laſt ſet, and as I was not wil- 
ling to indulge the peeviſhneſs that began to ſeize 
me, I commended the tea; Preſpero then told me, 
that another time I ſhould taſte his fineſt ſort, but 


that he had only a very ſmall quantity remaining, 
| : And 
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2nd reſerved it for thoſe whom he thought himſelf 
obliged to treat with particular reſpect. 


WHILE we were converſing upon ſuch ſubjects as 
imagination happened to ſuggeſt, he frequently di- 
3 into directions to the ſervant that waited, or 
made a ſlightenquiry after the jeweller or ſilverſmith; 
and once as I was purſuing an argument with ſome 
degree of earneſtneſs, he ee from his poſture of 
attention, and ordered, that if lord Lofty called on 
him that morning, he ſhould be ſhewn into the beſt 
parlour. PE 7 f 


My patience was not yet wholly ſubdued. I was 
willing to promote his ſatisfaction, and therefore ob- 
ſerved, that the figures on the china were eminently 
pretty, Proſper had now an opportunity of callin 
for his Dre/den china, which, ſays he, I always aſ- 
ſociate with my chaſed tea-kettle. The cups were 


brought; I once reſolved not to have looked upon 


them, but my curioſity prevailed. When I had ex- 
amined them a little, Proſpero deſired me to ſet them 
down, for they who were accuſtomed only to com- 
mon diſhes, ſeldom handled china with much care. 
You will, I hope, commend my philoſophy, whey 
tell you that I did not daſh his baubles to the 


* 


HE was now ſo much elevated with his own 
greatneſs, that he thought ſome humility neceſſary 
to avert the glance of envy, and therefore told me 
with an air of ſoft compoſure, that I was not to eſti- 
mate life by external appearance, that all theſe ſhine- 
ing acquiſitions had added little to his happineſs, 
that he ſtill remembered with pleaſure the days in 
which he and I were upon the level, and had often, 
in the moment of reflection, been doubtful, whether 
he ſhould loſe much by changing his condition for 
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IBEOAN now to be afraid leſt his pride ſhould, by 
ſilence and ſubmiſſion, be emboldened to inſults that 
could not eafily be borne, and, therefore, coolly 
conſidered, how I ſhould repreſs it without ſuch 
bitterneſs of reproof as I was yet unwilling to uſe, 
But he interrupted my meditation, by aſking leave 
to be dreſſed, and told me, that he had promiſed to 
attend ſome ladies in the park, and, if I was going 
the ſame way, would take me in his chariot. I had 
no inclination to any other favours, and, therefore, 
Jeft him without any intention of ſeeing him again, 
unleſs ſome misfortune ſhould reſtore his underſtand- 
ing. | an; OG © 


ASPER, 


THrnovcn I am not wholly inſenſible of the pro- 
vocations which my correſpondent has received, I 
Cannot altogether commend the keenneſs of his re- 
ſentment, nor encourage him to perſiſt in his reſolu- 
tion of 'breaking off all commerce with his old ac- 
quaintance. One of the golden precepts of Pytha- 
goras directs that a friend ſhould not be hated for little 
Faults ; and ſurely, he, upon whom nothing worſe 
can be charged, than that he mats his ſtairs, and 
© vers his carpet, and ſets out his finery to ſhow be- 
fore thoſe whom he does not admit to uſe it, has yet 
committed nothing that ſhould exclude him from 
common degrees of kindneſs. Such improprieties 
often proceed rather from ſtupidity than malice. 
Thoſe who thus ſhine only to dazzle, are influenced 
merely by cuſtom and example, and neither exa- 
mine, nor are qualified to examine, the motives of 
their own practice, or to ſtate the nice limits be- 
tween elegance and oſtentation. They are often in- 
nocent of the pain which their vanity produces, and 
inſult others when they have no worſe purpoſe than 
to pleaſe themſelves. | | 


He that too much refines his delicacy will always 
endanger his quiet. Of thoſe with whom haters 
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and virtue oblige us to converſe, ſome are ignorant 


of the arts of pleaſing, and offend when they deſign 
to careſs; ſome are negligent, and gratify themſelves 
without regard to the quiet of another; ſome, per- 
haps, are malicious, and feel no greater ſatisfaction 
in proſperity, than that of raiſing envy and tramp- 
ling inferiority. But whatever be the motive of in- 
ſult, it is always beſt to overlook it, for folly ſcarcely 
can deſerve reſentment, and malice is puniſhed by 
neglect. 8 | . 


NN NN MN NN NN NM NK 
| Nuns. 201. TursDar, Feb. 18, 1752. 


Promiſſigue tenax dictis faftiſque mereris? 

Agnofeo Procerem, | Jvvxxax. 

Convince the world that you're devout and true, 
Be juſt in all you ſay, and all you do; 
Whatever be your birth, you're ſure to be 
A peer of the firſt magnitude to me. Sry. 
OTL, has obſerved, that the excellency of ma- 
nufactures, and the facility of labour, would 
de much promoted, if the various expedients and 
contrivances which lie concealed in private hands, 
were by reciprocal communications made generally 
known ; for there are few operations that are not 
performed by one or other with ſome peculiar ad- 
vantages, which though ſingly of little importance, 
would by conjunction and concurrence open new 
mlets to knowledge, and give new powers to dili- - 


Tuxxx are, in like manner, ſeveral moral excellen- 
cies diſtributed among the different claſſes of a com- 


munity. It was ſaid by Cujacius, that he never read 


more than one book, by which he was not inſtruct- 
ed; and he that ſhall 3 after virtue with ar- 
dour and attention, will ſeldom find a man by whoſe 
may not be improved. 
5 . 


* 
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EveRy profeſſion has ſome eſſential and appropri- 


ate virtue, without which there can be no hope of 
honour or ſucceſs, and which, as it 1s more or leſs 


cultivated, confers within its ſphere of activity dif- 


ferent degrees of merit and reputation. As the aſ- 
trologers range the ſubdiviſtons of mankind under 


the planets which they ſuppoſe to influence their 


lives, the moraliſt may diſtribute them according-to 
the virtues which-they neceſſarily practiſe, and con- 


{der them as diſtinguiſhed by prudence. or fortitude; 


diligence or patience, 


So much are the modes of excellence ſettled by 
time and:place, that men may be heard boafting in 
one ſtreet of that which they would anxiouſly con- 


ceal in another. The grounds of ſcorn and eſteem, 


the topieks of praiſe and fitire are varied according 
to the ſeveral virtues or. vices which the courſe of 
life has diſpoſed men to admire or abhor; but he 
who is ſolicitous for his own. improvement, mult 
not be limited by local reputation, but ſelect from 
every tribe of mortals their characteriſtical virtues, 
and conſtellate in himſelf the ſcattered graces. which 
ſhine ſingle in other men. ns | 


TEE chief praiſe to which a trader aſpires is that 
of punctuality, or an exact and rigorous obſervance 
of commercial engagements; nor is there any vice 
of which he ſo much dreads the imputation, as of 
negligence and inſtability. This is a quality which 
the intereſt of mankind requires to be diffuſed through 
All the ranks of life, but which, many ſeem to con- 
ſider as a vulgar and ignoble virtue, below the am- 
bition of greatneſs or attention of wit, ſcarcely re- 
quiſite among men of gaiety and ſpifit, and fold at 
its higheſt rate when it is ſacrified to a frolick or a 

EER man has daily occaſion to remark: whad 
vexations arife from this privilege of deceiving ono 

| 04 Oh yER 50-51 mir 16 angithers 


danger, though he allows himſelf to forget at what. 


ſtrious to preſerve it by compliance and officiouſne(s, 
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another. The active and vivacious have fo long diſ- 
dained the reſtraints, of truth, that promiſes. and ap- 
pointments have loſt their cogency, and both par- 
ties negle& their ſtipulations, becauſe each. con- 


cludes that they, will be broken by the other. 


NEGLIGENCE is firſt admitted in ſmall affairs, 
and ſtrengthened by petty. indulgencies. He that is 
not yet hardened by cuſtom, ventures not on the 
violation of important engagements, but thinks. 
hiaiſelf bound by his word in caſes of property or. 


time he:is to meet ladies in the park, or at what 
tavern his friends are expecting him. | 


Tris laxity of honour would be more tolerable, 
if it could be reſtrained to the play-houſe, the ball- 
room, or the card-table; yet even there it is ſuffici- 
ently troubleſome, and darkens thoſe moments with 
expectation, ſuſpenſe, and reſentment, which are ſet 
aſide for pleaſure, and from which we naturally hope 
for unmingled enjoyment, and total relaxation. But 
he that ſuffers the ſlighteſt breach in his morality, 
can ſeldom tell what ſhall enter it, or how wide it 
ſhall be made; when a paſſage is opened, the influx 
of corruption is every moment wearing: down oppo- 
ſition, and by ſlow degrees deluges the heart. 


ALI ER entered the world a youth of lively: 
imagination, extenſive views, and untainted princi- 

ples. His curioſity incited him to range from place 

to place, and try all the varieties of converſation; 
his elegance of addreſs and fertility of ideas, gained 
him friends wherever he appeared; or at leaft he 
found the general kindneſs of reception always 
ſnown to a young man whoſe birth and fortune give 
him a claim to notice, and who has neither by, vice 
or folly deſtroyed his privileges. Aliger was pleaſed 
with this general ſmile of mankind, and was indu- 


but, 
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but did not ſuffer his deſire of pleaſing to vitiate his 
integrity. It was his eftabliſhed maxim, that a pro- 
miſe is never to be broken; nor was it without lon 

reluctance that he once ſuffered himſelf to be drawn 


away from a feſtal engagement by the importunity 
of another company. e e 


HE ſpent the evening, as is uſual, in the rudiments 


of vice, in perturbation and eee, enjoyment, 
8 


and met his diſappointed friends in the morning, 
with confuſion we 1 excuſes, His companions, 1:ot 
accuſtomed to ſuch ſcrupulous anxiety, laughed at 
his uneaſineſs, compounded the offence for a bottle 


gave him courage to break his word again, an 


again levied the penalty. He ventured the ſame ex- 
periment * another ſociety, and found them 
equally ready to conſider it as a venial fault, always 
incident to a man of quickneſs and gaiety; till by 
degrees, he began to think himſelf at liberty to fol- 


low the laſt invitation, and was no longer ſhocked 


at the turpitude of falſhood. He made no difficulty 


to promiſe his preſence at diſtant places, and if liſt- 
leſneſs happened to creep upon him, would ſit at 
home with great tranquillity, and has often ſunk to 


fleep in a chair, while he held ten tables in con- 
tinual expectations of his entrance. | 


IT was ſo pleaſant to live in perpetual vacancy, 
that he ſoon diſmiſſed his attention as an uſeleſs in- 
cumbrance, and reſigned himſelf to careleſneſs and 
diſſipation, without any regard to the future or the 
paſt, or any other motive of action than the impulſe 
of a ſudden deſire, or the attraction of immediate 
pleaſure. The abſent were immediately forgotten, 


and the hopes or fears felt by others, had no influ- 


ence upon his conduct. He was in ſpeculation com- 

leatly juſt, but never kept his promiſe to a creditor; 
bh was benevolent, but - #9408 deceived thofe friends 
whom he undertook to patronize or aflift ; he was 


prudent, but ſuffered his affairs to be embarraſſed for 


want 
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want of regulating his accounts at ſtated times. He 

courted 2 young lady, and when the ſettlements 
were drawn, took a ramble into the country on the 
day appointed to ſign them. He reſolved to travel, 
and ſent his cheſts on ſhipboard, but delayed to 
follow them till he loſt his paſſage. He was ſum- 
moned as an evidence in a cauſe of great import- 
ance, and loitered on the way till the trial was paſt. 
It is ſaid, that when he had, with great expence, 
formed an intereſt in a borough, his opponent con- 
trived, by ſome agents, who knew his temper, to 


A * 


lure him away on the day of election. 15 


His benevolence draws him into the commiſſion 
of a thouſand crimes, which others leſs kind or ci- 
vil would eſcape. His courteſy invites application; 
his promiſes produce dependence; he has his yous 
kets filled with petitions, which he intends ſome 


time to deliver and enforce, and his table covered 


with letters of requeſt, with which he purpoſes ta 
comply; but time ſlips imperceptibly away, while 
he is either idle or buſy ; bis friends loſe their op- 
portunities, and charge upon him their miſcarriages 
and calamities. 5 


Tarts character, however contemptible, is not 
peculiar to liger. They whole activity of imagi- 
nation is often ſhifting the ſcenes of expectation, 
are frequently ſubject to ſuch ſallies of caprice as 
make all their actions fortuitous, deſtroy the value 
of their friendſhip, obſtruct the efficacy of their vir- 
tues, and ſet them below the meaneſt of thoſe that, 
perſiſt in their reſolutions, execute what they de- 
ſign, and perſorm what they have promiſed. 
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From no affliction is the poor exempt; A 

He thinks each eye ſurveys him with contempt, 

© -< VUnmanly poverty ſubdues the heart. 

Cankers each wound, and ſharpens ev'ry dart. 
1 „ 5 F. LE wis. 

* thoſe who have endeavoured to pro- 
4 mote learning, and rectify judgment, it has 

been long cuſtomary to complain of the abuſe of 

words, which are often admitted to ſignify things 
ſo different, that, inſtead of aſſiſting the under- 
ſtanding as vehicles of knowledge, they produce 


error, diflention, and perplexity, becauſe what is 
affirmed in one ſenſe, is received in other. 


Ix this ambiguity ſometimes embarraſſes the moſt 
ſolemn controverſies, and obſcures the demonſtra- 
tions of ſcience, it may well be expected- to infeſt 


the 1 periods of declaimers, whoſe purpoſe 
is often 


only to amuſe with fallacies, and change 
the colours of, truth and falſeſhood ;: or the muſical 
compoſitions of poets, whoſe ſtile is profeſledly 
figurative, and whoſe art is imagined: to conſiſt in 
diſtorting words from their original meaning. 


12413 
11111 


- THERE are few words of which the reader be» 
lieves himſelf better to know the import than of bo- 
werty ; yet whoever ſtudies either the poets or philo- 
ſophers, will find ſuch an account of the condition 
expreſſed by that term as his experience or obſerva- 
tion will not eaſily diſcover to be true. Inſtead of 


the meanneſs, diſtreſs, complaint, anxiety, and 


= dependances 
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Jependance, which have hitherto been combined in 
his ideas of poverty, he will read of content, inno- 
cence, and chearfulneſs, of health, and ſafety, tran- 
guillity, and freedom; of pleaſures not known but 


to men unencumbered with poſſeſſions; and of ſleeps. 
that ſheds his balſamickanodynes only on thecottage: 
Such are. the bleſſings to be obtained by the reſigna- 


tion of riches, that kings might deſcend from their 
thrones, and generals retire from a triumph, only: 
to lumber undiſturbed in the elyſium of poverty. 


IF theſe authors do not deceive: us, nothing can 
be more abſurd than that perpetual conteſt for wealth 


which keeps the world in commotion; nor any com- 
plaints more juſtly cenſured than thoſe which pro- 


ceed from want of the gifts of fortune, which we 


are taught by the great maſters of moral wiſdom to 
conſider as 1 by which the wearer is 
at once diſabled. and adorned;;. as: luſcious poiſons 
which may for a time pleaſe the palate, but ſoon. 
betray their malignity by languor and by pain. 


IT is the great privilege of poverty to be hap = 
unenvied, to-be healthful without phyſick, and 2 


eure without a guard; to obtain from the bounty of 
nature, what the great and wealthy are compelled: 
to procure 1 the help. of artiſts and attendants, of: 


fatterers and ſpies. 

Bor it will be found upon a nearer view, that 
they who extol the happineſs of poverty, do not 
mean the ſame ſtate — who deplore its mi- 
ſeries. Poets have their imaginations filled vrith 
ideas of magnificence; and being accuſtomed to con- 
template the downfal of empires, or to contrive forms 
of lamentations for monarchs in diſtreſs, rank all the 
claſſes of mankind in a ſtate of poverty, who make 
no approaches to the dignity of crowns, To be 
200r in the epick language, is only not to command 
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the wealth of nations, not to have fleets and armies 


in pay. 


VAI Tr has 8 contributed to this impro- 
priety of ſtile. e that wiſhes to become a philo- 
ſopher at a cheap rate, eaſily gratifies his ambition 
by ſubmitting to poverty when he does not feel it, 
and by boaſting his contempt of riches, when he has 


already more than he enjoys. He who would ſhow 


the extent of his views, and grandeur of his con- 
ceptions, or diſcover his acquaintance with ſplen- 
dor and magnificence, may talk like Cowley of an 


humble ſtation and quiet obſcurity, of the paucity 
of nature's wants, and the inconveniencies of ſuper- 


fluity, and at laſt, like him, limit his deſires to five 
hundred rome a year; a fortune indeed not exu- 
berant when we compare it with the expences of 
pride and luxury, but to which it little becomes a 
philoſopher to affix the name of poverty, ſince no 
man can, with any propriety, be termed poor, who 
does not ſee the greater part of mankind richer than 


As little is the general condition of human life 
underſtood by the panegyriſts and hiſtorians, who a- 


muſe us with accounts of the poverty of heroes and 


fages. Riches are of no value in themſelves, their 
uſe is diſcovered only in that which they procure, 
They are not coveted, unleſs by narrow under- 
ſtandings, which confound the means with the end, 
but for the ſake of power, influence, and eſteem; 
or, by ſome of leſs elevated and refined ſentiments, 
a8 neceſſary to ſenſual enjoyment. - + 


Tu pleaſures of luxury, many have, without 
* been able to deſpiſe, even when 
affluence and idleneſs have concurred to tempt them; 
and therefore he who feels nothing from indigenee 
but the want of gratifications which he could not 
in any other condition make conſiſtent with inno- 

. Cence; 
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cence, has given no proof of eminent patience, 
Efteem and influence every man defires, but they 
are equally pleaſing, and equally valuable, by what- 
ever means they are obtained; and whoever has 
found the art of ſecuring them without the help of 
money, ought, in reality, to be accounted rich, 
ſince he has all that riches can purchaſe to a wile 
man. Cincinnatus, though he lived upon a few 
acres, Cultivated by his own hand, was ſufficiently 
removed from all the evils generally comprehended 
under the name of poverty, when his reputation 
was ſuch, that the voice of his country called him 
from his farm to take abſolute command into his 
hand 3 nor was Diogenes much mortified by his re- 
ſidence in a tub, where he was honoured with the 
viſit of Alexander the great. a 


Tux ſame fallacy has conciliated veneration to 
the religious orders. When we behold a man ab- 
dicating the hope of terreſtrial poſſeſſions, and pre- 
cuding himſelf by an irrevocable vow from the pur- 
ſuit and acquiſition of all that his fellow-beings.con- 
ſider as worthy of wiſhes and endeayours, 'we are 
he Immediately ſtruck with the purity, abſtraction, and 
hoa- MW firmneſs of his mind, and regard him as wholl 
employed in ſecuring the intereſts of futurity, a 
their devoid of any other care than to gain at whatever 
cure. price the ſureſt paſſage to eternal reſt, 3 


end, YET, what can the votary be juſtly ſaid to have 
e loſt of his preſent happineſs? If he reſides in a 
nente, MY <2pvent, he converſes only with men whoſe condi- 
non is the ſame with his own; he has from the mu- 
nificence of the founder all the neceſſaries of life, 
chout and is ſafe from that de/iitution, which Hooker de- 
hen clares to be /uch an impediment to virtue as, till it 
them; be removed, ſuffereth not the mind of man to admit any 
ence ther care. All temptations to envy and competition 
1d not I are ſhut out from his retreat; he is not pained with 
Rk the ſight of unattainable dignity, nor inſulted with 


CENCts „ the 
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the bluſter of inſolence, or the ſmile of forced fa- 
miliarity. If he wanders abroad, the ſanctity of 
his character amply. compenſates all other diſtine- 
tions, he is ſeldom ſeen but with reverence, nor 

- heard but with ſubmiſſion. | | 


: IT has been remarked, that death though often 
defied in the field, ſeldom fails to terrify when it 
approaches the bed of ſickneſs in its natural hor- 
ror; ſo poverty may eaſily be endured, while aſſo- 
ciated with digaity and reputation, but will always 
be ſhunned and dreaded, when it is accompanied 


* 


with ignominy and contempt. - 
4 Nuns. 223: Tukspav, Feb, 28, 1752 
Cum . la dies, que nil nifs corporis hujus | 


Jus babet, incerti ſpatium mihi finiat ævi. Ovid 


Come, ſoon or late, death's undeterminel day, 
This mortal being only can decay. - WE5LSTED. 
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'T feems to be the fate of man to ſeek all his con- 

J ſolations in futurity. The time preſent is ſel- 
dom able to fill deſire or imagination with imme- 
diate enjoyment, and we are forced to ſupply its de- 
ficiencies by recollection or anticipation. 


EvERY one has ſo often detected the fallaciouſ- W reflec 
neſs of hope, and the inconvenience of teaching IM pleaſe 
himſelf to expect what a thouſand accidents may years 
preclude, that, when time has abated the conii- W we ſo 
dence with which youth ruſhes out to take poſleſ- W we er 
Non of the world, we endeavour, or wiſh, to find WW of ple 
entertainment in the review of life, and to repole branc 
upon real facts, and certain experience. This is yenty 
perhaps one reaſon, among many, why age delights of the 
in narratives. . 
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Bur fo full is the world of calamity, that every 
ſource of pleaſure is polluted, and every retire- 
ment of tranquillity diſturbed. When time has 
ſupplied us with events ſufficient to employ our 
thoughts, it has mingled them with ſo many diſ- 


aſters, that we ſhrink from their remembrance, 


dread their intruſton upon our minds, and fly from 
them as from enemies that purſue us with torture. 


No man paſt the middle point of life can fit down 
to feaſt upon the pleaſures of youth without finding 
the banquet imbittered by the cup of ſorrow; he 
may revive lucky accidents, and pleaſing extrava- 
gancies; many days of harmleſs frolick, or nights 
of honeſt feſtivity, will perhaps recur ; or, if he has 
been engaged in ſcenes of action, and acquainted 
with affairs of difficulty and viciſſitudes of fortune, 
he may enjoy the nobler pleaſure of looking back 
upon diſtreſs: firmly ſupported, dangers reſolutely 
encountered, and oppoſition artfully defeated. Eneas 
properly comforts his companions, when after the 
horrors of a ſtorm they have landed on an unknown 
and deſolate country, with the hope that their mi- 
ſeries will be at ſome diſtant time recounted with 
delight. There are few higher gratifications than 
that of reflection on ſurmounted evils, when they 
were not incurred nor protracted by our fault, and 
neither reproach us with cowardice, nor guilt. 


Bur this felicity is almoſt always abated by the 
reflection, that they, with-whom we ſhould be moſt 
pleaſed to ſhare it, are now in the grave. A few 
years make ſuch havock in human generations, that 
we ſoon ſee ourſelves deprived of thoſe with whom 
we entered the-world, and whom the participation 
of pleaſures or fatigues had endeared to our remem- 
brance. The man of enterpriſe recounts: his ad- 
ventures and expedients, but is forced at the cloſe 
of the relation to pay a ſigh to the names of thoſe 
that contributed to his ſucceſs; he that paſles 115 

1 | ite 
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life among the gayer part of mankind, has his re. | 


membrance ſtored with remarks and repartees of 
wits, whoſe ſprightlineſs and merriment are now 
Joſt in perpetual Ter the trader whole induſtry 
Has ſupplied the want of inheritance, repines in ſo- 
litary plenty at the abſence of companions, with 
whom he had planned out amuſements for his lat. 
ter years; and the ſcholar, whoſe merit, after a 
long ſeries of efforts, raiſes him from obſcurity, 
looks round in vain from his exaltation for his old 
friends or enemies, whoſe applauſe or mortification 
would heighten his triumph. ' . 


AMONG Martial's requiſites to happineſs is, Re: 
non parta labore ſed relifta, an eſtate not gained by 
induſtry, but left by inheritance. It is neceſſary 
to the completion of every good, that it be timely 
obtained; for whatever comes at the cloſe of life, 
will come too late to give much delight; yet all hu- 
man happineſs has its defects. Of what we do not 
gain for ourſelves we have only a faint and imper- 
fect fruition, becauſe we cannot compare the dit- 
ference between want and poſſeſſion, or at leaſt can 
derive from it no conviction of our own abilities, 
nor any encreaſe of ſelf- eſteem; what we acquire 
by bravery ar ſcience, by mental or corporal dili- 


gence, comes at laſt when we cannot communt- | 


cate, and therefore cannot enjoy it. 
 Tnvs ev 
its happineſs from the time to come. In youth we 
have nothing paſt to entertain us, and in age, we 
derive little from retroſpe&t but hopeleſs ſorrow. 
Yet the future likewiſe has its limits, which the 
imagination dreads to approach, but which we ſee 
to be not far diſtant. The loſs of our friends and 
companions, impreſſes hourly upon us the neceflity 
of our own departure: we know that the ſchemes of 
man are quickly at an end, that we muſt ſoon lie 


down in the grave with the forgotten —— of 
Ro ormer 


period of life is obliged to borrow 
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rmer ages, and yield our place to others, who 
ke us, mal be driven awhile, by hope 2 fear, 


about the ſurface of the earth, and then like us be 
loſt in the ſhades of death. 


BEYOND this termination of our material exiſt- 
ence, we are therefore obliged to extend our hopes ; 
and almoſt every man'indulges his imagination with 
ſomething, which is not to happen till he has 
changed Ys manner of being: Some amuſe them- 
{elves with entails and ſettlements, provide for the 
perpetuation of families and honours, or contrive 
to obviate the diffipation of the fortunes, which it 
has been their buſineſs to accumulate; others more 
refined or exalted, congratulate their own hearts 


upon the future extent of their reputation, the re- 


verence of diſtant nations, and the gratitude of un- 
prejudiced poſterity. 5 | 


THEy whoſe ſouls are ſo chained down to cof- 
ſers and tenements, that they cannot conceive a 
tate in which they ſhall look upon them with leſs 
ſolicitude, are ſeldom attentive or flexible to argu- 
ments; but the votaries of fame are capable of re- 
flection, and, therefore, may be called to reconſi- 
der the probability of their expectations. 


WHETHER to be remembered in remote times 
be worthy of a wiſe man's wiſh, has not yet been ſa- 
tisfactorily decided; and indeed, to be long remem- 
bered, can happen to ſo ſmall a number, that the 
bulk of mankind has very little intereſt in the que- 
ſtion. There is never room in the world for more 
than a certain quantity, or meaſure of renown. The 
neceflary buſineſs of life, the immediate pleaſures or 
pains of every condition, leave us not leiſure beyond 
a fixed proportion for contemplations which do not 
forcibly influence our preſent welfare. When this 
vacuity is filled, no characters can be admitted into 
the circulation of fame, but by occupying the place 
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of ſome that muſt be thruſt into oblivion. The eye 
of the mind, like that of the body, can only ex- 
tend its view to new objects, by loſing ſight of thoſe 
which are now before it. | 

REPUTATION 1s therefore.a meteor which blazes 
a while and diſappears for ever; and if we except 

a few tranſcendent and invincible names which no 
revolutions of opinion or length of time 1s able to 
ſuppreſs ; all thoſe that engage our thoughts, or di- 
verſify our converſation, are every moment haſting 
S as new favourites are adopted by fa- 

ION, 7 : ; 


Ix is not therefore from this world, that any 
ray of comfort can proceed, to cheer the gloom of 
the laſt hour. But futurity has ſtill its proſpects; 
there is yet happineſs in reſerve, which, if we tranſ- 
fer our attention to it, will ſupport us in the pains 
of diſeaſe, and the languor of decay. This happi- 
neſs we may expect with confidence, becauſe it is 
out of the power of chance, and may be attained 
by all that ſincerely defire and earneſtly purſue it. 
On this therefore every mind ought finally to reſt, 

_ Hope is the chief bleſſing of man, and that hope 
only ts rational, of which we are certain that it 
cannot deceive us. . 


e /h f . 8 8 4 24 
Nun. 204. SATURDAY, Feb. 29, 1752. 
Nemo tam divos babuit faventes, „„ 
Craſtinum ut poſſit fibi polliceri. SENTCA, 
Of heav'n's protection who can be | 


So confident to utter this— ? . 
To morrow Iwill ſpend in bliſs. F. LEWIS. 


EGED, lord of Ethiopia, to the inhabitants of 
the world: To the ſons of preſumption, humili- 

ty, and fear; and to the daughters of ſorrow, con- 
tent and acquieſcence. Tus, 
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0 Tuus, in the twenty-ſeventh year of his reign, 
| ſpoke Seged, the monarch of forty nations, the di- 
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5 ſtributer of the waters of the/ Nile. At length, 
5 « Seed, thy toils are at an end, thou haſt reconciled 
« diſaffection, thou haſt ſuppreſſed rebellion, thou 1 
« haſt pacified the jealouſies of thy courtiers, thou i. 
« haſt chaſed war from thy confines, and erected 9 
1 « fortreſſes in the lands of thy enemies. All who . 
% have offended thee, tremble in thy preſence, and * 
q. wherever thy voice is heard, it is obeyed. Thy | 
5 « throne is ſurrounded by armies, numerous as the 
55 « locuſts of the ſummer, and reſiſtleſs as the blaſts 
« of peſtilence. Thy magazines are ftored with 
« ammunition, thy treaſuries overflow with the tri- 
_ &« bute of conquered kingdoms. Plenty waves upon 
14 « thy fields, and opulence glitters in thy cities. 
ds; Thy nod is as the earthquake that ſhakes the 
inf. WM mountains, and thy ſmile as the dawn of the ver- 
„ainsi nal day. In thy hand is the ſtrength of thouſands, 
W ws and thy health is the health of millions. Thy 
55 s palace is gladdened by the ſong of praiſe, and 
ined . thy path perfumed by the breath of benediction. 
= i, Thy ſubjects gaze upon thy greatneſs, and think 


reſt, MI of danger or miſery no more. Why, Seged, wilt 

* not thou partake the bleſſings thou beſtoweſt? 

* Why ſhouldſt thou only forbear to rejoice in this 

4 general felicity? Why ſhould thy face be clouded 

* with anxiety, when the meaneſt of thoſe who call 

17215 * thee ſovereign, gives the day to feſtivity, and the 
night to peace. At length, Seged, reflect and be 

' wiſe, What is the gift of conqueſt but ſafety, 


2s | why riches collected but to purchaſe happi- 
RE ness! Th els | 

SEGED then ordered the houſe of pleaſure, 
3 uit in an iſland of the lake Dambea, to be prepared 


or his reception. ** I will retire, ſays he, for ten 

ants of I days from tumult and care, from counſels and de- 

umili- © 1-25. Long quiet is not the lot of the governors 
CC | 

- * of 


“ out a wiſh unſatisfied,” 2 and 
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© of nations, but a ceſſation of ten days cannot be MW 4. 
denied me. This ſhort interval of happineſs may co 
< ſurely be ſecured from the interruption of fear or ve. 
cc perplexity, ſorrow or diſappointment. I will ex- 

4 cludeall trouble from my abode, and remove from 5 
my thoughts whatever may confuſe the harmony wh 
46 of the concert, or abate the ſweetneſs of the ban- had 


«© quet. I will fill the whole capacity of my foul no! 
< with enjoyment, and try what it is to live with- by 


I a few days the orders were performed, and de. con 
ged haſted to the palace of Dambea, which ſtood in pre 
an iſland cultivated only for pleaſure, planted with ed « 
every flower that roms its colours to the ſun, and nels 
every ſhrub that ſheds fragrance in the air. In one pref 
part of this extenſive garden, were open walks for tion 
excurſions in the morning; in another, thick pate 
22 and ſilent arbours, and bubbling fountains | 
for repoſe at noon. All that could ſolace the ſenſe, 
or flatter the fancy, all that induſtry could extort 
from nature, or wealth furniſh to art, all that con- 
queſt could ſeize, or beneficence attract, was col- 
lected together, and every perception of delight 
was excited and gratified. | 


InTo this delicious region Sæged ſummoned all 
the perſons of his court, who ſeemed eminently qua- 
lified to rec: ive, or communicate pleaſure. His call 
was readily obeyed ; the young, the fair, the viva- 
cious, and the witty, were all in haſte to be ſated 
with felicity. They failed jocund over the lake, 
which ſeemed to ſmooth its ſurface before them: 
Their paſſage was cheered with muſick, and their 

hearts dilated with expeRation. | 


SEGED landing here with his band of plea- 
ſure, determined from that hour to break off all ac- He 
quaintance with diſcontent, to give his heart for te ¶ now t. 
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days to caſe and jollity, and then fall back to the 


common ſtate of man, and ſuffer his life to be di- 


* 


verſified, as before, with joy and ſorrow. 


HE immediately entered his chamber, to conſider 
where he ſhould begin his circle of happineſs. He 


had all the artiſts of delight before him, but knew 


not whom to call, ſince he could not enjoy one, but 


by delaying the performance of another. He choſe 


and rejected, he reſolved and changed his reſolution, 
till his faculties were harraſſed, and his thoughts 
confuſed; then returned to the apartment where his 
preſence was expected, with languid eyes and cloud- 
ed countenance, and ſpread the infection of uneaſi- 
neſs over the whole aſſembly. He obſerved their de- 
pteſſion, and was offended, for he found his vexa- 
tion encreaſed by thoſe whom he expected to diſſi- 
pate and relieve it. He retired again to his private 
chamber, and ſought for conſolation in his own 
mind ; one thought flowed in upon another ; a long 
ſucceflion of images ſeized his attention; the mo- 
ments crept imperceptibly away through the gloom 


of penſiveneſs, till having recovered his tranquillity, 


he lifted up his head, and ſaw the lake brightened 


by the ſetting ſun. Such,” ſaid Seged, ſighing, 
eis the longeſt day of human exiſtence : Before we 


have learned to uſe. it, we find it at an end.“ 


Tux regret which he felt for the loſs of ſo reat 
a part of his firſt day, took from him all diſpoſition 


to enjoy the evening; and, after having endeavour- 


ed, for the ſake of his attendants, to force an air of 
aety, and excite that mirth which he could not 
are, he reſolved to refer his hopes to the next 
morning, and lay down to partake with the ſlaves 
of labour and poverty the bleſſing of ſleep. 


He roſe early the ſecond morning, and reſolved 
now to be happy. He therefore fixed upon the gate 


of the palace an edict, * that whoever, 
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1 
during nine days, ſhould appear in the preſence of I 
the king with dejected countenance, or utter any J 
expreſſion of diſcontent or ſorrow, ſhould be driven | 
for ever from the palace of Dambea. ””— y 


Tals edit was 8 made known in 
every chamber of the court, and bower of the gar. Þ 
dens. Mirth was frighted away, and they who 


were before dancing in the lawns, or ſinging in the I 
ſhades, were at once engaged in the care of regu- at 
lating their looks, that Seged might find his will ar 
punctually obeyed, and ſee none among them liable to 


to baniſhment. | 
SEGED now met every face ſettled in a ſmile; 
but a ſmile that betrayed Dlicude, timidity, and 
conſtraint. He accoſted his favourites with familia- 
Tity and ſoftneſs ; but they durſt not ſpeak without 
premeditation, leſt they ſhould be convicted of diſ. 
content or ſorrow. He propoſed diverſions, to which 
no objection was made, becauſe objection would 
have implied uneaſineſs; but they were regarded 
with indifference by the courtiers, who had no other 
deſire than to ſignalize themſelves by clamorous ex- 
ultation. He offered various topicks of converſa- 
tion, but obtained only forced jeſts, and laborious 
laughter, and after many attempts to animate his 
train to confidence and alacrity, was obliged to 
confeſs to himſelf the impotence of command, and 
reſign another day to grief and diſappointment. 


HE at laſt relieved his companions from their ter- 
rors, and {hut himſelf up in his chamber to aſcer- 
tain, by different meaſures, the felicity of the ſuc- 
ceeding days. At length, he threw himſelf on the 
bed and cloſed his eyes, but imagined, in his fleep, 
that his palace and gardens were overwhelmed eb 
an inundation, and waked with all the terrors of 
man ſtruggling in the water. He compoſed himlelt 
again to reſt, but was affrighted by an Imaginary ir 

ruptio 
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ruption into his kingdom, and ſtriving, as is 

in dreams, without ability to move, 8 _ 
ſelf betrayed to his enemies, and again ſtarted up 
with horror and indignation. Nh oboe P 


Ir was now day and IP was fo ſt 
reſſed on his mind, that he could 3 hou 


* 
* 


neee At length his perturbation gave way 
0 1 and he reſolved no longer to be harraſſed 
by viſionary miſeries; but before this reſolution 


could be completed half the day had elapſed: He 


felt a new conviction of the uncertainty of human 


ſchemes, and could not forbear to bewail the weak- 


neſs of that being, whoſe quiet was to be interrupt- 


ed by vapours of the fancy. Having be 
| urs of th y. Having been firſt diſ- 
turbed by a dream, he Rerwaits tHleved en 


. 3 x f | 
that his terrors and grief were equally vain, and, 
| I 


that to loſe the preſent in lamenting the paſt, was 


voluntarily to protract a melancholy viſion. The 


third day was now declining, Seed agai 
5 g, and Seged aga = 
ſolyed to be happy on che morrow. ee e re 


” 


e roſe, but his thoughts were filled with th 

but | the de- 
luge and invaſion, nor was he able to 7+ cal bi 
attention, or mingle with vacancy and eaſe in any 
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 Nums. 205. Tuks DAV, March 3, 1752. 
| - Volat ambiguis | 
Mobilis-alis bora, nec ulli 


Praflat welox fortuna fidem. | EY ENECA, 
On fickle wings the minutes haſte, 5 
And fortune's favours never laſt. F. Lzwis, 


N the fourth morning Seged roſe early, refreſhed 

| with ſleep, as 7 with health, and eager 
with expectation. He entered the garden, attend- 
ed by the princes and ladies of his court, and ſeeing 


a about him but airy cheerfulneſs, began to 


ſay to his heart, This day ſhall be a day of plea- 
* ſure.” The ſun played upon the water, the birds 
warbled in: the groves, and the gales quivered a- 
mong the branches. He roved from walk to walk 


as chance directed him, and ſometimes liſtened to 


the ſongs, ſometimes mingled with the dancers, 
ſometimes let looſe his imagination in flights of mer- 
riment; and ſometimes uttered grave refleCtions, 
and ſententious maxims, and feaſted on the admi- 
ration with which they were received. | 


THvs the day rolled on, without any accident of 
vexation, or intruſion of melancholy thoughts. All 
that beheld him caught gladneſs from his looks, and 
the ſight of happineſs conferred by himſelf filled his 
heart with ſatisfaction: But having paſſed three 
hours in this harmleſs luxury, he was alarmed on a 
ſudden by an univerſal ſcream among the women, 
and turning back, ſaw the whole aſſembly flying in 
confuſion. A young crocodile had riſen out of the 
lake, and was ranging the garden in wantonneſs or 
hunger. Seged beheld him with indignation, as 2 
diſturber of his felicity, and chaſed him back into 
the lake, but could not perſuade his retinue to ſtay, 
or free their hearts from the terror which had ſeized 


1 upon them. The princeſſes incloſed themſelves s 
| che 
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the palace, and could yet ſcarcely believe them- 
ſelyes in ſafety. Every attention was fixed upon 
the late danger and eſcape, and no mind was any 
longer at leiſure for gay ſallies or careleſs prattle. 


207, 


SEGED had now no other employment than to | 
contemplate the innumerable caſualties which lie in 
ambuſh on every fide to intercept the 1 1 N of 

I 


EW The man, and break in upon the hour of delight and 
: tranquillity. He had, however, the conſolation of 

ſhed thinking, that he had not been now diſappointed 

-ager by his own fault, and that the accident which had 

end- blaſted the hopes of the day, might eaſily be pre- 

Ws vented by future caution. „„ 

n to : | YER. 

cor THAT he might provide for the pleaſure of the 
18 next morning, he reſolved to repeal his penal edict, 

ed a- 


ſince he had already found that diſcontent and me- 
lencholy were not to be frighted away by the threats 
of authority, and that pleaſure would only reſide 


walk 
ed to 


cers, Wh where ſhe was exempted from controul. He there- 

mei- fore invited all the companions of his retreat to un- 

_ bounded pleaſantry, by propoſing prizes for thoſe 
mi- 


who ſhould, on the following day, diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves. by. any feſtive performances; the tables of 
the antechamber were covered with gold and pearls, 
and robes and garlands decreed the rewards of 
tnoſe who could refine elegance or heighten pleaſure. 


ent of 
, All 
„ and ; | 
ed his AT this diſplay of riches every eye immediately 
three I ſparkled, and every tongue was buſied in celebrating 
| on 2 the bounty and magnificence of the emperor. But 
men, W when Seged entered in hopes of uncommon enter- 
ing in tainment from univerfal emulation, he found that 
of the W any paſſion too {trongly agitated, puts an end to that 
eſs or WI tranquillity which is necefſary to mirth, and that the 
z 45 / mind, that is to be moved by the gentle ventilations 
into of gaiety, muſt be firſt ſmoothed by a total calm. 


o ſtay, MF Whatever we ardently with to gain, we muſt in the 
ſeized | £ T 4 fame. 
yes in 5 7 


che 
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ſame degree be afraid to loſe, and fear and pleaſure 
cannot dwell together. N 
ALL was now care and ſolicitude. Nothing was 
done or ſpoken, but with ſo viſible an endeavour at 
perfection, as always failed to delight, though it 


ſometimes forced admiration : And Szeged could not 


but obſerve with ſorrow, that his prizes had more 
influence than himſelf. As the evening approach- 
ed, the conteſt grew more earneſt, and thoſe who 
were forced to allow themſelves excelled, began to 
diſcover the malignity of defeat, firſt by angry glan- 
ces, and at laſt by contemptuous murmurs. Seged 
likewiſe ſhared the anxiety of the day, for conſider- 
ing himſelf as obliged to diſtribute with exact juſtice 
the prizes which had been ſo zealouſly ſought, he 
| durſt never remit his attention, but paſſed his time 
upon the rack of doubt in balancing different kinds 
of merit, and adjuſting the claims of all the com- 
petitors. . e 


Ar laſt knowing, that no exactneſs could ſatisfy 
thoſe whoſe hopes he ſhould diſappornt; and think- 
ing that on a day ſet apart for happineſs, it would 
be cruel to oppreſs any heart with ſorrow, he de- 

clared that all had pleaſed him alike, and diſmiſſed 
all with preſents of equal value. - 


SEG ED foon ſaw that his caution had not been 
able to avoid offence. They who had believed 
themſelves ſecure of the higheſt prizes, were not 
pleaſed to be levelled with the croud ; and though 
by the liberality of the king, they received more 
than his promiſe had intitled them to expect, they 
departed unſatis fied, becauſe they were honoured 
with no diſtinction, and wanted an opportunity to 
triumph in the mortification of their opponents. 
% Behold here,” ſaid Seged, ** the condition of him 
„ who places his happineſs in the happineſs of 
: : | : ; ”Y others.; 
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© others.” He then retired to meditate, and, while 
the courtiers were repining at his diſtributions, ſaw 


the fifth ſun go down in diſcontent. 


Tk next dawn renewed his reſolution to be 
happy. But having learned how little he could eſ- 
fect by ſettled ſchemes or preparatory meaſures, he 
thought it beſt to give up one day entirely to chance, 


and left every one to pleaſe and be pleaſed his own. | 


Way. | 


THis relaxation of regularity diffuſed a general 


complacence through the whole court, and the em 


peror imagined, that he had at laſt found the ſecret 
of obtaining an interval of felicity. But as he was 
roving in this careleſs aſſembly with equal careleſſ- 
neſs, he overheard one of his courtiers in a cloſe ar- 
bour murmuring alone: What merit has Seged 
“ above us, that we ſhould thus fear and obey him, 
® man, whom, whatever he may have formerly 
* performed, his luxu 
« weakneſs with ourſelves.” This charge affected 
kim the more, as it was uttered by one whom he 
had always obſerved among the moſt abject of his 


flatterers. At firſt his indignation prompted him 


to ſeverity ; but reflecting, that what was ſpoken, 
without intention to. be heard, was to be conſidered 
as only thought, and was perhaps but the” ſudden 
burſt of caſual and temporary vexation, he invent- 
ed ſome decent pretence to ſend him away, that 
his retreat might not be tainted with the breath of 
envy, and after the ſtruggle of deliberation was paſt, 
and all deſire of revenge utterly ſuppreſſed, paſſed. 
the evening not only with tranquillity, but triumph, 


though none but himſelf was conſciousof the victory. 


THE remembrance of this clemency cheered the 
beginning of the ſeventh day, and nothing happened 
to diſturb the pleaſure of Seged, till looking on the 
ue: that ſhaded him, he recollected, that under a 


L. 4 tree 


now ſhews to have the ſame 
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tree of the ſame kind he had paſſed the night after 
his defeat in the kingdom of Goiama. The reflec. 
tion on his loſs, his diſhonour, and the miſeries 
which his ſubjects ſuffered from the invader, filled 
him with ſadneſs. At laſt he ſhook off the weight 
of ſorroyy, and began to ſolace himſelf with his uſual 
pleaſures, when his tranquillity was again diſturb- 
ed by jealouſies which the late conteſt for the prizes 
had produced, and which, having in vain tried ta 


pPacify them by perſuaſion, he was forced to ſilence 


by command, 


* 


- On: the eighth morning Seged was awakened 


early by an unuſual hurry in the apartments, and 
enquiring. the cauſe, was told, that the princess 
Balkis was ſeized with ſickneſs. He roſe, and call- 
ing the phyſicians, found that they had little hope 
of her recovery, Here was an end of jollity : All 


his thoughts were now upon his daughter, whoſe | 


eyes he cloſed on the tenth day. 


Spe were the days which Seged of Ethiopia had 
appropriated. to a ſhort reſpiration from the fatigues 
of war and the cares of government. This narra- 
tive he has bequeathed to future generations, that 
no man hereafter may preſume to ſay, This day 

© ſhall be a day of happineſs,” 


ey : 
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ate worſe or better. 


Ver this conflict of deſires ſometimes produces 
wonderful efforts. To riot in far-fetched diſhes, or 
turfeit with unexhauſted variety, and yet practiſe the 

moſt rigid oeconomy, is ſurely an art which ay: 
| 5 *. 
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Nun. 206. SATURDAY, March 7 TI92.- 


Propeſiti nondum puder, atque eadem ęſi nem, 
Ui bona ſumma utes, aliend vivere quadrã. Jur. 
But harden'd by affronts, and ſtill the ſame, 

Loſt to all ſenſe of honour and of fame, bo 

Thou yet can'it love to haunt the great man's board, 
And think no ſupper good but with a lord. Bowr zs. 


T7 HE N. Diogenes was-once aſked, what kind 
0 of wine he liked beſt ? he anſwered, © That. 
which is drunk at the coſt. of others.“ | 

. N | 5 

Thovd the character of Diogenes has never ex- 
cited any general zeal of imitation, there are many 
who reſemble him in his taſte of wine; many who: 
are frugal, though not abſtemious; whoſe appe-- 
tites, though too powerful for reaſon, are kept un- 
der reſtraint by avarice; and to whom all delicacies 
loſe their. flavour, when they cannot be. obtained: 


2 ” 


but at their own expence, 


Nor HIN produces more ſingularity of manners 
and inconſtancy of life, than the conflict of oppo- 
ſite vices in the ſame mind. He that uniformly: 
purſues any purpoſe, whether good or bad, has a 
lettled principle of action, and as he may always: 
5nd aflociates who are travelling the ſame way, is 
countenanced by example, and ſheltered in the- 
multitude ;, but a man actuated at once by different 
deſires muſt move in a direction peculiar to himſelf, 
and ſuffer that reproach which we are naturally in- 
clined to beſtow on thoſe who deviate from the reſt 
of the world, even without enquiring whether they, 


x 


5 juſt 
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juſtly draw the eyes of: mankind upon- them. whoſe | 
induſtry or judgment has enabled them to attain it. 
To him, indeed, who is content to break open. the 
cheſts, or mortgage the manors of his anceſtors, that 
he may hire the miniſters of exceſs. at the higheſt 
price, gluttony is an eaſy ſeience; yet we often hear 
the votaries of luxury boaſting of the elegance 
which they owe to the taſte of others, relating with 
rapture the ſucceſſion of diſhes with which their 
cooks and caterers ſupply them; and expecting their 
are of praiſe with the diſcoverers of arts and the 
civilizers of nations. But to fforten the way to con- 
vivial happineſs, by eating without coſt, is a ſecret 
hitherto in few hands, but which certainly deſerves 
the curioſity of thoſe whoſe principaFenjoyment is 
their dinner, and who ſee the ſun riſe with no other 
hope than thatthey ſhall fill their bellies before it ſets. 


- OF them that have within my Knowledge at- 
tempted this ſcheme of happineſs, the greater part 
have been immediately obliged to deſiſt; and ſome, 
whom their firſt attempts flattered with ſucceſs, 
were reduced by degrees to a few tables, from which 
they were at laſt chaſed to make way for others; and 
having long habituated themſelves to ſuperfluous 
plenty, growled away their latter years in diſcon- 
J RY 


No enter the regions of Iuxury with higher ex- 
pectations than men of wit, who imagine, that they 

all never want a welcome to that company whoſe 
ideas they can enlarge, or whoſe imaginations they 
can elevate, and Believe themſelves able to pay for 
their wine with the mirth which it qualifies them to 
produce. Full of this opinion theycroud, with Jit- 
tle invitation, wherever the ſmell of a feaſt allures 
them, but are ſeldom encouraged to repeat their vi- 
fits, being dreaded by the pert as tivals, and bated 
dy the dull as diſturbers of the company. 5 * 
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No man has been ſo happy in gaining and keep- 


ing the privilege of living at luxurious houſes as 


Gulofulus, who, after thirty years of continual re- 
velry, has now eſtabliſhed, by uncontroverted pre- 


ſcription, his claim to partake of ny entertain-. 
P 


ment, and whoſe preſence they who aſpire to the 
praiſe of a ſumptuous table, are careful to procure 
on a day of importance, by ſending the invitation 
a fortnight before. | h | 


GULOSULUS' entered the world without any 


eminent degree of merit; but was careful to fre- 


quent houſes, where perſons of rank reforted. By 


being often ſeen, he became in time known; and 


from fitting in the ſame room, was ſuffered to mix in 


idle converſation, or aſſiſted to fill up a vacant hour, 

when better amuſement was not readily to be had.. 
From the coffee-houſe he was ſometimes taken away 

to dinner; and, as no man refuſes the acquaintance. 
of him, whom he ſees admitted to familiarity by 
others of equal dignity, when he had been met at a 
few tables, he with leſs difficulty found the way to 
more, till at laſt he was regularly expected to appear 
wherever preparations are made for a feaſt, within- 
the circuit of his acquaintance. | 


WHex he was thus by accident initiated in Juxury,- 
he felt in himſelf no inclination to retire from a life 
of ſo much pleaſure, and therefore very ſeriouſly: 


_ conſidered how he might continue it. Great quali- 


ties, or uncommon accompliſhments, he did not find 
neceſſary; for he had already ſeen that merit rather 


_ enforces reſpect than attracts fondneſs ; and as he 
thought no folly greater than that of loſing a dinner 


for any other gratification, he often congratulated: 
himſelf, that he had none of that diſguſting excel-- 
lence which impreſſes awe upon greatneſs, and con- 
demns its poſſeſſors to the ſociety. of thoſe who are 
wiſe or brave and indigent as themſelves, - 


50 _6U- 
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GULOSULUS having never allotted much 4 


his time to books or meditation, had no opinion in 
Philoſophy or politicks, and was not in danger of 
1njuring his intereſt by dogmatical poſitions, or yio- 
lent contradiction, If a diſpute aroſe, he took care 
to liſten with earneſt attention, and when either 
ſpeaker grew vehement and loud, turned towards 
him with eager quicknefs, and uttered a ſhort phraſe 
of admiration, as if ſurpriſed by ſuch cogency of 
argument as he had never known before. By this 
ſilent conceſſion, he generally preſerved in either 
controvertiſt ſuch a conviction of his own ſuperiprity 
as inclined him rather to pity than irritate his adver- 
ſary, and prevented thoſe outrages which are ſome- 
times produced by the rage of defeat or petulance 
of triumph. ö „ „ 
 GULOSULUS was never embarraſſed but 
when he was required to declare his ſentiments be- 
fore he had been able to diſcover to which fide the 
maſter of the houſe inclined, for it was his invaria- 
ble rule to adopt the notions of thoſe that invited him. 


Ir will ſometimes happen that the inſolence of 
wealth breaks into contemptuouſneſs, or the turbu- 
lence of wine requires a vent; and Guloſulus ſeldom 
fails of being ſingled out on ſuch emergencies, 25 
one on whom any experiment of ribaldry may be 
ſafely tried. Sometimes his lordſhip finds himſelf 
inclined to exhibit a ſpecimen of raillery for the di- 
verſion of his gueſt, and Guloſulus always ſupplies 
him with a ſubje& of merriment. But he has learn- 
ed to conſider rudeneſs and indignities as familiari- 
ties that entitle him to greater freedom: He com- 
forts himſelf, that thoſe who treat and inſult him 
pay for their laughter, and that he keeps his money 
while they enjoy their jeſt. 


Fs chief policy conſiſts in ſelecting ſome diſh 
{@n every courſe, and recommending it to the com- 


pay) 


that 
ſince 


yet 
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pany, with an air ſo deciſive, that no one ventures. 
to contradict him. By this practice he acquires at 
a feaſt a kind of dictatorial authority; his taſte be- 
comes the ſtandard of pickles and ſeaſoning, and he 
is venerated by the profeſſors of epicuriſm, as the 
only man who underſtands the niceties of cookery, 


WHENEVER a new ſauce is imported, or any in- 
novation made in the culinary ſyſtem, he procures 
the earlieſt intelligence, and the moſt authentick 
receipt; and, by communicating his knowledge 
under proper injunctions of fecrecy, gains a right 
of taſting his own diſh whenever it is prepared, 


that he may tell whether his directions have been 
fully underſtood. | | 


By this method of life Gizlo/ulus has ſo impreſſed 
on his imagination the dignity of feaſting, that he 
has no other topick of talk, or ſubject of meditation. 
His calender is a bill of fare; he meaſures the year 
by ſucceflive dainties. The only common places of 
his memory are his- meals; and if you a 
what time an event happened, he conſiders whether 
he heard it after a dinner of turbot, or veniſon. He 
knows, indeed, that thoſe who value themſelves up- 
on ſenſe, learning, or piety,. ſpeak of him with 
contempt ; hut he conſiders them as wretches en- 
vious or ignorant, who do not know his happineſs, 
or wiſh to ſupplant him; and declares to his friends, 
that he is fully ſatisfied with his own conduct, 
ſince he has fed every day on twenty diſhes, and 
yet doubled bis eſtate, | a 


him at 


_  Nums..207. Tus DAY, March 10, 1752, 


Solve ſeneſcentem mature ſanus eguum; ne 5 
Heccet ad extremum ridendus. | | Hor Ac, 
The voice of reaſon cries with winning force, 
- Looſe from the rapid car your aged horſe, 
Leſt, in the race derided, left behind. | 
He drag his jaded limbs and burſt his wind, F Axel:. 


UCH is the emptineſs of human enjoyment, 
that we are always impatient of the preſent, 
Attainment is followed by neglect, and poſſeſſion 
by diſguſt ; and the malicious remark of the Gree} 
epigrammatiſt on marriage may be. applied to every 
other courſe. of life, that its two days of happineſs 
are the firſt and the laſt. : 


Few moments are more pleaſing than thoſe in 
which the mind is concerting meaſures for a new 
undertaking. From the firſt hint that wakens the 
fancy, till the hour of actual execution, all is im- 
provement and progreſs, triumph and felicity. Eve- 


ry hour brings additions to the original ſcheme, ſug- 


geſts ſome new expedient to ſecure ſucceſs, or diſco- 
vers conſequential advantages not hitherto foreſeen, 
While preparations are made, and materials accu- 
mulated, day glides after day through elyſian pro- 
ſpects, and the heart dances to the ſong of hope. 


Such is the pleaſure of projecting, that many 


content themſelves with a ſucceſſion of viſionary. 


ſchemes, and wear out their allotted time in the 
calm amuſement of contriving what they never at- 
tempt or hope to execute. | 5 
OTHERS, not able to feaſt their imagination with 
pure ideas, advance ſomewhat nearer to the grofi- 
neſs of action, with great diligence collect whatever 
is requiſite to their deſign, and, after a thouſand ie- 
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ſearches and conſultations, are ſnatched away by. 
death, as they ſtand in procinctu waiting for a pro- 


o 


per opportunity to begin. TH 
Ir there were no other end of life, than to find 


ſome adequate ſolace for every day, I know not 
whether any condition could be preferred to that of 
the man who involves himſelf in his own thoughts, 


and never ſuffers experience to ſhew him the vanity. 


of ſpeculation ; for no ſooner are notions reduced to: 
practice, than tranquillity and confidence forſake 
the breaſt; every day brings its taſk, and often 


without bringing abilities to perform it: difficulties 


enbarraſs, uncertainty perplexes, oppoſition retards, . 
cenſure exaſperates, or neglect deprefles. We pro- 


ceed, becauſe we have begun; we complete our 


deſign, that the labour already ſpent may not be 
yain : but as expectation gradually dies away, the 

gay ſmile of alacrity diſappears, we are compelled 
to implore ſeverer powers, and truſt the event to- 
patience and conſtancy. cy. 


WHEN once our labour has begun, the comfort: 
that enables us to endure it is the proſpect of its 
end; for though in every long work. there are ſome 
joyous intervals of ſelf applauſe, when the attention 
is recreated by unexpected facility, and the imagi- 
nation ſoothed by incidental exeellencies; yet the 
toil with which performance' {truggles after idea, 
is ſo irkſome and diſguſting, and fo frequent is the 
neceſſity of reſting below that perfection which we 
magined within our reach, that ſeldom any man 
obtains more from his endeavours than a painful 
conviction of his defects, and a continual reſuſcita- 
tion of deſires which he feels himſelf unable to gratify. 


So certainly is wearineſs the concomitant of our 
undertakings, that _ man, in whatever he is en- 
with the hope of change; 
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if he has made his way by aſſiduity to publick em- 
ployment, he talks among his friends of the delight 
of retreat; if by the N 0 of ſolitary application 
he is ſecluded from the world, he liſtens with a 
beating heart to diſtant noiſes, longs to mingle with 


of diverſions, or diſplay his abilities on the univer- 
ſal theatre, and enjoy the pleaſure of diſtinction 
and applauſe. „ 


-Every deſire, however innocent, grows danger- 
ous, as by long indulgence it becomes aſcendent in 
the mind. When we have been much; accuſtomed 1 
to conſider any thing as capable of giving happineſs, | 
it is not eaſy. to reſtrain our ardour, or to he 


in our purſuits, He that. has cultivated the tree, 
watched the — bud and opening bloſſom, and 
pleaſed. himſelf with computing how much every, 
fun and ſhower add to its was Ivy ſtays till 
defeats his 
own cares by eagerneſs to reward them. When we 
have diligently laboured for any. purpoſe, we are 
willing to believe that- we have attained it, and, | 
becauſe we have already done much, too ſuddenly 
conclude that no more is to be dane. 


—ů— 


ALL attraction is encreaſed by the approach of 
the attracting body. We never find ourſelves io de- 
ſirous to finiſh, as in the latter part of our work, or 
ſo impatient of delay, as when we know that delay 
cannot be long. This unſeaſonable importunity of 
diſcontent may be partly imputed to languor and 
wearineſs, which muſt always oppreſs thoſe more 
whoſe toil has been longer continued; but the 
greater part uſually proceeds from frequent con- 
templation of that eaſe which is now conſidered a 
within reach, and which, when it has once flattered 
our hopes, we cannot ſuffer to be withheld.. 7 
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| In ſome of the nobleſt compoſitions of wit, the 
concluſion falls below the vigour and ſpirit of the 


firſt books; and as a genius is not to be degraded by 


the imputation of human failings, the cauſe of this 
declenſion is commonly ſought in the ſtructure of 
the work, and plauſible reaſons are given why in 
the defective part leſs ornament was neceflary, or 
leſs could be admitted. But, perhaps, the author 
would have confeſſed, that his fancy was tired, and 
his perſeverance broken; that he knew his deſign 


to be unfiniſhed, but that, when he ſaw the end {o 


near, he could no longer refuſe to be at reſt, 


AAN the inſtillations of this frigid opiate, the 
heart ſhould be ſecured by all the conſiderations 


which once concurred to kindle the ardour of en- 


terprize. Whatever motive firſt incited action, has 
ſtill greater force to ſtimulate perſeverance; ſince he 
that might have lain till ar firſt in blameleſs obſcu- 
rity, cannot afterwards deſiſt but with infamy and 


reproach. He, whom a doubtful promiſe of diſtant - 
good, could encourage to ſet difficulties at defiance, 


ought not to remit his vigour, when he has almoſt 
obtained his recompence. To faint or loiter, when 
only the laſt efforts are required, is to ſteer the ſhip 
through tempeſts, and abandon it to the winds in 


| fight of land; it is to break the ground and ſcatter 


the ſeed, and at laſt to neglect the harveſt. 


Tre maſters of rhetorick direct, that the moſt 
forcible arguments be produced in the latter part of 
an oration, leſt they ſhould be effaced or perplexed 


by ſupervenient images. This precept may be juſtly - 


extended to the ſeries of life : Nothing is ended 
with honour, which does not conclude better than 
it begun. It is not ſufficient to maintain the firſt 
vigour; for excellence loſes its effect upon the mind 


by cuſtom, as light after a time ceaſes to dazzle. 


Admiration muſt be continued by that novelty which 


rſt produced it, and how much ſoever is given, 


there 
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there muſt always be reaſon to imagine that more 
Temains. | 


Wx not only are moſt ſenſible of the laſt impreſ- 
ſions, but ſuch-is the unwillingneſs of mankind to 
admit tranſcendent merit, that, though it be diffi- 
cult to obliterate the reproach: of miſcarriages by 
any ſubſequent atchievement, however illuſtrious, 
yet the reputation raiſed by a long train of ſucceſs, 
may be finally ruined by a ſingle failure, for weak- 
nefs or error will be always remembered by that 
malice and envy which it gratifies. 


Fon the prevention of that diſgrace, which laſſi- 
tude and negligence may bring at laſt upon the 
greateſt performances, it is neceſſary to proportion 
carefully our labour to our ſtrength. If the deſign 
compriſes many parts, equally eſſential, and there- 
fore not to be ſeparated, the only time for caution 


is before we engage; the powers of the mind muſt 


be then impartially eſtimated, and it muſt be re- 
membered, that not to complete the plan, is not to 
have begun it; and, that nothing is done, while 
any thing is omitted. N 


Bur, if the taſk conſiſts in the repetition of ſingle 
acts, no one of which derives its efficacy from the 
reſt, it may be attempted with leſs ſcruple, becauſe 
there is always opportunity to retreat with honour. 
 Fhe danger is only leſt we expect from the world 
the indulgence with which moſt are diſpoſed to treat 
- themſelves; and in the hour of liſtleſſneſs imagine, 
that the diligence of one-day will atone for the idle- 
neſs of another, and that applauſe begun by appro- 
bation will be continued by habit. 


Hz that is himſelf weary. will ſoon weary the pub- 
lick. Let him therefore lay down his employment, 
whatever it be, who can no longer exert his former 
activity or attention; let him not endeavour to ſtrug- 


. pie. 


7 


gle with cenſure, or obſtinately infeſt the ſtage till 


a general hiſs commands him to depart. 5 
L e ehh N 
NuMs.. 208. | SATURDAY, March 14, 1752. | 


HedxautOr yu" Th jas d xt ENXET dH z 
Ov, u mover, Tor; Of po inrirapirey = 
Eig £149 aug? T&0/492101*” ol A, vt 
9 5 Obo xis rar aviy Ky ag IT:erePovn. | : 
1 wn Dios, LATA . 
Be gone, ye blockheads, Heraclitus cries, 6 
And leave my labours to the learn'd and wiſe, 
By wit, by knowledge, ſtudious to be read, 
J ſcorn the multitude, alive and dead. 5 ; 
IME, which puts an end to all human pleas 
ſures and ſorrowsy. has likewiſe concluded the 
labours of the RamBLER. Having ſupported, for. 
two years, the anxious employment of a, periodical, 
writer, and multiplied my eſſays to four volumes, 
L have now determined to deſiſt. 1 


Tf reaſons of this reſolution it is of little im- 
portance to declare, ſince juſtification is unneceſſary 
when no objection is made. I am far from ſup- 
poſing, that the ceſſation of my performances will 
raiſe any inquiry, for I have never been much a 
favourite of the publick, nor can boaſt that, in the 
progreſs of: my undertaking,. I have been animated 
by the rewards of the liberal, the careſſes of the 
great, or the praiſes of the eminent. | 


Bur I have no deſign to gratify pride by ſub- 
miſſion, or malice by lamentation; nor think it re- 
lonable to complain of neglect from thoſe whole. 
regard I. never ſolicited. If I baye not been diſtin- 
guiſhed by the diſtributers of literary honours, 121 hays, 

| Om. 
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ſeldom deſcended to the arts by which favour is ob- 


tained. I have ſeen the meteors of faſhion riſe and ”" 
fall, without any attempt to add a moment to their " 
duration. TI have never complied with temporary cu- 7 
rioſity, nor enabled my readers to diſcuſs the topick 55 
of the day; I have rarely exemplified my aſſertions ie 
by living characters; in my papers, no man could 10 
look for cenſures of his enemies, or praiſes of him- q 
ſelf; and they only were expected to peruſe them, q | 
whoſe paſſions left them leiſure for abſtracted truth, Ro, 
and whom virtue could pleaſe by its naked dignity. | te 
To ſome, however, I am indebted for encourage- lab 
ment, and to others for aſſiſtance. The number of nog 
my friends was never great, but they have been 7 
ſuch as would nat ſuffer me to think tha: I was ſol 
writing in vain; and I did not feel much dejection 205 
from the want of popularity. | : _ 
My obligations having not been frequent, my ww 
acknowledgments may be ſoon diſpatched. I can bo 
reſtore to all my correſpondents their productions, 5 a, 
with little diminution of the bulk of my volumes, - ” 
though not without the loſs of ſome pieces to which ; 5 
particular honours have been paid. | 10 - 
Tux parts from which I claim no other praiſe wie 
than that of having given them an opportunity of 'B 
appearing, are the four billets in the tenth paper, ® be 


the ſecond letter in the fifteenth, the thirtieth, the Ae 
forty- fourth, the ninety-ſeventh; and the hundredth pk 


papers, and the ſecond letter in the hundred and — a 
B e ED © Ces author 
HAvIiNG thus deprived myſelf of many excuſes. f . 
which candor might have admitted for the inequa- 15 


lity of my compoſitions, being no longer able to 3 
alledge the neceſſity of gratifying correſpondents, collect 
the importunity with which pubſication was ſoli- 
eited, or obſtinacy with which correction was rej 1 
| | | ed; 
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ed, I muſt remain accountable for all 'my faults, 
and ſubmit, without ſubterfuge, to the cenſures of 
criticiſm, which, however, I ſhall not endeavour to 
ſoften by a formal deprecation, or to overbear by 
the influence of a patron. The ſupplications of an 
| author never yet reprieved him a moment from ob- 
livion:z and, though greatneſs has ſometimes ſhelter- 
ed guilt, it can afford no protection to ignorance or 


ö dulneſs. Having hitherto attempted only the pro- 
pa gation ef truth, I will not at laſt violate it by the 
5 corrfeſſion of terrors which I do not feel: Havin 


jaboured to maintain the dignity of virtue, I will 
not now degrade it by the meanneſs of dedication. 


bf | 

8 THE ſeeming vanity with which I have ſometimes 

on ſpoken of myſelf, would perhaps require an apolo- 

3 gy, were it not extenuated by the example of thoſe 
who have publiſhed eſſays before me, and by the 
privilege which every nameleſs writer has been hi- 

* therto allowed. A maſk,” ſays Caſtiglione, con- 

- « fers a right of acting and ſpeaking with leſs re- 

5 


„ ftraint, even when the wearer happens to be 
* known.” He that is diſcovered without his own 
conſent, may claim ſome indulgence, and cannot be 
rigorouſly called to juſtify thoſe ſallies or frolicks 
which his diſguiſe muſt prove him deſirous to conceal. 


Bur I have been cautious Jeſt this offence ſnould 
be frequently or groſsly committed; for, as one of 
the philoſophers directs us to live with a friend, as 
with one that is ſome time to become an enemy, I 
have always thought it the duty of an anonymous 
rom to write, as if he expected to be hereafter 

nown. ; 8 a 4 | 


«6 I am willing wa myſelf with hopes, that, by 
2 collecting theſe papers, I am not preparing for my 
ſoli future life, either ſhame or repentance. That all 
are happily imagined, or accurately. poliſhed, Mat 

| tze 


233 The RAMBLER N25. 


the ſame ſentiments have not ſometimes recurred, or 


the ſame expreſſions been too frequently repeated, I 
- have not confidence in my abilities ſufficient to war- t 
rant. He that condemns himſelf to compoſe on a n 
ſtated day, will often bring to his taſk an attention n 
diſſipated, a memory embarraſſed, an imagination tl 
overwhelmed, a mind diſtracted with anxieties, a p1 


body languiſhing with diſeaſe.: He will labour on a tr 
' barren topick, till it is too late to change it; or in : 
the ardour of invention, diffuſe his thoughts into 


wild exuberance, which the preſſing hour of publi- ou 
cation cannot ſuffer judgment to examine or reduce. all 
| | 5 Jeb 
WHATEVER ſhall be the final ſentence of man- the 
kind, I have at leaſt endeavoured to deſerve their 801 


& indneſs. I have laboured to refine our language 
to grammatical purity, and to clear it from collo- 
Auial barbariſms, licentious idioms, and irregular 
Combinations. Something, perhaps, I have added 
to the elegance of its conſtruction, and ſomething 
to the harmony of its cadence. When common 
Words were leſs pleaſing to the ear, or leſs diſ- 
tinct in their ſignification, I have familiarized the 
terms of philoſophy by applying them to popular 
ideas, but have rarely admitted any word not autho- 
rized by former writers; for I believe that whoever 
knows the Engliſb tongue in its preſent extent, will 
be able to expreſs his thoughts without further help 
from other nations. 


As it has been my principal deſign to inculcate 
wiſdom or piety, I have allotted ' few papers to the 
:3dle 1 imagination. Some, 4 be 

found, of which the higheſt excellence is. harmlels 
merriment, but ſcarcely any man is ſo ſteadily ſeri- 
ous, as not to complain, that the ſeverity of dictato- 
rial inſtruction has been too - ſeldom relieved, and 
that he is driven by the ſternneſs of the Ramblers 
philoſephy to more chearſul and airy Wee 
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r N xxx to the excurſions of fancy are the diſquiſi- 

[ tions of criticiſm, which, in my opinion, is only | 

= to be ranked among the ſubordinate and inſtru- Wil 
A mental arts. Arbitrary deciſion and general excla- | 

n mation I have carefully avoided, by aſſerting no- 1 
pn thing without a reaſon, and eſtabliſhing all my {i 
2 principles of judgment on unalterable and evident | i 
% truth. a 7 TS p y | 
in | 

at I the pictures of life I have never been ſo ſtudi- 

li- WW ous of novelty or ſurprize, as to depart wholly from 

ce, all reſemblance; a fault which writers deſervedly ce- 


lebrated frequently commit, that they may raiſe, as 
the occaſion requires, either mirth or abhorrence. 
Some enlargement may be allowed to declamation, 
and ſome exaggeration to burleſque; but as they 
deviate farther from reality, they become Jeſs uſe- 
ful, becauſe their leſſons will fail of application. 
The mind of the reader is carried away from the 
contemplation of his own manners; he finds in him- 
ſelf no likeneſs to the phantom before him; and 
though he laughs or rages, is not reformed. - 


THE eſſays profeſſedly ſerious, if I have been able 
to execute my own intentions, will be found exact. 
ly conformable to the precepts of Chriſtianity, 
without any accommodation to the licentiouſneſs 
and levity of the preſent age. I therefore look back 
on this part of my work with pleaſure, which no 
blame or praiſe-of man ſhall diminiſh or augment. 

I ſhall never envy the honours which wit and learn- 
ing obtain in any other cauſe, if I can be numbered 
among the writers who have given ardour to virtue, 
and confidence to truth. 1 85 


Abra, EX (WXXX£W arr.. ein . 
Celeſtial pow'rs ! that piety regard, 
From you my labours wait their laſt reward. 
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ARES the dying advice of Morad his 


father to him, iv. 147. 5 
ACASTUS, an inſtance of the commanding influence 
of cutiofty; d 

ACTION, dramatick, the laws of it ſtated and re- 
marked, iii. 271. „ 

AcTION, neceſſary to the health of the body, and 
the vigour of the mind, 11. 161, 163. The ſource 
of chearfulneſs and vivacity, 162. 

AppisoNn, Mr. his critical capacity remarked, ii. 
107-209, 264 2” „ 

ADMIRATION, and ignorance, their mutual and 
reciprocal operation, iii. 160. | | 

ADVERSITY, a ſeaſon fitted to convey the moſt ſa- 
Jutary and ufeful inſtruction to the mind, iii. 239. 
The appointed inſtrument of promoting our vir- 
tue and happinefs, 240. | | | 

ADVICE, good, too often Men ji. 172, The 
cauſes of this aſſigned, 173. Vanity often the ap- 
parent motive of giving it, 174. When molt of- 
fenſive and ineffectual, iii. 265. 

AFFABILITY,. the extenſive influence of this ami- 
able quality, iii. 190. a 
FFECTATION, the vanity and folly of indulging 
it, i. 110—112, Wherein it properly differs from 
hypocriſy, 113. The great abſurdity of it ex- 
poſed in the character of Gelaſimus, iv. 95, 42- 
Vo. IV. „„ Ar LIc- 


I N BR EX 
AFFLICTIONS, proper methods of obtaining con 


ſolation under them, i. 95, 280. e GRIEF. 
AGRICULTURE, its extenſive aſekalnelte conſidered, 
iii. 213. 


Ajur, his hiſtory, iv. . 129136. | 
ALACRITY, the cultivation of it the ſource of per- 
ſonal and ſocial pleaſure, ii. 103, 104, 5 
ALIGER, bis character, iv. 203 | 
ALMAMG®ULIN, the dying ins 3 of Nouradin his 
father to him, iii. 80 is thoughtleſs extrava- 
gance, 81. The excellent advice which the ſage 
gave him, 84. | 
ALTILIA, her co uetry deſcribed, i Iv. 110. | 
AMBITION, a quality natural to youth, i. 87. The 
vanity of it in the lower ſtations of life, 
, | 
Amicus, his reflections on the deplorable caſe of 
proſtitutes, iii. 8. | 
A1T1USEMENTS, by what regulations they may be 
rendered uſeful, ii. 186. 
ANGER, a tumultuous and dangerous paſſion, de- 
rived from pride, i. 57. Expoſeth to contempt 
and deriſion, 59. The pernicious effects of it, 
59, 60. The neceſſity of checking and regulat- 


ing it, 55. 
ANNINGATE and AJjur, the Greenland lovers, 


their hiſtory, iv. 129 —136, 
ANTHEA, her diſagreeable character, i. 185— 190. 
ApPpTICATION, de ultory, injurious to dur improve- 

ments in 1 and virtue, iii. 142. Active 

and diligent, ſtrongly enforced by a view of the 

home and uncertainty of human life, 111. 115. 
ARGUT10, his character, i. 162. 

ARISTOTLE, his ſentiments of what is requiſite to 

the perfection of a tragedy, iii. 176. 

. ASSURANCE, not always connected with abilities, 
. iii. 284. 

1 ATHANATUS, his juſt reflections on the near pro- 
ſpect of death, bt, 1—6, 
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AvrRANTIVS, his unjuſt and abuſive treatment of 


Liberalis, iv. 21. | Treg 
AURENG ZEBE, a tragedy, remarks upon ſome 

improprieties in it, iii. 100, 110. 
AUSTERITIES, and mortifications, their uſe in re- 
ligion, iii. 27. | 


 AuTHoOR, the difficulty of his firſt addreſs, i. 1. By 


what methods he may be introduced with advan- 

tage to the publick, 3, 4. Often deluded by the 
Ke: and vain anticipations of . happineſs, 5, 
6. The neglect of him the moſt dreadful morti- 
fication, 9. The folly of endeavouring to ac- 
quire fame merely by writing, 11, Some pecu- 
liar diſcouragements to which he is expoſed, ibid. 
His-proper taſk is to inſtruct and entertain, 12, 
The difficulty of executing it with advantage, 
ibid. Increaſed by the caprice and ill- nature of 
his readers, ibid. His acquiſition of fame difficult, 
and his poſſeſſion of it precarious, 117, 118. The 
FER difference between the produCtions of the 

ame author accounted for, 120. ä 


AUTHORIT x, the accidental preſcriptions of it of- 


ten confounded with the laws of nature, iii. 2-0, 
Parental, frequently exerted with rigour, 227. 
AUTHORS, their literary fame deſtined to various 
meaſures of duration, iii. 3. 218, Their being 
eſteemed principally owing to the influence of cu- 
rioſity or pride, 4. Naturally fond of their own 
productions, ii. 7. Many deluded by the vain 
hopes of acquiring immortal reputation, iii. 2. 
Their proper rank and uſefulneſs in ſociety, 161. 


B 


Bacon, Francis, Lord, his ſevere reflection on 
beautiful women, i. 207. Was of opinion that 
his moral eſſays would be of longer duration than 
his other works, iii. 6. | 

BAILLET, his collection of critical deciſions re- 
marked, ii. 207. 
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BASHFULNESs, ſometimes the effect of ſtudious re- 
tirement, iii. 278, 288. Frequently produced by 
too high an opinion of our own importance, 287, 

BaxTER, Mr. Richard, what incitement he often 
urged to the preſent exerciſe of charity, ii. 99. 

BEAT, a mental quality, merely relative and 
comparative, ii. 199. The diſadvantages inci- 
dent to ſuch as are celebrated for it, iii. 32. 
The folly of anxiety and ſolicitude upon account ( 

T 0 

- BEULCARIA, her character, iv. 15 .. | 
BENEFICENCE, mutual, the great end of ſociety, 1 
ii. 13. The extent and proportion of it to be C 
adjuſted by the rules of juſtice, 143. 

BEN-HANN ASE, Rabbi Abraham, his account of 
the power of the magnet in the detection of in- C 
continence, Iv. 192. V 

B1ioGRAPHY, a ſpecies of writing, entertaining and C 

inſtructive, ii. 37. By what means it is rendered | 
diſguſtful and uſeleſs, 36. 1 1 

BLU ST ER, ſquire, ſome account of his infamous 

Character, iii. 197. | — | 

 BoxRHAAvE, Dr. Herman, his ſerious reflection 
on the execution of criminals, iii. 45,  _ 

BoiLEAv, his ſentiments on the power of dic- 
tion, iv. 41. - | 

BoMBASINE, Mrs. her character, i. 62. | 

Books, the ſtudy of them not ſufficient to conſti- 

tute literary eminence, iii. 262. 

BoyLe, Mr. Robert, philoſophy much improved 

by his diſcoveries, iii. 3. His opinion. of the beſt 

_ expedients for 8 manufactures, iv. 201. 

BreviTty, on what occaſions it is neceſlary and 

uſeful in an author, 1. 5. | | 

BucoLvus, his account of Mrs. Buſy's œcono- 
mical character and conduct, iii. 174, - 

Bus iN Ess, the neglect of it fooliſh and pernicious, 
iv. 106, 109. | 

BusTLE, lady, her character expreſſive of the ac- 

tive ſcenes of a country life, i. 228. | 


FR, gon 


Busv, | 


INDE 


Busy,: Mrs. the particularities of her character; 


i 173. . ; 6 
© 
CADENCY, in poetick numbers conſidered, 1 2-25 
CaMILLA, her affected diſteliſh of the diſpoſitions 
and conduct of her own ſex expoled, iii. 51, 53. 


 CanTILINUS, his low taſte cenſured, iv. 87. | 
CaPTATOR, a Jegacy-hunter, his hiſtory, iv. 180, 


1845 | CHE OL 2 
Cava the connection of it with hope, iii. 74. 
CENSURE, our fondneſs for it derived from an ima- 

gined ſuperiority, i. 7. On what occaſions it be 

comes equitable and laudable, 2609. 


CHARACTERS, the general inclination to copy 


_ thoſe of other perſons conſidered, iv. 24. 
CHARIESSA, her reflections upon the faſhionable 
follies of modiſh life, ii. 247 —252. 


CHARITY, the diſcharge of its duties ſhould be re- 


gulated and adjufted by the rules of juſtice, ii. 
- 142. ET pets EP 
CHARTOPHYLAX, his character, iv. 87. 


CHARYBDIs, her diſpoſition to profuſe expences, 
ili. 53. e 
Ps his reflections upon the vanity of tranſi- 
tory applauſe, iii 69. "pan upon the im- 
portance of being acquainted with paſt tranſac- 
tion a | 
CLARENDON, Edward Hyde earl of, the peculiar 
excellency of his hiſtory of the rebellion, iii. 94. 
CHEVSAEUES the fatal effects of his peeviſhnels, 
jii. 36. 64, co 5 5 
CLEoBULUS, his maxim on the excellence of me- 
diocrity, i. 207. I, 
CLEORA, her letter concerning gaming, i. 8-84. 
OMEDY, critieal remarks upon the manner of 
compoſing it, iii. 107. _ . | 
OMMENDATION, falſe claims to it cenſured, iv. 
14. : f 
: 8 
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ComPaniows, different claſſes of them deſcribed, 
iv. 139. | 
COMPETITIONS, often ſupported by intereſt and 
envy, iv. 113. Their different influence on this 
Occaſion ſtated, 114, 115. | 1 
CoMPLAINERsS, inceſſant, repreſentcd as the 
ſcreech-OwIs of mankind, ii. 28. | 
COMPLAINTS, of the conduct of others, what prin- 
ciples will ſupport our claim to it, i. 269, 270, 
 Conpvuecx, the abſurdity of it, whence it ariſeth, 
111. 158. | 
- ConsS0LATION, under affliftions, by what methods 
it may be obtained, i. 280. On what occaſion it 
may be drawn from a view of the afflictions of 
others, 282. Its uſeful influence againſt the de- 
preſſions of melancholy, 283. The tendency of 
it to ſtrengthen patience and fortitude, 284, 
. his hiſtory and character, iv. 
150-101. | | 
_ ConTENTMENT with the ſituation in life aſſigned 
us recommended, ii. 49, 50. 
CoNrROVERSVY, the writers of it, their ſhort- 
lived fame ſoon ſucceeded by diſrelifh and neglect, 
$49 „„ 3 
Cone Son, the art of it difficult to be attain- 
ed, iv. 127. The importance of acquiring it, 85. 
What methods are moſt proper for this end, 138. 
The errors in ſentiment and practice relating to 
this, into which many are led, 39. . 
CoNvERSATION, rural, the pleaſurcs and diſtaſtes 
%%% 
CoRNELIA, her account of lady Buſtle's employ- 
ment, i. 274 — 280. | 
CovurTieR, his manner deſcribed, iii. 222—226. 
CourTLyY, Mrs. her character, 1. 66. 3 
CowWLEY, Mr. Abraham, a paſſage in his writings 
illuſtrated, i. 30. | 1 1 5 
CRE DU LIT, the common failing of unexperienc- 
ed virtue, iv. 78. | | 
> \ .CRI1- 
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INDEX. 


CRITICISM, the art of it regulated by precarious 


and fluctuating principles, i. 129. iii. 279. The 
proper end to which it ſhould be applied, iv. 83. 
Minute, cenſured and exploded, ibid. Genuine, 


the offspring of labour, truth and equity, i. 13 


14 


CRITICEs, their true character, i. 13. The differ- 


ent diſpoſitions and meaſures of the candid and 
the ſevere, 127, 128. The different claſſęes of 


_ criticks aſſigned, and their arts and inſults expoſ- 


ed, iv. 81, 83. Ihe methods by which their ma- 
levolent —_— may be defeated, 82. Remarks 
on their cenſures of other writers, ii. 203. They 
are often miſled by intereſt, ibid. 


CuP1Dus, his obſervations on the folly of viſionary 


opulence, ii. 10', 


CURIOSITY, a principle of powerful and extenſive 


operation, ii. 264- iii. 72. The folly of being 
ſolely influenced by it in the purſuit of knowledge, 


ii 265. To be indulged with caution and judg- 


ment, 145. The great folly of it when extrava- 
gant, 147. The firſt and laſt paſſion in great and 
generous minds, iii. 239. | 


LY 


CusTom, to conquer it requires the utmoſt efforts 


» 


of fortitude and virtue, iil. 267. 


— 


E ATH, the inſtruct ions ariſing from the near 
views of it, ii. 2. The diſpoſitions of mind ſuit- 
able to that inſtruftive and- awful ſeaſon, 4, 6. 
The different ſentiments we then, form of men 
and things; and particularly as to friends, rivals, 
and enemies, 5, 6, The due contemplation of 


it a proper method of ſuppreſſing fear, 95 The 
immediate effects of death awful and important, 


ii. 127. The impreſſions made by it too general- 
ly tranſient, 124. The remembrance of it when 
it predominates in our minds, a great and ani- 


mating incentive to virtue, ibid. 


M 4 * 


I N DUE N. 
DEFINITION, in what reſpect not the province of 
man, iii. *06. The neglect of it prejudicial to 
the writers of plays, 107. | 
DEIECTION of ſpirit frequently increaſed by vain 
terrors, ii. 29. f | | 
DEMOCHARES, his character, ii. 254. 
DENTATUSs, his addreſs to Tranquilla deſcribed, 
HL 78. | 
DEPENDENCE, perpetual, contrary to the dignity 
of wiſdom, iv. 11, | | 5 
DEPRAVATION of the mind by external advanta- 
ges, not ſo univerſal as is apprehended, iv. 62. 
DEsIREs of mankind more numerous than their 
attainments, ii. 269. A perpetual conflict with 
natural deſires the lot of our preſent ſtate, iii. zo. 
Exceſſive reſtrained by the attentive proſpect and 
_ contemplation of death, i. 99. 
DesPaiR, conſiderations propoſed for preventing 
it, i %% 5 | 5 
D 85 his affectation of the character of a 
. 8 | 
DicTion, the attractive power of its charms in 
the conveyance of truth to the mind, iv. 41. See 
LanGUAGE.:. _ | | 
DI1FFIDENCE, the advantageous influence of this 
Leise udn . Aahate. iii. 286. 
portant affairs, their fatal effects, iii. 152. 
DirroENcE, too frequently relaxed and abated by 
pp, iii. 31. Often obſtructed by friend- 
IP, Ibid, | my Es 
DiscoRD, little things often produce it, ii. 247. 
DisconTENT, attendant on every ſtate of life, ii. 
"26 11 132, 123. | 
DisPUTE and controverſy, the fatal effects of it 
when ill conducted, ii. 220. Frequently influen- 
_ ced by the diſpoſitions of pride and vanity, 225. 
DomEsTICK conduct, the importance of regulat- 
ing it by the dictates of wiſdom and goodneſs, ii. 
. 76. The danger of betraying our weakneſs to our 
| 2 „„ ſervants, 
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Eis roL AR writing, its difficulty and excellence, 


Epucarrox, the importance of conducting it 


Ess Aus, the extenſiveneſs and variety of this kind 
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ſervants, one motive to a regular life, 78. See 
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SERVANTS. : | 4 | 
DorstrT, Charles Sackville, earl [not duke] of, ap- 
plauded as good natured, though angry, 1. 60. 
DRryDptn, Mr. John, his inattention and inac- 
curacy remarked, i. 170. N 8 


a 


aright, ii. 156, 164. The difficulty 1 
it, iv. 20. Errors in the conduct thereof cen- 
ſured, iii. 20, 140 146. iv. 151. The pernici- 
- ous effects of wrong management in this affair, 
iii. 30. Some inſtances of remiſſneſs and ifregu- 
larity ſpecified, iii. 204. iv. 140, 181. 5 
EMINENCE, a proof of it in having many enemies 
as well as friends, i. 49. | | 
Envy, its malignant influence deſcribed, iv. 118. 
Will often ſacrifice truth and friendſhip to weak * 
temptations, 116. | EL 
EPpicTETVUS, his ſalutary inſtructions for preſerving 
the mind from the elation of vanity, and the de- 
jection of grief, i. 10. His excellent ſentiments. 
on the advantage of being influenced by the fears 
of poverty and death, 92. (Ig ; 


iii. 249. It ought to bear a ſtrict conformity to 
nature, and the various purpoſes deſigned by it, 
2 ry | | 
ERASMus, his diligent and unwearied improve- 
ment of time applauded, 111. 16, | 
ER1PHILE, her exceſſive peeviſnneſs cenſured, iii. 
375 
ERROR, the averſion of moſt perſons to be con- 
vinced of it. i. 169, 171. Their attempts to juſtify 
it generally the effect of obſtinacy or pride, 171. 
of writing, iv. 118. The advantages and incon- 
veniencies of it, Wh £4 


"2 Es- 


4 & D © MK. 
Es$SENCE of things, leſs regarded than: their exter- 
nal and accidental appendages, iv. 11 
_ EvBuLvs, his character, i. 141-151. 
_ Evenrs, ſome of the moſt conſiderable, often pro- 
duced by. caſual and flender cauſes, iii. 190. 
EUMATHES, his free cenſure of the errors of mo- 
dern education, iii. 140-146. His judicious con- 
duct in the tuition of a young nobleman, iv. 166. 
His narrative of the low inſidious arts by which 
his good deſigns were obſtructed and defeated, 168. 
The mean adventures of his pupil related, 171, 
EuUmMENss, his character, ii. 53. 
EUPHELIA, an account of her rural amuſements, 
* 231, 2325 2022 e 5. 
- EUuPHEMIA, her character, i. 67, 
_ EvPHUEs, his character, i. 135. | 
: EuTRoP1vs,, his account of the indecent and in- 
ſulting conduct of 'T ripherus, ii. 240 — 244. 
EXCELLENCE, - the deſire: of it laudable, ii. 66. 
Practical and ideal, widely different, iii. 34. 
EXERCISE, its neceſſity to the health and vigour 
of the body, ii. 162. 5 
EXISTENCE, every ſtage and period of it ſhould be 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome improvement, 111. 269. | 
EXPECTATION, the torment of it greateſt in the 
early ſeaſons of life, iii. 30. The practice of 
_ diſappointing the expectations of others, incon- 
ſiſtent with true friendſhip, iv. 16. This inftance 
of wrong conduct exemplified in the caſe of Li- 
beralis, 20, 21. Our expectations often viſionary 
and diſappointing, 177, 178. EE 
EXTERNAL appearances frequently deluſive, iv. 177. 
ExXTRAVAGANCE, ſome inftances of it related, iv. 
156. 1 4 . 


F 


| FAILINGS, the detection of them too generally 
received with diſguſt, 1. 2217. 5 
_ FaxsHooD, its guilt widely extended, 1 — 


ten 


FAME, the love of it when irregular and dangerous, 


FEAR, the diſtreſſes of it obviated and al 


PEROCUL A, her ungoverned paſſions deftribed and 
cenſured, iii. 41. | 2 


wherein uſeful and defective, 1. 17. ' They too 


FLAT TER, the principal cauſes of it deſcribed, ii. 


FI AVILLA, her levity and inconftancy diſplayed, 


A1 8 1 K 3 
Often imitates truth, 227. The influence of it 
on the paſſions, 228. The artifices of it explod- 
_ ed, iv. 143. e gn Go 
FALSTAFF, Sir John, Prince Henry's tender re- 
flexions on his death, ii. 96. W 


i. 266, 268, When laudable, ibid. The only 
recompenſe mortals can beſtow on virtue, 268. 
The ill ceconomy of it the effect of ſtupidity, ii. 
14. Of a ſhorr duration when it is not properly 

founded, iii, 263. The acquiſition and loſs of it 
_ conſidered, 118. That of authors caſual, preca- 
rious, and ſhort-lived, 220, 221. The aſcent to 
it obſtructed by envy and competition, iv. 28. 

| | leviated by 

the contemplation of death, i. gz. Superſtitious, 
cenſured and exploded, ii. 29. In what caſes it 
characterizes a coward, iii. 113. Not intended to 
overbear reaſon, but to aſſiſt it, ibid. The per- 
nicious effects of an irrational indulgence of it, 
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*ERRATVS, his favourite paſſion, iv. 87. 


FicTIoON, the works formed upon the plan of it, 
frequently corrupt the mind of youth, 18—22. 


271. It is often profuſely addreſſed to the unwor- 
thieſt objects, 272. The peculiar infamy of ſuch. . 
proſtitution, ibid. Moſt ſucceſsful when accom- 
modated to particular circumſtances, or charac- 
ters, ili. 1. iv. 65, 101, 143. Openneſs to it the 
diſgrace of declining life, 13. Fhe influence of it 
to quiet conviction and obtund remorſe, 65. The 
fatal and miſchievous effects of it, iii. 266, ii. 55. - 
FLAvIA, her agreeable character, ii. 157. 
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INDEX. 
- FAIRTILLA, inſtructed upon the ſubject of maſque- 
FLoRENTIUs, his character, i. 101. 


irregular and injurious plan, iii. 20—22. 


Tranquilla, iii. 77. 


FoLLIts, faſhionable, particularly deſcribed, ii, 
234. The modern round of favourite diverſions 


man life, 249. | | 
Fx Aup, thoſe perſons who are moſt addicted to it, 
generally the moſt ſuſpicious, ii. 156. 
FRIEND, the difficulty of finding a faithful and 
able one, i. 155. The eſſential ingredients of 
that amiable character, ii. 55. _ | 
FRIENDSHIP, the firmeſt too often diſſolved by 
. openneſs and ſincerity, i. 220. The qualities re- 
ſteem and love eſſential to its compolition, ii, 
56. The meaſures neceſſary to maintain and con- 
tinue it, 245. Virtue of the ſame kind its moſt 
laſting ſupport. 56. The moſt common obſtruc- 
tions of it, 58, 59. Envy and flattery moſt inju- 


* 


4 


which it is often attended, 246. See HARMONv. 
ing ſpecimen of vanity, ii. 40. 


and rules for direing the practice of it, 21. So- 

phron's letter in recommendation of it, i. 192. 
FRvUuIT1oN, the limits of it fixed by immoveable 
boundaries, iv. 89 5 : 
Furs A, his addreſſes to Tranquilla deſcribed, 
i. 7 . . 
Fonrs, her character, i. 100. 


and regulate our preſent conduct, i. 7. Anxiety 


about it cenſured, 160. ii. 28—31. The folly 
__ Ga- 


_ of building our hopes upon it, iv. 213. 


FLoRENTULus, his education conducted upon an 


Froscurus, the manner of his addreſſes to 


weakly regarded as the moſt important end of hu- 


i 1 to form and eſtabliſh it, ii. 55, iv. 4. 


rious to its intereſts, 55. The partialities with 
FROLIck, Mr. his character, as exhibiting a ſtrik- 


FRUGALIT TV, the excellence of it, ii. 19. Cautions 


'FUTURITY, the proſpects of it fitted to influence 


GooDNEss, female, too ea 


INDE 3, 

GAMING, its pernicious effects, i. 80. Deſtructive 
of the peace, harmony, and pleaſures of domeſtic 
life, 85. Cleora's letter concerning it, i. 81—84. 

GARRE T, the advantages of it for contemplation 
and improvement, iii. 63. Subſervient to gaiety 
and ipophtineB, 66, The hiſtory and antiqui- 
ties of ſeveral, iv. 6, 7. | | 

GELASIMUS, his character, iv. 95, 

GLI Ds, his character, i. 38. | 

Genivs, the expediency and importance of con- 

ſulting it, in chuſing our ſtation in life, i. 108, 
10g. iii. 88. „ | | 


GL vTTONY, the indulgence of this vice freely cen- 


ſured, iv. 225—229. 


Go, his placability, an efſential principle of all 


religion, iii. 23. Frequent reflections on his wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, the chief ſecurity againſt the 
anguiſh of impatience, 1. 179. | 
GOOD NATURE and affability, the extenſive in- 
| fluence of theſe amiable qualities, iii. 190. 
Aly vanquiſhed, ii. 87. 
GRIEF, immoderate, aſſwaged by the contempla- 
tion of our latter end, 1.95. See CONSOLATION. 


Gvurosvrus, his criminal indulgence to exceſſive 


feeding expoſed, iv. 227. 
1 


HABITS, their uncommon influences and effects 
C *V | 
Hamer, the Indian, the moderation and modeſty 


of his deſires, i. 211. 1 
HAMET, the poet, his ingratitude, iv. 129. 


curing the reputation of virtue, i. 178. 111 
HaPPiNESs, the fruition, of it dependent on our 
__ own ſenſations, iii. 240. The higheſt we can en- 

joy in this life derived from ſelf-approbation, and 

the applauſes of conſcience, 241. The en 


HAi.E, Sir Matthew, his prudent concern for ſe- 


N 

by which it may be often deſtroyed, iv. 79. Our 
indulging chimerical wiſhes of it, often productive 
of great eee i. 23. When dependent 
upon external circumſtances, precarious and de- 
tafive, 28. Chimerical proviſion for it exploded, 
$0, 31. The inſufficiency of ſenſual pleaſures to 


upon opinion, but on practice, 240. Of others, 
the folly of repining at it, 50. Female, by what 
anxieties it is often diſturbed, jii. 124. iſtant 
and laſting ſecured only by the forbearance of pre- 
ſent gratifications, iv. go. Human ſchemes of 
promoting it viſionary and delufive, 206, 230. 
HARMONY and friendſhip, by what nietheds main- 
, 
Harmony, the end of poetical meaſures, ii. 189, 
 HeALTE, the neceſſity of it to the duties and plèä- 
ſures of life, i. 260. The folly and wickedneſs 
of ſquandering it, ibid. By what methods to be 
preſerved, iii. 33. The anxious care of it in the 
valetudinarian, vain and ridiculous, i. 260. The 
diſadvantages attending the loſs of it, 261. Ne- 


wers of pleaſure, 262. The power of it in ex- 
alting the happineſs of life, 261. ES 
 Hrarxe, Mr. Thomas, the antiquary, his juſt re- 
flection on the fragility of human life, ii 91. 
HkERMETICUs, his ſecret for detecting inconti- 
nence, iv. 194. The fallaciouſneſs of it ſhewn, 211. 
HESsIO D, his diſtribution of mankind' into three 
OEM  - © * 
HesrTATION, the effect of indolence and divided 
attention, iii. 155. | | 5 
HIL ARIVUs, his character, i. 162. His conduct in 
the capacity of a wit cenſured, it. 25 5, 256. 
- HixsUTvs, his character, iv. 8. 
His TR, the writers of it often chargeable with 
tue depravation of mankind, ii. 134. The diffi- 
culty of writing a good one, iii. 93. 25 re- 
markably barren of hiſtorical genius, ibid. 
| SY | 1 HoMER; 


rocure it, it. 2. Of mankind dependent not 


lected by the votaries of buſineſs, and the fol- 


OTE 
| HoMER, remarks on the propriety of his verſifica- 
: tion, ii, 20 207, 2335 210, | . 
HonovuRs, tranſitory, Cicero's reffections upon 
them, 111. 69. V ; | 5 
Hop E, the ſtrong influence of it upon our reſolu- 


0 tions and actions, i. 8. Of remote advantages 
t ſhould be indulged with caution, as it often viti- 
: ates the human underſtanding, 9, 10. Frequently 
« attended with diſcontent and impatience, 23. 
t Fallacious and afffictive, however neceſſary in 
. ſome degree, in every condition of life, ii. 66, 71, 
f 73- The rational advantages of it acquired by 
| wiſdom and fortitude, 72. "The viſionary and de- 
3 luſive amuſements of it ſubſide in age and want, 


74. It ought to be cheriſhed when it operates as 
an excitement of induſtry, iii. 62. It predomi- 
nates amidſt frequent diſappointments, iv. 176. 
In vhhat reſpect the chief happineſs of man, 214. 
Huououx, good, the peculiar value of this quality, 
i 99 00 4 5 8 
Hy 3 HRS his account of the diſagreeable qua- 
lities of ſome ladies, iii. 38—43, 50—=g5;. His 
marriage with Tranquilla, and the happineſs con- 
nected with it, iv. 36. 1 5 
HvrERDULus, account of his treatment by his re- 
lations, iii. 36. | | | =, : 
HyPERTATVUS; his reflſections upon the conveni- 
egnces and advantages of a garret, iii. 64—68. 
HyPocCRIsy, not always to be charged upon ſuch 
as are zealous for virtues which they neglect to 
practiſe, i, 76. Wherein it differs from affecta- 
tion, 113. | | | | 


1 


IAN THE, her character, i. 102. 

 IpLEnpss, its fatal effects, ii, 16. 

Ic6NoRANCE of 'ourſelves, the ſource of moſt errors 
in human conduct, i. 132. And admiration, their 
mutual and reciprocal operation, ili. 166. 
5 5 c : 1255 IMAGI- 


| I ND IK I. 15 
IMAGINATION, the danger of indulging the ex- 
curſions and amuſements of it, ii. 185. | 
TJmMITATION of others, when attended with ſervi- 

lity, highly cenſurable, iv. 7. 

IPA IE NCE of ſtudy, the mental diſeaſe of the 
preſent generation, Iii. 259, SE; 
" IMPERIA, her ambition and pride, iii. 55. F 

INCONTINENCE, a ſcheme for the detection of it 


propoſed, iv. 192, L 
IN DOLEN CE, the difficulty of being reformed from | 
WV 33 
IN DUSTRx, neceſſary, as well as genius, to acquire 
an eminence in literary prod uctions, i. 138—141, 
INGRATITUDE, the peculiar baſeneſs and infamy | 
of it, iii. 232. The effect of great depravity of 88 
mind, ibid. L. 
INI VRIES, the forgiveneſs of them neceſſary to hap- ” 
pineſs, iv. 122. When eaſieſt to be practiſed, I; 
124. The motives to encourage it, 125. 1 
*' INNOCENCE, the great prerogative of this excellent Le 
quality, ii. 78. f | | | * 
INTEREST, the influence of it upon the reſolutions 5 
and adtions of life, iv. 113, 114. 5 1 
Jusrick, the meaſure of it preſcribed to us clear "2 
and comprehenſive, ii. 141. A ſtrict regard to it 3 
F © ought to regulate the diſtsibutions of mercy, 141, 3 
. 142. The exerciſe of it ſhould be ſoftened by _ 
. © Prudence and lenity, iii. 44. , 
þ 'KNOLLES, Sir Francis, his hiſtory of the Turks, ta 
5 the peculiar excellence of it, iii. 949. aj 
4 KNOWLEDGE, its greateſt importance, when uſeful 11 
. to virtue and happineſs, ii 150. The deſire of ac- di. 
1 quiring it ſhould be ſubſervient to ſome nobler * 
5 principle, ii. 63. The deſire of it in many of e 
> _ feeble and:tranſient influence, iv. 91. The fail- EG 
fl - wires to which men devoted to the ſtudy of it are L hif 
i - peculiarly expoſed, 99. Of. ourſelves, its great Fr. 
4 | 


! 
* 
0 
* 


uſe and importance; i. 41. Neceſſary to preſerve 
3 83 | OS BS 


morn * 


IN D E X. 


1 us from crimes as well as follies, 152. Frome 
by ſcenes of adverſity, 156. The indilgggtions 
| and diſadvantages which ariſe from the ne of 
it, 133, 135. X 8 
” | | : L ; 
LABOUR, and reſt, the parents of health and vi- 
* go, F444 - CT Tok | : 
| LaDIEs, the folly of rendering themſelves cheap, 
1 ii. 237. Many of their indiſcretions and errors 
ariſe from unacquaintance with themſelves, i. 135. 
e Some of their appropriate virtues related, it. 221. 
. Several of their degrading qualities deſcribed in 
* the characters of Ferocula,: Mifothea, and So- 
f Phronia, iii. 40-43. L: 28 


LANGUAGE, remarks on the purity and propriety | 


of it, iv. 42. E245 | | 
LATRON A, her character, iv. II. 
LAzIN Ess, commonly aſſociated with tunidity, iii. 
154. See INDOLENCE. 


LIARN ED, their complaints of ill treatment and 
neglected merit examined, ii. 119. The neglect of 


duct, 121. Such become objects of juſt contempt, 
who by their writings ſeduce others to vice, 122. 
LEARNING, its origin and excellency, i. 121. The 
„ „ Cf Afwanth iii. 16. Wherein it diſ- 
fers from wit, i. 121. The mutual advantages 


of their being united, 125. Wherein the chief art 
of it confiſts, iii. 168. Eminence in it not to be at- 
tained without labour, i. 117. The poſſeſſion of 


118. Degraded by indecent and promiſcuous de- 
dications, iii. 163. Men of learning by various 
actions expoſed to contempt, 169. Their conde- 
ſeenſion and affability ſources of great eſteem, 1 71. 
Licacy-Hunter, his character repreſented in-the 
hiſtory of Captator, iv. 180. 
ETTERS to the Rambler, from Amicus, iii. 9. 
From Athanatus, ii. 1. From Bellaria, iv. 150. 


From 
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ſome occaſioned by their own inconſiſtency of con- 


applauſe on account of it, a precarious tenure, 
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© ,tho'forward appearance of the ladies, 11. 230. 


> FN DEX 

From; ucolus, iii. 171. From Captator, i. 81. 
From Charieſſa, ii. 247. From Cleora, i. 8. 
From Conſtantius, iv. 156. From Cornelia, i. 


274. From Cupidus, ii. 98. From Dicaculus, 


iv. 70. From Eubulus, i. 147. From Eumathes, 
iii. 141. iv. 165, 170. From Euphelia, i. 228, 
249. From Eutropius, 237. From Florentulus, 
11. 17. From Generoſo, iii. 15. From Her- 


meticus, iv. 190. From Hilarius, ii. 152. From 


Hymenaeus, ili. 38, 50. iv. 36. Frem Hyperdu- 
lus, iii. 232. From Hypertatus, iti. 62. From 

Liberalis, iv. 18. From Miſs Maypole; ii. 7. 

From Meliſſa, ii. 108. From Miſella, iv. 50, 55. 
From Miſocolax, iii. 1 5. From Miſocapeſus, ili. 
56, 96. From Mitellus, i. 86. From Myrtilla, ii. 
155. From Papilius, iii. 190. From Pertinax, ii. 
119. From Philomides, ii. 93. From Properantia, 
iii. 7. From Quiſquilius, ii. 144. From Rhodoclia, 
li. * From Ruric ola, ii. 10] em Serotimus, iv. 
26. 

From Tranquilla, iti. 73. iv. 36. From Thraſo, 
ili. 116, From Vagulus, iii. 195. From Victoria, 

ut, 131, 146. From Vivaculus, iv. 84. From 

Zoſima, i. 61. e 


LErrExs to the Rambler concerning Anthea, i, 


185. On the artifices and fraudulent behaviour of 


Mitiſia, i. 194. On th olly of afeftinn gat 


e pleaſure an 


* 


racer of a wit, 1. 141. 


tages of religion, i. 238. On marriage, 244; 274. 


On the tranſient impreſſions of grief, 11. 7. On = 

the diſappointment of precarious ex ectations, ili. 
222. On curioſity as a ſtrong principle of action, * 
5. Onthe vanity and ambition of Proſpero, 19 


LEvicuLUs, his character, iv. 82. 
LI BERAL is, the wit, ſome account of the diſagtee- 


able treatment he met with, iv. 20, 21 


LirgE, human, inſtinct and paſſion the firſt ſprings. 


Lo * i .* F 1 b 
and motives of action in it; i. 264. The main 0: 


[4 


it compoſed of ſmall incidents, ii. 73- The gene- 


Ui 


rom Sophron, ii. 18. From Sunday, i. 163. 


T2 


Le 


T0 DOES. 
f ral plan of it ſhould be formed from our own re- 
; flections, iv. 119, The great end of prudence is to 
1. direct ſome of its principal ſcenes, ii. 26. The 
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Sy ſhortnefs of it not duly regarded, 89. The duties 
85 of it commenſurate to its duration, 92. A convic- 
8, tion of the ſhortneſs of it ſhould repreſs our pro- 
Sz jects, and limit our expectations, iv. 27. The te- 
To diouſneſs of life to thoſe who are averſe to the 

m pleaſures of ſolitude, i. 25. The miſeries incident pl 
u- to it deſigned for the exerciſe and improvement 108 
m of virtue, 175. Often diſtreſſed by new deſires lit 
7. and artificial paſſions, which ſtrongly operate, and lf 
3- produce avarice, vanity, and ambition, 264. The q 
Il. fragility of it not duly regarded, ii.g1. Exact cal- jj 
ii. culations of the value of it more uſeful in traffick 1 
11, than in morality, ibid. The numerous bleſſings of 1009 
la. it to be eſteemed and improved as means of hap- i 
a, pineſs, iii. 32. The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of ih 
v., itt ſhould determine us to moderate our paſſions, and 
3. contract our deſires, i. 96. Deſcribed under the ſi- 
ſo, militude of the ocean, ii. 258. The numerous 
la, dangers which attend our paſſage through it, 259. 
m The gulph of intemperance peculiarly dangerous 

: and Arn, 261. Of multitudes compared to a lot- 
2” tery, iv. 10. 1 | 
of LIE E, country, the buſy ſcenes of it deſcribed in the 
n- character of lady Buſtle, i. 276. Faſhionable, or 
714. mo diſh, diſgraced by numerous and deteſtable fol- 
the Dies, £9; | 3 
Jn LITERATURE, the manufacturers of it, account of 
.. their characters, iii. 25%. * EE 
iv. „ the liſe of multitudes compared to it, 
5. iv. 108. | | 

| LoTTERIES, the paſſionate and enſnaring hopes of 

ee- gain by them, iv. 104, 105. Moſt commonly vi- 

— ſionary and fallacious, 105. The imaginary pro- 
ngs ſpects of fortuitous riches, injurious to trade, and 
n of the ſources of perpetual deluſton, 106, 17. 
ne- Lorrv, lady, her character, i. 64 BD 

La. | N 


_ Love, 
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Lovx, ſucceſs in it moſt eafily obtained by indi- 


rect approaches, i. 3. 


_ LUXURY, the veterans of it ſtrongly addicted to ſal- 


lies and exceſs of reſentment and fury, in. 33. U- 
nited with indolence produceth the moſt pernici- 
- ous effects, i. 183. | 


M 


MaACRETH, a tragedy, remarks on the impropriety 
as well as energy of its diction, iv. 42. | 


MAN ETISM, the pretended and imaginary influ- 


ence of it, iv. 192. — 
MANKIND, diverſified by various taſtes, 1. 27. Ran- 

ged under the two claſſes of merely animal and 

reaſonable beings, iv. 93, 94. Theſe qualities 


expreſſive of their conſtitutional and habitual cha- 
racters, ibid. In the different claſſes have deſires 
and pleaſures peculiar to themſelves, ii. 84. Their 
defires more numerous than their attainments, 269. 
- MarLBOROUGH,Sarah Churchill, dowagerduchels 


of, ſevere reflection on her conduct, i. 71. 
MARRTAOGE, general obſervations concerning it, i. 
b 199, The diate of nature, and the inſtitution of 
- Providence, 97. The ſources of thoſe infelicities 
which frequently attend that ſtate, 99, 213. Why 
- ſo many are unſuitable, 247. Contracts of it 
begun in fraud, end in diſappointment, 248. The 
- 'aMictions incident to it how to be alleviated, 246. 
The officiouſneſs of ſome in promoting them cen- 
” ſured, iii. 50. 1 oo Ls 
MASQUERADES, their pernicious influence and ef- 
fects, i. 5 | 


"TN 3 
MAvrOLE, Miſs, her obſervations on the impru- 


dent conduct of her mother, ii. 7. 
Mplockix x, a quality eſſential to happineſs as 


well as virtue, i. 207. ; | 
MELANTHIA, her character, 1. 215. 


MEL1ssA, her character, ii. 109. Her vanity excited 


1 


by a general veneration, 110. By an unexpected 
4352 ” reduction 


* 


S = 


DER. 
reduction of her fortune ſubje to various morti- 
fications, 113. 3 


Mer1ssUs, his character, i. 101. 


MEMORx, the peculiar exerciſe of that faculty of 
the mind, i. 224. | | 


MERITr, the complaints of the neglect of it often ill- 


grounded, ii. 30. The perſecutors of real merit 
_ diſtinguiſhed into various claſſes, iii. 209. 
MilToN, Mr. John, remarks on his verſification, ii. 
166, 176. Thepeculiarity of it, wherein it conſiſts, 
180. He formed his ſcheme of it upon the models 
of Greece and Rome, 188. Critical remarks on 
his Samſon Agoniſtes, a tragedy, iii. 178, 183. 
MiND, the riſe and progreſs of its diſpoſitions and 
faculties, iii. 244. Shewn in the gradations from 
pleaſure to ambition and avarice, 247. Its exten- 
{ive powers diſplayed, i. 225. The tranquillity of 
it, from what ſources generally derived, 28. The 
medicines moſt ſuitable to its diſtempers, often 
unpleaſing to the taſte, iii. 287. | 
M1sSELL a, her affecting narrative of her being be- 
trayed by the treachery of her uncle, and the fa- 
tal influence of it on her virtue and happineſs. 
iv. 50, 55. 1 | 1 8 
ISELEUs, his account of his commencing an au- 
thor, 1. 86. - | . 
MisocapELus, the events which diſcouraged him 
from engaging in trade, iii. 56. His appearing in 
the character of a wit, 96. | . 
MisocoL Ax, his cenſure of the practice of giving 
unmerited praiſe, iii. 115. „ . 
MrisoTHEA, her fondneſs for diſputation, iii. 41. 
MiT188A, her conduct in a marriage life deſcribed, 
i. 8. | 
MonpER ATION, man of, his character, iii. 211. 
Mora, his hiſtory, iv. 145. His dying charge to 
his ſon Abouzaid, 147. ZN 
ORALITY, inquiries relating to it vaſtly preferable - 
to phyſical contemplations, 1. 132. This truth il- 
luſtrated in the character of Gelidus, 133. The- 
| | antient 


\ 


— at PI IN nes ugg kr I apts 
. nee Hato 


ve: 
mR——_ CRIT 
gs a * 
Y — 5 
* — 


N 2. 
24 


2 
= 


© OS — 
— ap 4 5% ES Las 
— —— ern a 


F NE ee I 
— 4" 1 —ca—s — 
: IOH TC ap—poxeS 

a 


EN D E 


antient poets very exceptionable teachers of it. 


158. 


MoRTALIT Y, the due conſideration of it a proper 


means of preventing our miſery and promoting 

our happineſs, 1. 92.  _ 9 
MxRTILLA, her account of the character and be- 
haviour of Flavia, ii. 155. 


N 


| NarRATION, hiſtorical, the difficulty of this kind 


of writing illuſtrated, iii. 92. 

NATURE, 1 contemplation of its works, fitted to 
afford pleaſure and inſtruction, i. 26. It furniſhes 
a ſource of proper materials for reflection from 
the objects about us, and diſcovers new reaſons for 
adoring the ſovereign author of the univerſe, ibid. 
By enlarging our curioſity after the works of na- 
ture we multiply the inlets of happineſs, 27. 


NEGLIGENCE, the power of it ſtrengthened by ſmall } 


indulgencies, iv. 203. 


NITELLA, her exceſſive nicety freely cenſured, iii. 


33+ 


NoveLTy, an eminent ſource of pleaſing gratifica- 


tion, iii. 159. The ſtrong propenſity of the hu- 
man mind towards it, ii. 135. Hence we grow 


weary of uniformity, 136. Thecharms of it tranſi- 


tory, however endearing the poſſeſſion, iv. 64. 
NoUuRADIN, the merchant of Samarchand, his dy- 
ing addreſs to his fon Almamoulin, iii. 80. 
NuGAcULUs, his mean and abſurd character de- 

lineated, ii. 267. | 7 Z 


0 


OsscukxIT , in writing, often the effect of haſte, 


iv. 49. 

o his journey of a day, an inſtructive de- 
ſcription of human life, 11. 59. | 

Orp AGE, its beſt pleaſures drawn from a review of 

a virtuous life, 1, 227. By what means it becomes 

entitled to veneration, 272. The peculiar vices of 

= 26 A it 


_—” 


I 
it deſcribed, 273. The numerous infelicities which 
attend it, ii. 860. Wealth only an imaginary ſup- 
port of it, ibid. Piety the only proper and ade- 
quate relief and beſt proviſion againſt the infirmi- 
ties and diſtreſſes of that ſeaſon, 83. It is pecu- 
| liarly given to procraſtination, 89. 


OrrRkkss ro, domeſtick, the terror and diſtreſs of 


it, iii. 230. 


p 


# 4 


to form a wit, 111. 192, | 


PAPILIUsS, his account of the ingredients neceſſary 


Pass lors, excited by ſympathy, ii. 35. Perſons 


under the predominant influence of them exceed- 
ing offenſive to others, i. 56. Natural and adſci- 
titious, ſtrong motives of action, i. 264, 266. 
PATIENCE, the uſefulneſs of it in alleviating: the 
miſeries of human life, i. 176. Motives to the 
exerciſe of patience and ſubmiſſion under the ſe- 
vereſt afflctions, 178, 179. | 8 
PATRONS, their avarice X praiſe and flattery, ii. 
276. Often corrupted by avarice, and deluded 
by credulity, iv. 1. | To 
PAUSES, their influence on the harmony of poeti- 
cal ,, oo. ein Eh 
PEDANTRY, the perſons to whom the cenſures of 
it may be juſtly applied, iy. 66. The fear of it 
often produces it, 69. | | 7 
PEEVISHNESS, a ſpecies of depravity, diſguſting, 
and offenſive, ii. 104, Sometimes the effect of 
diſtemper or affliction, 105, 106. Exemplitied in 
the character of Tetrica, ibid. Perſons of this 
temper the ſources of peculiar affliction to their 
dependents, iii. 36. A due attention to the dig- 
nity of human nature a proper preſervative and 
remedy againſt this vice of narrow minds, 37. 
PERFECTION, in compoſitions, the effect of atten- 
tion and diligence, iv. 47. The methods by which 
the antients attained to an eminence * 48. 
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PeRIANDER, his opinion of the importance of re- 
ſtraining anger, i. 55. 
PERSEVERANCE, its reſiſtleſs force and excellence, 
i. 236. In intellectual purſuits neceſſary to emi- 
nence in learning and judgment, 111. 168. | 
* PERSIANS, their contempt for men who violated 
the laws of ſecrecy, 1. 68. 
PHILOMIDES, his reflexions on the excellence and | 
utility of good humour, ii. 93. 


PHILOTRYPHVUs, his character, i. 216. | 
PLAGIARISM, a Charge often unjuſtly urged to the 
prejudice of ſome authors, iii. 201. Some in- 
Nile of the truth of this remark with regard to 
ſome of the claſſic writers, ibid. 2 
PLEASING others, the art of it a valuable acquiſi- 
tion, ii. 269. Its excellency ſhould engage us to ] 
_ cultivate it in proportion to its uſefulneſs, 270. 4 
PLEASURE, the eſſence of it properly conſiſts in | 
choice, iii. 157. Unlawful, the danger of pur- 
_ ſuing the allurements of it, iv. go, _ / 
PLEASURES, ſenſitive and animal, derive their 
agreeableneſs from their freſhneſs or novelty, i. 
231. Senſual, the gratifications of them vola- 


tile, ii. 125. Immoral, corrupt and debaſe the 


8] mind, i. 242. The fatal rocks in the ocean of P 
3 life, ii. 262. Of contemplation and virtue far | 

U preferable to thoſe of the ſenſes, iii. 103, 105. = 
| PotTRY, the end of its meaſures is harmony, ii. Pp 
* 189. Epic, critical remarks upon it, iii. 282. 

3 Lyric, its origin and manner, 280. Paſtoral, the P; 
Us peculiar beauties of it, 1. 196. The difficulty of P} 
# ſucceeding in it, 198, 199. Mere nature to be 

* principally regarded in it, 201. The perfection WM P 
. of it wherein it conſiſts, 205. 3 | 
= PotrTs, antient, exceptionable teachers of morali- Px 
9. 1.458. 20 on Þ 

* Pol icx, too frequently ſupported by the arts of ö 
1 intrigue and fraud, ii. 132, 5 
$3 PoL1iTENESS, rules for eſtimating its advantages, ii. PR 
= 239. Its amiable influence on the manners, ibid. Pp. 
j . : EE | >  PoLi- a 
v4 
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PRECIPITATION, often fatal to great deſigns, i. 23 5 


5 N E 
POLITIAN, his poetical compoſitions cenſured for. 
his vanity and ſelf-eiteem, itt. 117. | 
PoLVPHILUs, his character, i. 104. 


P 0 NT ANU 85 the inſtructive in ſcription on his tomb, 


1. % | PT ; 
Pop, Mr. Alexander, remarks on his verſification, 


ii. 206. | | 
PovERTy, the aMiQive ſcenes of it deſcribed, i. 285. 
The fears of it ſtrongly excite to activity and dili- 
gence, 286. The folly of thoſe whoſe negligence 
and profuſion involve them in the miſeries of it, 
| Ibid. In what caſes they are objects of view 203 
The diſappointments attending it, 142. y its 
circumſtances are ſooften regarded with contempt, 
iv. 35. When only to be dreaded, 207. . 
POWER, the effect of neceſſity, iii. 129. 


PR als E, the general paſſion for it ſhewn, iv. 162. 


The practice of giving unmerited, cenſured, iii. 
115. The excellency of that which is truly de- 
ſerved, iii. 162. The integrity and judgment with 
vhich it ought to be diſpenſed, ibid. The love 
of it engages in a variety of means for attainin 
it, iv. 22. Of ſervants, the higheſt — 
of private virtue, ii. 77. | 
PRE ene NT, implicit ſubmiſſion to it unreaſonable, 
i. 


PRESUMPTION, more eaſily corrected than puſi 
lanimity, i. 138. | 

PRIDE, generally derived from anger, i. 57. | 

PRODIGALITY, deſtitute of true pleaſure, and the 
ſource of real and laſting miſery, i. 288, 290. 

PROPERANTIA, her letter on the alteration of the 


w 
Es 


ſtyle, iii. 7. N 
PROSAPIUS, his character, 1. 102, . 
PROSPERIT , often productive of various infelici- 
ties, iii. 241. iv. 200. Obſtructs the knowledge 
of ourſelves, iii. 4. 5 
ROSPERO, his character, iv. 9997.1 
PROSTITUTES, reflections on their infamous and 
Vet IV, „ deplorable 
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Jeplorable condition, iii. 10. iv. 58. In What re- 


ſpects objects of compaſſion, iii. 11. 


'PRUDENCE, wherein its province lies, iii. 38. 
e motives on which he contracted 


marriage, i. 99. - | | | 
PRUNE, Mrs. her treatment of Leviculus, iv. 112. 


PUNISHMENTS, capital, the ſeverity and frequency 


of them in ſome caſes diſapproved, iii. 45, 47. In- 
| iNead of hindering the commiſſion of the crime 
they often prevent the detection of it, 48. 


| QursquiLIVs, his extravagancies in indulging an 
_ -  4njudicious. curioſity, ii; 143777. 


— 


RaIEITOR, Sir Walter, the defects of his hiſtory of 


the world, iii. 94. 


RAMRBLER, his reflections upon a review of his 


eſſays, iv. 235. See LETTERS. 


 RakriTIEs, the choice and ſtudy of them ſhauld be 


ſubſervient to virtue and the publick good, ii. 150. 152. 


Ras chip, his character, a ſtriking example of the 


fatal effects of inſatiable avarice, i. 211. 


RE A$0N, the importance of its keeping a conſtant . 


guard over the W's e i. 41. | 
REGISTER, univerſal, of a new kind, to what uſe- 
ful purpoſes it may be applicd, ii. 274. 


| RELAXATION, the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of it 


With regard to ſtudy, ii. 183. A In 
RELIGION, its origin and excelleney, i. 240. The 
ſource of the nobleſt and moſt refined pleaſures, 
242. The common objections to a life of reli- 
gion groundleſs and unreaſonable, 243. 
RE MISSION of fins the firſt and fundamental truth 
of religion, iii. 23. 5 
REPENTANCE, the doctrine of it embaraſſed by ſu- 
erſtitious and groundleſs imaginations, iii. 25. 
Un uſtly confounded with penance, ibid. Where- 
in true repentance conſiſts, 26. The completion 
and ſum of it a real change of temper and life, 27. 


Ihe abſurdity of delaying it, ii. 92. 
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ZxpoTATION,induſtry and caution neceſſary to ſup+- 
port it, iii. 129. Tainted, the greateſt calamity, 275. 

RESOLUTION, and firmneſs of mind neceſſary to 
2 the cultivation and increaſe of virtue, ii. 16. 
RETIREMENT, the diſadvantages of itywhen indul- 
ed to exceſs by men of genius-and letters, i. 78.- 
Rural, the motives of ſome perſons to deſire it; 
15 72. | 
Rae SPECTION on our conduct, the importance 
and uſefulneſs of it, i. 2. | | 
RHopoCLia, her remarks on the amuſements and 
_ pleaſures of the town, ii. 465. | TY 
RicHes, the general deſire of them whence it pro- 
| 1 ceeds, ili. 137. The peace of life too often de- 
i ſtroyed by inceſſant and zealous: ſtrugglings for 
them, 138. The arts by which they are gained 


SY. SR 25. 


frequently irreconcileable with virtue, 140. The 
folly of purſuing them as the chief end of being, 
8 it; 26. The trusſt and beſt uſe, iii. 88. 
2 KoR ER, his character, iii. 2000 ð;V? 
a RoMANCES, the general deſign of them, i. 17. Thoſe” 
of the former and preſent age compared, 19. 
at | Rurar ſituation, a ſketch of its peculiar pleaſures 
and advantages, iii. 159. | | 5 
uy RURIcoOoLA, his obfervations ur on the prevalence 
5 of a fond appetite for _— 11.38; : 27-0 
5 | SAMSON Agoniſtes, critical remarks on the beauties 
by and improprieties of that dramatick piece, iii. 178. 
l S ANDERSON, Dr. Robert, biſhop of Lincoln, his 
925 : critical-nicety in preparing his lectures, i. :03. . 
1 SANN AZ ARIUs, his inducements to the piſcatory 
it eclegas , 8 8 | 3 
| SCALIGER, his partiality in preferring Virgil to Ho- 
5 mer, ii. 29. „ 
— SCANDAL; the ladies diſpoſition to it, too frequent, 
| - 204 5 | v 
on SCIENCE, the paths of it narrow and difficult of ac- 
27. _ ceſs, iii. 87. The progreſs of it obſtructed: by 
. ſeruile imitation,. 127. ” 
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SCIENCES, the encouragement of them by the pa- 


S xx, female, 


EN Dx - 
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tronage of the great, caſual and fluctuating, ii. 
195. 1 | 


SEASONs, the change of them productive of a re- 


markable variation of the ſcenes of pleaſure, iii. 
102. x; | | ? 


SEBASTIAN, king of Portugal, a tragedy, critical 


obſervations upon it, iii. 108: | 


tice of it, i. 73. 


SECRET, the importance of keeping them, i. 68. 


The general cauſes oß the violation of fidelity, in- 


reference to ſecrets, 69. The aggravated treachery 


of ſuch conduct, 70, 72. The imprudence of com- 
mitting this truſt to perſons, of whoſe wiſdom and 
faithfulneſs we have no juſt aſſurance, 73. 
SEDUCTION of innocence, a detail of the infamous 
arts wy" gradations by which it is often effected, 
IX. 54, 03» | | 
SELF=Corcerr, the ſtrong diſpoſitions in many to 
indulge it, ii. 115. How — promoted, ibid. 
By what artifices men of this quality delude them- 
o | 5 
SELF-KNOWLEGE, its great importance, i. 13 1. iii. 
264. A happy preſervative againſt indiſcretion 
and vice, i. 139, 152. Frequently obſtructed by 
partiality and ſelf-love, iii. 264. The deplorable 
- folly of oppoſing our own convictions, 267. 
SEROTINUS, his quick riſe toconſpicuous eminence, 
iv. 30. | - 
Cm on Ts, the importance of a wiſe regulation of 
our conduct towards them, ii. 76. Their praiſe of 
their ſuperiors the higheſt panegyrick of private 
virtue, 77. The danger of betraying our weak- 
neſs to them, one motive to a regular life, 78. 
ſome infelicities peculiar to it, i. 213. 
SHAKEsPPaRE, Mr. William, his eminent ſucceſs 
in tragi-comedy, ii. 77. e ; 
'SIMILITUDE, a general and remote one in the diſ- 
poſitions and behaviour of mankind, iii. 43.8 


Q 


SECRECY, rules concerning the doctrine and prac- 


N 
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Soctzrx, mutual benevolence the great end of it, 


STANDISH, Mrs. her character, i 63. 


| STupy, the imbecillity of ſpirit incident to perſons 


SUPERSTITION, a diſpoſition irrational and ter- 


TemepTATIONs to vice, the motives to reſiſt them, 


TzTRICA, a lively, example of babitual peeviſh- 
neſs, ii. 106. F 


N Nn. 


Ii, 15. | 1 15 | 
SOLITUDE, the peculiar pleaſures of it, iii. 158. 
A reliſh for thoſe pleaſures an argument of a good 
diſpoſition, i. 25. The diſguſttul tediouſneſs of 
it to many, ibid. es | 
SORROW, the indulgence of it incapacitates to en- 
joy the pleaſures of contemplation, i. 25. Cau- 
tions againſt it, 256, The experience of it a 
preſervative againſt the vanities of the world, 32. 
Inſtructions for preventing it, 257. : 
SPENSER, Mr. Edmund, fome imitations of his 
diction cenſured, iii. 8 | 


- 


| SPRING, the pleaſures of Hat Gabon diſplayed, i. 25. 


STOICKS, their erroneous ſyſtem concerning evil, 
' | 1 4. N e ; : 


addicted to-it, iii. 275. . 
STYLE, the alteration of it humorouſly diſplayed;. 
iii. 7. | . 
SUNDAY, the different methods of employing that. 
ſacred feaſon, i. 163. The true method. recom- 
mended, 169. . 


rifying, i. 239. 5 
SUSPICION, often the concomitant of guilt, ii. 132. 
An enemy to virtue and happineſs, 133. Old 
age peculiarly addicted to it, ibid. - 
SUSPIRIUS, the ſcreech- owl, his character, ii. 29. 
DYCOPHANTS, their — character, ii. 272. 


TAN TAL us, his fabled puniſhment a ſtrong image 

of hungry ſervility, iv. 17. | 1 
TEMPER, good, by what means it is frequently 
vitiated, 11. 108. | | 


1 


with the diſfſioulty attending that reſiſtance, ii: 86. 
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- FaraAso, his reflexions on the inffuence of fear and 


TRAOGE Dy, critical remarks on the manner of com- 
Doing it, iii. 108. 7 _— - 
TracrComeby, the nature and deſign of it, iii. 


TukRENNE, marſhal], his ſaying of the importance 


4 


r E 


TarAsSYBULUsS, a remarkable: inſtance of being 


deluded by flattery, iv. 15. 
Time, the negligent waſte of it cenſured, iii. 12, 


 Ought to be ſpent with frugality, and improved 
with diligence, 13, 29. The principal employ-- 
ment of it ſhould be directed with a view to the. 


end of our exiſtence, ii. 138. 


272. dhakeſpeare's eminent ſucceſs in that ſpe- 
ctes of: dramatick compoſition, -273- | 


TRANQUILLA; her account of the addreſſes of Ve- 
nuſtulus, Fungoſa, Floſculus, and Dentatus, de- 
ſigned as a contraſt to the narrative of Hymenzus, 


iil. 76. Her marriage with Hymenzus, and the 
felicity with which, it was attended, 273. 


1 its high original and vaſt importance, it: 
t 


226. Its eaſy entrance into. the mind when in- 


troducediby defire and attended with pleaſure, iv. 


26. A ſteady regard to the luſtre of moral and 

religious truth, a certain direction to happineſs, 
IV. IO2. : | 
TRYPHERUS, his character, ii. 240. 


of immediately correcting our miſtakes,-1. 177+ 
TurPicoLa, her _—_— Iv. 144. 


15. 


VAGARTO, his character, 1. 148. 


VAGcULUs, his account of ſquire Bluſter, iii. 197: 
VAL D Ess, his excellent remark upon reſigning his 
commiſſion, i. 157. : 


Vanity, exceflive, exemplified in the character 


of Mr. Frolick, ii. 41. Its tendency to idleneſs, 


ii. 260. Of authors. repreſented in the caſe of 


Miſellus, i. 86. 
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 VEgNnvuSTULUS, his unmanly and timid conduct ex- 
oſed, iii. 112. The manner of his addreſſes ts 
Tranquilla, 75. 7 „„ 
VERECUNDULUS, the infelicities he ſaſtained 
through habitual baſhfulneſs and timidity, iii. 278. 
ST VERSIFICATION, remarks on its rules, ii. 167, 178. 
Z The peculiarity of Milton's in his Paradiſe Loſt, 
: 180... See VIRGIL. : 


2 Vice, the deſcriptions of it in writing ſhould be 
always calculated to excite diſguſt, 1. 22. _ 

25  VicToRIA, her letter on the fooliſh anxiety to 

5 excel merely in the charms of external beauty, 

. iii. 136. On the mortifications ariſing from the 


* Jos , 8 FE | 
” Vipa, his remarks on the propriety of Virgil's 
verſification, ii. 203. 3 1 
ViRG1L,in what reſpects ſuperior in paſtoral poetry, 
i. 202. Remarks on the judicious propriety of 
his verſification, 204. The plan of his Æneid 
formed upon the writings of Homer, iii. 87. Ex- 
ceptions to ſome of his imitations of Homer, 8g. 
 ViRTUE, the conſtant purſuit of it the higheſt ex- 
cellence, iv. 126. The error of ſubſtituting ſingle 
acts of it for habits, i. 155. Obſtructed by con- 
founding the praiſe with the practice of goodneſs, 
154, The repreſentations of it in works of fanc 
ſhould be always exact and pure, 22. The dif- 
ference between ſpeculative and practical vir- 
tue, 76. United with induſtry ſupplies the ge- 
nuine ſources of hope, ii. 270. Virtue and truth 
often defeated by pride and obſtinacy, 176. 


„ IV. VirTvoso, his character diſtinctly drawn, ii. 146. 
The advantages he is capable of communicating 

| to others, 182. His exceſſive Conductor curioſi- 

197. ties often the evidence of a low genius, 154. 

g his UNEASINESS of mind, often relieved by comparing 

_ our lot with that of others, iv. 127. 5 

a c USEFULNESS, publick, ſhould be the obje& of our 

ne 7 diligent endeavours, iii. 128, 130. . 
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IN DE ©: 
W aR, ſhould be conducted by rules conſiſtent wick 
the univerſal intereſt of man, ii. 134. 
WEALTH, why the object of general defire, iti. 137, 
The contempt of it repreſented in various inſtan- 
ces, 11. 23, 25. Wrong notions of its uſefulneſe 
corrected, . 259. The real importance and influ- 
ence of it ſh-wn in the caſe of diſappointed ex- 
pectations, iii. 256. | ” 
W HISPERER, his character, ili. 210. 
1 DNEss, the general ſpread of it conſidered, 
iv. 76. | | 


WINTER, the ſeaſon of ſeriouſneſs and terror, ii. 


136. And of retirement and ſtudy, 138. The 
horrors of 4t in the polar countries, iv. 128. 
WISHEs, vain, the folly of indulging them, ii. 102, 
WI, its original, i. 121. Wherein it differeth 
from learning, ibid. The mutual advantages of 
their being united, 125. The means neceſſary to 
the production of a perſon eminent for the cha- 
racer of a wit, ii. 256, Affected wits, the means 
neſs of their character, iii. 124, 192, iv. 71. 
WouEN, {ome infelicities peculiar to them, 1, 213. 
| * 
YouTH, modeſty and active diligence its amiable 
ornaments, i. 53. A time of enterprize and hope, 
- tk; 89> . with ſprightlineſs and ardor, 
40. Their fond opinion of their own impor- 
tance, iv. 178. The dangers to which it is often 
expoſed, 78. Too eaſily enſnared by early im- 
merſion i pleaſure, i. 229. Often deluded and 
ruined by profuſeneſs and extravagance, 142. 


3 


ZEPHYRETTA, her character, i. 101. 
Zos IMA, her hiſtory, 1. 61. | 
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